LITERATURE HIGHLIGHTS

COMPILED BY JOAN KELLEHER, LIBRARIAN

The following are a selection of resources recently received by the Australian Centre for the
Study of Sexual Assault (ACSSA) library collection. Print resources are available via the inter-
library loan system. Contact your local library for details of this system. Electronic resources are

available directly via the web address.

Adolescents

School talk. (2006). Mogensen, K. VicHealth
Letter, 28, 20-21.

The risk of violence, including sexual assault,
is highest for young people. This article looks
at two examples of healthy relationships and
sexual health prevention and early intervention
programs for secondary schools, discussing key
issues in the sexual health and relationships
education of young people.

Ready willing and able: A young person’s
guide: Consent and sexual activity. (2006).
Sexual Assault Resource Centre. Education and
Training Unit. Subiaco, WA: Author. 1 DVD (10
min.) with notes.

This DVD for young people contains information
about, and dramatic illustrations of, consent to
sexual activity. It gives definitions of consent,
sexual assault and sexual abuse, and discusses
drink spiking, internet safety, alcohol and other
drugs, date rape and the effects of sexual assault.
The accompanying training notes include
suggestions for group discussion.

Adult survivors ‘

Outsider-witness practices in developing
community with have
experienced child sexual assault. (2006).
Fraser, M. International Journal of Narrative Therapy

and Community Work, 3, 52-58.

women who

The West Street Centre is a community based
service for women and young people who have
experienced child sexual assault. As a feminist
service, the centre is interested in addressing the
issue of child sexual assault in forums beyond the
therapy room and therapeutic group programs.
It has been committed to finding ways to
strengthen the community of women who use

the service, as well as the women who work to
respond to this issue in the community. Narrative
outsider witness practices and a number of other
key feminist community development ideas
have provided a foundation for the organisation
of two community forum days over the last two
years. This paper describes these community days
and the thinking that informed them. (Journal
abstract, edited)

Reframing responses: Improving service
provision to women survivors of child sexual
abuse who experience mental health problems.
(2006). O’Brien, L., & Henderson, C. Auseinetter,

27(2), 20-21.

The Reframing Responses project aimed to
improve services to female survivors of childhood
sexual abuse who experience mental health
problems. This article summarises the research
on the service needs and service usage of these
women, explains the research study design and
summarises the study recommendations.

] Churches and abuse

Churches as partners in institutionalised
abuse: Disarming the “Bible-bashers”. (2005).
Hill, E. D. Women Against Violence—An Australian
Feminist Journal, 18, 5-17.

Abuse affects all aspects of a person’s life
including religious experience. Since the early
1990s the avalanche of abuse complaints flowing
from Australian church communities has shaken
the country to its highest religious and vice regal
offices, and also deeply stained Australia’s national
history. Church hierarchies use the Bible, and
other control mechanisms, to both justify church
perpetrated abuse and limited survivors’ options.
This paper calls on survivors to turn the tales on
the “Bible bashers” by challenging how biblical
material is used within church and community
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contexts, and also by unmaskng the ideology and
church rhetoric that has traditionally legitimated
abuse. (Journal abstract)

Community education

Challenging violence against women through
publiceducation. (2006). Vlais, R., & Donovan, R.
VicHealth Letter, 28, 27-29.

Public education campaigns that aimed to address
violence against women were reviewed in a recent
study. This article looks briefly at campaigns that
focused on shifting general community attitudes,
social norms marketing, women who experience
violence, men who use violence, prevention
campaigns targeting youth, and campaigns
that focused on friends and family members.
It outlines what communication strategies
should include, and looks at an example of best
practice.

