Family statistics and trends
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ver the last century there has been a significant shift in the choice of a celebrant for marriage ceremonies.
An increasing number of couples are now turning to a civil celebrant to conduct their marriage ceremony.
This trend is depicted in the accompanying figure.
= In 1908 almost all marriages (97 per cent) were performed by ministers of religion; civil celebrants performed
only 3 per cent.
= From 1908 to the 1960s the proportion of marriages performed by ministers of religion declined slightly as the
use of civil celebrants gradually increased. In 1969, ministers of religion performed 89 per cent of marriages while
marriages conducted by civil celebrants accounted for 11 per cent.
= Since the late 1960s the number of marriages performed by civil celebrants has surged dramatically.
e In 1977, civil celebrants conducted one third of marriages.
e In 1999, for the first time, marriages performed by civil celebrants outnumbered marriages carried out by
ministers of religion (51% vs 49%).
e In 2005, this trend has continued, with 60 per cent of marriages being performed by civil celebrants compared
with 40 per cent by ministers of religion.

The choice of marriage celebrant varies across the states and territories and appears to be affected by whether a

couple was living together before getting married.

= Across the states and territories, civil marriage ceremonies are most common in the Northern Territory (74%),
followed by Tasmania, Western Australia and Queensland (65%). At 55 per cent, NSW had the lowest proportion
of civil marriages.

=« Cohabiting couples are twice as likely to have a civil marriage ceremony than couples living separately (67%
compared with 33%).

Furthermore, as outlined by the ABS (2006), when a religious celebrant is chosen to perform a marriage ceremony,

the rites are most commonly Catholic (33%) or Anglican (19%).

= Of marriages performed by a religious celebrant, Catholic ceremonies are the most common in all states and
territories except Tasmania. In Tasmania in 2005, 29 per cent of ceremonies were performed by an Anglican
celebrant and 24 per cent by Catholic ministers.
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Sources: ABS. (various years). Marriages and divorces Australia (Catalogue no. 3310.0); ABS. (2006). Marriages Australia 2005 (Catalogue no. 3306.0.55.001).
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