
Sample management and  
data collection 

The Longitudinal Study of Australian Children 



The LSAC sample 

  Started with 10,090 families in 2004 

  B and K cohort children 



Study respondents 

  Parent 1 

  Parent 2 

  PLE (Parent living elsewhere) 

  Study child 

  ChildÕs teacher 

  Interviewer  



Response rates (%) 

Wave 1 Wave 2 Wave 3 

Overall 100 91 89 

Parent 1 form  85 98/78  87 

Parent 2 form  80 77 72 

Time use diary  81 77 68 

Teacher form  68 79 82 

Parent Living 
Elsewhere 

na 40 79 



Sample management 

  Challenging with longitudinal sample 

  Aim for: 

 Keeping 

 Finding 

 Staying in touch 

  Getting to know our sample helps! 



Staying in touch 

  Between waves mail-out questionnaire 

  Birthday cards 

  December calendars 

  Newsletters 

  Growing Up in Australia  website 



Data collection  
methodologies 

  Have evolved over the waves 

  Moves from paper to computer 

  Moves from parent report to child report 

  Focus on engagement (and retention) 

  New elements for Wave 4 

  Who knows for Waves 5 to 8 



Overview of  
Wave 4 interview 



The fieldwork 

  Logistical nightmare 

  Materials and equipment 

  200 interviewers 

  Training and ongoing support 

  Daily monitoring of response and queries 

  1800 number 



Thank you! 

Any questions?? 