Cross cultural issues

A review of literature relating to family
and domestic violence in culturally and
linguistically diverse = communities in
Australia. (2006). Bonar, M., & Roberts, D.
Perth, WA: Family and Domestic Violence Unit,
Department for Community Development.
Online only: http://www.community.wa.gov.
au/NR/rdonlyres/F99C99BA-66BB-47A4-A2F2-

C9A73AE360F1/0/CaLDliteraturereview.pdf

Recent and current research on issues and
initiativesincluding prevention, service provision,
and program evaluation relating to family and
domestic violence in culturally and linguistically
diverse communities throughout Australia is
analysed. The report covers Australian statistics
regarding family and domestic violence in
culturally and linguistically diverse communities;
good practice guidelines and models for working
with women, families, children and men;
culturally appropriate responses to family and
domestic violence nationally and in Western
Australia, Queensland, Australian Capital
Territory, Victoria, New South Wales, South
Australia and Tasmania; specific culturally
appropriate men’s programs; and barriers to
accessing services for women and men.

Girls like you. (2006). Sheehan, P. Sydney, NSW:
Pan Macmillan Australia.

Six brothers from a Pakistani family living in
Sydney, known as the “K brothers” were charged

with several gang rapes in 2004. This book tracks
the brothers’ crimes and subsequent legal trials.
It forms an argument about a cultural clash
between Muslim men and Western women,
and discusses deficiencies in the Australian legal
system regarding sexual assault trials.

\ Domestic violence

Taskforce for action on violence within
families: The first report. (2006). New Zealand.
Ministry of Social Development. Wellington,
NZ: Ministry of Social Development. Online
only: http://www.msd.govt.nz/documents/
work-areas/sector-policy/te-rito/taskforce-report-
action-on-violence.pdf

The taskforce for action on violence within
families was established in June 2005 to advise
the Family Violence Ministerial Team on how to:
make improvements to the way family violence
is addressed; and prevent family violence in New
Zealand. The initial program of action will focus
on leadership, changing attitudes and behaviour,
ensuring safety and accountability, and offer
effective support services. The next program of
action will have a strong focus on prevention as
well as intervention. These plans are detailed in
this report.

No single path: Many ways of dealing with
domestic violence. (2006). Poonacha, V.
Adelaide, SA: Hawke Centre, University of South
Australia. Online only: http://www.unisa.edu.au/
hawkecentre/events/2006events/UNIFEMNov06.
asp

There can be no single path to dealing with
domestic violence in India, a country of
considerable cultural diversity. Does the self help
movement have potential to deal with gender
violence in this context? This paper discusses the
problem of accommodating cultural differences
while dealing with domestic violence. It describes
the self help groups movement and details one
example of its operation by women in a tribal
community in the heart of the Dandakaranya
forest, who tried to overcome some of their
cultural and economic subordination. The paper
considers whether the village women were
empowered, and whether the program achieved
the desired results.

Analysis of family violence incidents: July
2003-June 2004. Final report. (2006). Taylor,
N. Canberra, ACT: Australian Federal Police.
Online only: http://www.afp.gov.au/__data/
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assets/pdf_file/20631/AFP_FVIP_Final Report_03-
04_2_June_06.pdf

All incidents recorded during 2003-2004 on
the AFP Family Violence Intervention Program
database are collected and analysed. The results
are arranged by: characteristics of incidents, day
and time of incidents, roles of people involved
in family violence incidents, characteristics
associated with peopleinvolved in family violence
incidents, relationships between victims and
offenders, injury in family violence incidents,
weaponuseinfamilyviolenceincidents, outcomes
of incidents, criminal charges laid, other formal
outcomes, time of day and day of week that
incidents occurred by confirmed incident type,
children as victims, referrals to other agencies
where child victims were involved, comparison
of adult and child victims, children as offenders,
comparisons between child and adult offenders,
comparing male and female adult offenders,
child victims—operational issues, and incidents
by statistical subdivision.

Measuring the impact of intimate partner
violence on the health of women in Victoria,
Australia. (2006). Vos, T., Astbury, J., Piers, L.
S., Magnus, A., Heenan, M., Stanley, L., et al.
Bulletin of the World Health Organization, 84(9),
739-744. Online only: http://www.who.int/
entity/bulletin/volumes/84/9/06-030411.pdf

Intimate partner violence constitutes a
significant risk to women'’s health. This study
aimed to estimate the contribution of intimate
partner violence to the total burden of disease
for Victorian women during 2001. The paper
discusses the health outcomes of intimate partner
violence and the results of the study.

