ACSSA NEWSLETTER N01 1 MAY 2006

AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF SEXUAL ASSAULT

In this issue

Resources for adult victim/survivors of sexual assault

Welcome to the eleventh edition of ACSSA Aware, the newsletter of the Australian Cen-
tre for the Study of Sexual Assault. This issue reviews several resources relevant to adult
victim/survivors of childhood sexual assault and those who work with them. For our
service profile we talk to Respond SA, a relatively new service for adult victim/survivors of
childhood sexual assault established by the South Australian Government in 2004.
There is also a contribution by the Royal District Nursing Service Research Unit on the
four new resources that the unit has produced in partnership with Catherine House in
South Australia. The resource kit includes two books, the first aimed at providing support
to adult victim/survivors around the impact of childhood sexual abuse, and the second
aimed at resourcing service providers and group facilitators who work directly with this
group. There is also a poster, and a report providing an extensive literature review and
recommendations for service provision, as proposed by the research participants.

Also in this issue, we profile the projects that were suc-
cessful in applying for the first round of funding under
the Domestic and Family Violence and Sexual Assault Ini-
tiative from the Australian Government’s Office for
Women. The twenty-seven projects that received fund-
ing aim to reduce the impact of domestic and family
violence and sexual assault through community-based
action research, related partnership projects and prod-
uct development.

This edition also includes reviews of several recently
released reports, including the Sentencing Statistics for
Rape Offences “snapshot”, by the Victorian Sentencing
Advisory Council; Amnesty International’s report on
military sexual slavery; and the Safe at Work? report by
URCOT and RMIT, overseen by the Victorian Statewide
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Finally, there are our regular columns on conferences and training as well as literature
highlights from recent additions to the ACSSA library collection at the Australian Insti-
tute of Family Studies. As always, ACSSA remains keen to receive feedback on how we
can better meet the needs of those committed to working against sexual assault, so
please continue to provide us with your comments on current or future publications. If
this is the first issue of Aware you've read, earlier editions can be requested via email or
by returning the form on the back page of this issue. And don't forget, all our publica-
tions are freely available online at http://www.aifs.gov.au/acssa.



Australian Government

Australian Institute
of Family Studies
Australian Centre for the
Study of Sexual Assault

The Australian Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault aims to
improve access to current information on sexual assault in order to
assist policy makers, service providers, and others interested in
this area to develop evidence-based strategies to prevent, respond
to, and ultimately reduce the incidence of sexual assault.

The Australian Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault is funded by
the Office for Women, Australian Government Department of Family
and Community Services, through the Women’s Safety Agenda.
The Centre is hosted by the Australian Institute of Family Studies.

Contents

In this issue 1
ACSSA publications 2
Join ACSSA Alert 2
News in brief 3
ACSSA publications feedback 6
Sentencing trends for rape in Victoria 9
We invite your views 1
Rape for the “Comfort” of Soldiers 12
Four new resources for those working with survivors 17
of child sexual abuse

Safe at work? 20
Domestic and Family Violence and Sexual Assault 24
Initiative: New projects funded

Service profile: Respond SA, for adult victim/survivors 27
of childhood sexual abuse

Good practice profile 35
Conferences 37
Preview: ACSSA publications 39
Training 40
Literature highlights 42
Women against violence: An Australian feminist journal 43
Contribute to ACSSA Aware 47
We welcome your feedback 47
ACSSA services 48
Membership Form 48

© Australian Institute of Family Studies —

Commonwealth of Australia 2006.

Views expressed in the Centre’s publications are those of individual authors
and may not necessarily reflect ACSSA or Institute policy.
Acting ACSSA Coordinator: Lara Fergus

Australian Institute of Family Studies

300 Queen Street, Melbourne 3000 Australia

Phone: (03) 9214 7888 Fax: (03) 9214 7839

Internet: http://www.aifs.gov.au/

ISSN 1448-8140 (Print)

ISSN 1448-8167 (Online)

Designed by Double Jay Graphic Design

Printed by Impact Printing

‘

he ACSSA team would like to take this opportunity to thank

Melanie Heenan, who has decided to leave her position of
Coordinator and Senior Research Fellow at the Centre. When
Melanie was appointed ACSSA's first Coordinator three years
ago, her task was nothing less than to build the sole national
information port on sexual assault from scratch — a task she
undertook with great skill, dedication and an infectious
enthusiasm. It is thanks to Melanie that ACSSA is what it is: her
commitment to ending sexual assault, and her integrity in
researching the means to do so, are rare qualities that have not
only shaped the workings of the centre, but also enriched the
day-to-day lives of those of us lucky enough to work with her.
We'll miss you Mel, and wish you all good things for the future!

ACSSA Publications

As there are so few forums in which those working in
the sexual assault field can share information with
one another, we are keen to publish articles within this
newsletter. We now accept contributions of up to
5,000 words, as well as book reviews, news of
conferences, training and research projects (up to
1,500 words). If you would like to contribute an article
or review to ACSSA Aware, details of how to do so are
on the inside back cover of this newsletter. You can
access our “contributor’s guidelines” from the website
(http://www.aifs.gov.au/acssa/pubs/pubsmenu.html)
or contact ACSSA directly.

Join ACSSA-Alert

ACSSA-Alert is an email list for news and updates from the
Australian Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault. You will
receive messages with announcements about updates on the
ACSSA website, release of publications, and new information
Or Sservices.

You can join ACSSA-Alert through our web page on:

http://www.aifs.gov.au/acssa/emaillist.html
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