Reconceptualising domestic violence: A history
of the Howard Government’s approach. (2006).
Webster, A. DVIRC Quarterly, 3, 14-18.

The Howard government has downplayed
the role of gender in domestic violence. This
article discusses the incompatibility between
the conservative neo liberal ideology of the
Howard government and a structural or feminist
approach to domestic violence, the crusade
against political correctness, downsizing women'’s
advocacy mechanisms within government, the
rise of men’s rights groups, a focus on the impact
of violence on the family, re emphasising the
intergenerational transmission of violence, and
depicting violence as un Australian.

Safe At Home: A whole of
government response to domestic violence.
(20006). Wilcox, K. Australian Domestic and Family

Violence Clearinghouse Newsletter, 26, 5-8.

Tasmania’s

The Tasmanian Government’s Safe at Home
program aims to address domestic and family
violence at all levels. This article outlines key
elements of the program, its philosophies and
policy innovation, and how it works in relation
to policing, law reform and integrated service
response.

Drink spiking

Dangerous drink spiking archetypes. (200S5).
Lawson, S., & Olle, L. Women Against Violence—
An Australian Feminist Journal (18), 46-55.

This paper aims to promote fresh perspectives
on prevention strategies through an exploration
of Australian responses to drug and alcohol
facilitated sexual assault and by examining the
conceptual limitations of situating voluntary
drug and alcohol use outside a drug and alcohol
facilitated sexual assault paradigm. There are
inherent contradictions in prevention campaigns
aimed at minimising women’s “risk behaviour’:
they fail to uphold the rights of victim survivors
and to hold perpetrators accountable. Australian
approaches to drink spiking thus far have been
inadequate in addressing the issue of drug and
alcohol facilitated sexual assault, and have offered
little in the way of prevention approaches. This
article explores Australian campaigns to date and
ways forward in effective prevention. (Journal
abstract, edited)

Gender differences

Figuring violence: The Personal Safety Survey
2005. (2006). McKenzie, M. DVIRC Quarterly, 3,
19-20.

The Personal Safety Survey 2005, undertaken
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, is the first
national survey to compare men’s and women'’s
experiences of safety and violence. The study
revealed gender differences in experiences of
violence: men were most likely to be subjected
to violence perpetrated by a male stranger,
while women were most likely to be subjected
to violence by a partner or a family member
or friend. More women than men experienced
violence in their relationships. (Journal abstract)
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Indigenous issues

Family violence among Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. (2006). Al-Yaman, F.,
Van Doeland, M., & Wallis, M. Canberra, ACT:
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Online
only: http://www.aihw.gov.au/publications/ihw/
fvaatsip/fvaatsip.pdf

Currently available data that address family
violence among Indigenous people are reviewed.
The report covers the prevalence of violence
in Australia’s Indigenous population, causal
factors of violence, violence in non Australian
Indigenous populations, intervention and
prevention strategies, national and state and
territory initiatives, information development,
defining violence and family violence, barriers
to capturing information about violence, under
reporting of family violence, health, community
and criminal justice sectors, crime and safety
surveys, health and lifestyle surveys, Indigenous
specific surveys, associated harm and outcomes
data, morbidity data, mortality data, victim
support and counselling, criminal justice data,
multi service data collections, information gaps,
and data quality issues and recommendations.

Indigenous family violence and child abuse:
(2006). Bradford, M.
Queensland Centre for Domestic and Family Violence
Research Newsletter, 5(1), 9-11.

Is anyone listening?

The release in 2006 of a report on chronic family
violence and sexual abuse of children in some
Indigenous communities means governments
and the public can no longer plead ignorance of
the nature and extent of the issue. This article
outlines the efforts of governments over the last
few years to investigate and address this problem.
It summarises an action strategy developed in
2006 to respond to Indigenous family violence
and child abuse.

Family violence IS business:

Frontline

everyone'’s
service delivery to Indigenous
victims of family violence in Central Australia.
(20006). Clarke, P., & Lethlean, V. In Positive ways:
An Indigenous say: Conference papers. Darwin,
NT: Victims of Crime NT. Online only: http://
sitebuilder.yodelaustralia.com.au/sites/5530/

Phynea%?20Clark.doc

The Central Australian Aboriginal Family Legal
Unit in Alice Springs provides Indigenous victims
of family violence with legal advice and casework
assistance, and initial counselling, support and

referral. This paper presents an outline of the
service’s clients and some client case studies,
and considers what the case studies say about
family violence in central Australia, factors that
prevent victims from engaging effectively with
Australian family violence legal protections, how
the service responds effectively to its clients’
realities, and some recent initiatives to address
family violence.

Indigenous healing for sexual violence. (2006).
Cox, D. In Positive ways: An Indigenous say:
Conference papers. Darwin, NT: Victims of Crime
NT. Online only: http://sitebuilder.yodelaustralia.
com.au/sites/5530/Dorinda%20Cox.doc

A 2001 inquiry into how best the Government
should deal with widespread sexual abuse and
violence within Western Australia’s Indigenous
community resulted in recommendations for
the reintroduction of Indigenous specific service
delivery models. This paper outlines changes
that have been made at the Perth Sexual Assault
Resource Centre office to: education and training
services, Aboriginal Liaison Officer positions,
cultural awareness packages, specific counselling
services for Indigenous people, development of
resources, and the establishment of an Indigenous
Reference Group.

Aboriginal customary laws: Final report.
(2006). Hands, T. L., Williams, V., & Davies, D.
Perth, WA: Law Reform Commission of Western
Australia. Online only: http://www.lrc.justice.
wa.gov.au/094-FR.html

This inquiry examined Aboriginal customary laws
in Western Australia and considered whether,
and how, Aboriginal customary laws should be
recognised within the Western Australian legal
system. The Inquiry report covers various aspects
of the intersection of customary law with the
common law system, including the criminal
justice system and civil law. Chapter seven of this
report focuses on the significance of Aboriginal
customary law in the family context, including
traditional = Aboriginal = marriage, spousal
maintenance and property settlement, the care
and custody of Aboriginal children, family
violence and the protection of Aboriginal women
and children. It discusses adoption, foster care
and alternative child welfare placement; family
court custody disputes; causes of family violence
and sexual abuse in Aboriginal communities;
under reporting of family violence and sexual
abuse; the need for culturally appropriate
responses to family violence and child abuse;
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meeting the needs of male perpetrators of family
violence; ongoing monitoring and evaluation
of initiatives; the Working with Children Check
regime; restraining orders; and elder abuse.

(2006). James, K. S. In Positive ways:
An Indigenous say: Conference papers. Darwin,
NT: Victims of Crime NT. Online only: http://
sitebuilder.yodelaustralia.com.au/sites/5530/
Kadeja%20James.doc

Some tools for engaging with people in remote
communities are described, which can enable
the development of meaningful relationships,
greater levels of social justice and greater
levels of empowerment. The paper identifies
concern about issues relating to victims and
justice in Aboriginal contexts. It considers the
need to examine and explore objectively what
constitutes a victim and what constitutes justice.
It examines the example of a sexual assault social
action research project that was conducted in a
remote Aboriginal context, looking at the need
to ensure that attitudes, beliefs and behaviours
are appropriate.

(2006).
Randall, D., & Sneddon, C. Australian Domestic
and Family Violence Clearinghouse Newsletter, 26,
1-3.

Strategies to address issues of domestic violence in
the Mutitjulu community at Uluru are discussed.
The following are considered: petrol sniffing
and other substance abuse problems, education
programs, police intervention, the relationship
the community has with the police, the new
community police station, the lack of Aboriginal
police officers, the “dry” rule, and responses to
violence.

Law reform

(2006). Carr, J. Alternative Law
Journal, 31(3), 167-168.

A recent review of Victoria’s Crimes (Family
Violence) Act found that the civil protection
order system often fails to offer protection to
women and children who have experienced
family violence. This article summarises the
issues in the review and the recommendations
for change made by the Victorian Law Reform
Commission, which has taken a human rights
based approach.
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Male victims

(2006). Crome, S. Melbourne, Vic: Australian
Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault, Australian
Institute of Family Studies. Online only: http://
www.aifs.gov.au/acssa/pubs/wrap/w2.html

The sexual abuse of males is underrepresented in
sexual abuse literature, statistics and programs.
Current research about male survivors of sexual
assault and rape is summarised in this paper.
The paper discusses definitions, theoretical
perspectives,  reporting,  prevalence and
incidence reports, victim characteristics and risk
factors, impact on survivors, treatment options,
policy initiatives, and service responses and
limitations.

Medical guidelines

(2006). Royal Women's Hospital. Carlton, Vic:
Author. 1 DVD (23 min.).

The recommended medical response to sexual
assault by doctors working in the emergency
department of Melbourne’s Royal Women'’s
Hospital is described. The DVD gives a definition
of sexual assault, explains the role of CASA House
at the hospital, and covers issues that emergency
doctors may be concerned about. These include:
making reports to the police, history taking,
examination, forensic sampling, investigations,
screening for sexually transmitted infections,
follow up support, and what happens if the
patient changes her or his mind.

(2006).
Taft, A. J., Hegarty, K. L., & Feder, G. S. Medical
Journal of Australia, 185(10), 535-536.

A team of clinical experts in partner violence has
delivered a new set of international consensus
guidelines for primary care physicians for
managing the whole family when intimate
partner violence is present. This article outlines
the development process and the role of the
guidelines.

Police role

(2006). Mogensen, K.
VicHealth Letter, 28, 18-19.

A lot has changed since the introduction,
in 2004, of Victoria Police’s code of practice
on family violence, including an increasing



willingness by the community to call police
regarding situations involving domestic violence.
This article summarises aspects of the code, and
progress so far, including statistics on the increase
in reporting of family violence incidents.

Rape

Real rape, real pain: Help for women sexually
assaulted by male partners. (2006). Easteal, P.,
& McOrmond-Plummer, L. Ormond, Vic: Hybrid
Publishers.

This book arose out of the authors’ similar
histories, determination and motivation to
have the truth told about partner rape. Their
reason is that they do not want other women to
experience the same sense of shame, isolation
and silence that they, as survivors of partner rape,
have experienced. They book covers identifying
sexual assaults and confronting society’s denial,
as well as stereotypes of women raped by their
partners. It also discusses the changing values
and attitudes in society and the positive role that
men can play. The book concludes with a list of
suggested reading and online resources.

Sexual assault. (2006). Loughman, J., Van de
Zandt, P., Saw, L.-M., & Hunter, Y. Sydney, NSW:
Legal Information Access Centre, State Library of
New South Wales.

The following legal issues as they relate to
sexual assault are summarised: myths about
sexual assault; sexual offences; consent; forensic
issues in sexual assault; significant events in the
development of sexual assault laws in New South
Wales; court process; specialist courts; sexual
offenders; and support for victims.

Recidivism

Prediction of therisk of male sexual reoffending
in Australia. (2006). Allan, A., Dawson, D.,
& Allan, M. M. Australian Psychologist, 41(1),
60-68.

This paper reports the findings of a retrospective
study designed primarily to investigate the
predictive accuracy of the Rapid Risk Assessment
for Sexual Offence Recidivism, the Static 99,
and two models developed in Western Australia:
the Violent Offender Treatment Program Risk
Assessment Scale (VOTPRAS) and the 3 Predictor
model. The study involved a WA sample of violent
and non violent sexual offenders. A secondary
aim was to establish whether the instruments are

equally valid for Indigenous and non-Indigenous,
and violent and non-violent sexual offenders. The
data of 538 convicted sexual offenders who were
assessed by the Sex Offender Treatment Program
of the WA Department of Justice during 1987-
2002 were used. The predictor variables were the
total scores obtained for each instrument and
the outcome variable a conviction in a court for
a further sexual offence and, in the case of the
VOTPRAS, also a further violent offence. (Journal
abstract, edited)

Sex offenders in a risk society: Setting limits on
freedom. (2006). Edney, R. Law Institute Journal,
80(10), 53-55.

Victoria’s Serious Sex Offenders Monitoring Act
provides for the control of particular classes of
offenders in an effort to reduce risk. This article
explains the objective and application of the
legislation. It looks at determining an application
for an Extended Supervision Order, conditions of
the order, and implications of the legislation.

Refugees

Multiple jeopardy: Domestic violence and
the notion of cumulative risk for women in
refugee camps. (2005). Pittaway, E., & Rees, S.
Women Against Violence: An Australian Feminist

Journal, 18, 18-25.

The extent of violence inflicted against refugee
women in the country of origin, during flight
and in refugee camps is underestimated and
often totally ignored by international relief
agencies in camps and by resettlement policy
makers and service providers in countries such
as Australia. This article applies the framework of
cumulative risk to highlight some of the specific
and compounding issues that make refugee
women more vulnerable to domestic violence.
Some wuniversal causative factors in cases of
spousal violence, including male power and
patriarchal cultures, are aggravated by the abuses
and disadvantages encountered by both refugee
men and women in the country of origin, and
subsequently when living in refugee camps.
(Journal abstract, edited)

Refugee settlement, safety and wellbeing:
Exploring domestic and family
in refugee communities. (2006). Rees, S., &
Pease, B. Melbourne, Vic: Immigrant Women'’s
Domestic Violence Service. Online only: http://
www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/assets/contentFiles/
CAS_Paper4_Refugee.pdf

violence
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Refugees from Ethiopia, South and North Sudan,
Serbia, Bosnia, Croatia and Iraq participated in this
study, which explored the significance of cultural,
psychosocial and economic factors in the safety
and well being of refugee families experiencing
domestic violence. This report explains the goals
and methodology of the study and discusses
the findings. It looks at isolation and increased
risk; laws and decreased risk; seeking assistance
for domestic violence; English language skills;
alcohol and gambling; unemployment, education
and downward mobility; trauma and violence;
racism; vast and overwhelming cultural change;
rights; finances; government supporting women;
traditions; gender equality; and conceptions of
time and leisure.

Research ethics ‘

Feminists researching domestic violence
perpetrator programs:
and children’s safety or misplaced effort?
(2005). Chung, D., & Zannettino, L. Women
Against Violence—An Australian Feminist Journal,

18, 37-45.

Improving women'’s

It is increasingly argued that feminist research
about men’s violence is an important strategy in
achieving the ultimate goal of ending violence
against women and children. However, the
conduct of feminist research that focuses on
male perpetrators is not without its tensions and
ethical dilemmas. Using two of the key findings
from a research project that examined Australian
domestic violence perpetrator programs, this
article discusses how feminism influenced the
various aspects of the research process, and
highlights some of the methodological and ethical
issues the authors encountered in conducting
feminist research in this area. (Journal abstract,
edited)

Risk assessment \

NZS 8006:2006. Screening, risk assessment and
intervention for family violence including
child abuse and neglect. (2006). Standards
New Zealand. Wellington, NZ: Standards New
Zealand. Online only: http://www.police.govt.
nz/resources/2006/nzs-8006-2006/nzs-8006-
2006.pdf

This standard was prepared for screening, risk
assessment and intervention for family violence
including child abuse and neglect in New Zealand.

It establishes the minimum requirements that
should be met by individuals, agencies and
services that work with families living with
family violence, child abuse or neglect. It aims
to provide a consistent set of guidelines for these
services and workers, and to enable a coherent
response to incidents and symptoms of family
violence, abuse and neglect. This standard also
addresses the issue of risk assessment and the
practice of intervention in the form of safety
planning. The standard discusses: the role of the
Treaty of Waitangi; the role of human rights; who
should use this standard; its purpose, application
and benefits; interpretation of the standard;
Maori violence; Pacific peoples and family
violence; immigrant and ethnic communities;
information sharing; police; risk screening; risk
assessment; and safety planning.

\ Victim’s views

Improving service and criminal justice
responses to victims of sexual assault: A
report of a state-based consultation with adult
victims of sexual assault, services and agencies.
(2006). New South Wales. Violence Against
Women Specialist Unit. Ashfield, NSW: Violence
Against Women Specialist Unit, Department of
Community Services. Online only: http://www.
lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lawlink/vaw/1l_vaw.nsf/
vwFiles/SexualAssaultConsultation06.pdf/$file/

SexualAssaultConsultation06.pdf

This study of sexual assault victims’ needs and
experiences in NSW targeted individuals who
reported a sexual assault to NSW services and or
the police since 1995, and services and agencies
that might assist victims of sexual assault. It
focused on information provision to victims;
access to services; take up of medical care; take
up of victims’ compensation; reporting to police,
investigation and charging; the court process;
and change to laws and or procedures.

\ Violence prevention

Changing Best practice in sexual
violence education. (2005). Flood, M. Women
Against Violence: An Australian Feminist Journal,
18, 26-36.

men:

Men must take responsibility for preventing
violence against women. This article discusses
the participation of men in anti violence work,
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and the importance for prevention work of
strategies aimed at men and masculinities. It
considers what works in violence prevention
education with men, presenting five key features
of effective prevention programs: they are
comprehensive; they are intensive; they address
cognitive, affective and behavioural domains;
they are relevant to the audience; and they offer
positive messages.

Health promotion and preventing violence
against women: What does it really mean?
Conference report. (2006). Women’s Health
West. Footscray, Vic: Author. Online only: http://
www.whwest.org.au/docs/ConfReport2006.pdf

The Health promotion and prevention of violence
against women: What does it really mean?
conference, held in June 2006, aimed to help
agencies plan and implement health promotion
actions that work towards the prevention of
violence against women, and to consult with
agencies in Melbourne’s west about the actions
they would like to see included in health
promotion plans. This report discusses the impact
of violence on women, and summarises health
promotion responses to violence against women,
including responses from Melbourne’s west. It

We welcome your feedback

presents the information and ideas that arose
at the conference and outlines the conference
recommendations and the results of community
consultations.  The  appendices include:
VicHealth Mental Health Promotion Framework;
a public health model for the prevention of
violence against women; initiatives by WHS to
prevent violence against women; summary of
workshops; Western Metropolitan Area Primary
Care Partnerships; and recommendations for
direct service agencies.

Women'’s rights

Violence against women: Global thinking,
local action. (2006). McCarthy, T. VicHealth
Letter, 28, 25-26.

Globalisation has created new opportunities
for addressing human rights issues, including
violence against women. This article looks at
the history of advocacy of women’s rights in the
global human rights movement, and at recent
initiatives, such as the United Nations Secretary
General’s Study on Violence Against Women. It
outlines challenges for the future.

Australian Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault

Help to shape the work of the Australian Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault. We are interested in hearing your views on
the best way to meet the needs of our stakeholders. If you have any comments on services that could be offered, possible
topics for publications or areas of research, please fill in the section below and return it to the Institute. Comments can
also be provided on-line via the ACSSA website, or email us at: acssa@aifs.gov.au

What other services would you find useful for your work?

What topics would you liked covered in ACSSA’s publications, or considered for research projects?
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