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health effects andlv

DV = leading contributor to death, disability anc
IliIness among women aged -4& years
(Vichealth2004)

4x more common than breast cancer, impacts
on children of victims, doubles health costs
(Thompson et al 2006)

Indigenous women 35 x more likely to be
hospitalisedor violence (A¥amanret al 2006)

High service use
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nswhealth routine screening policy

Pilot 2000
|dentification increased 2% to 13%
97%- relieved or okay to be asked
94%- ask all women
Implementation 200X 2003

Antenatal, Early childhood, Mental health, Drug and
alcohol servicesall women 16 yrs + at initial
assessment

Screening protocol, scripted questions, referral
pathway, training, annual stat&ide monitoring
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NSW Health Screening Questions

EXPLAIN:

~ In this health service we ask all women the same questions about violence at
home.

~ This is because violence in the home is very common and can be serious ang
want to improve our response to women experiencing domestic violenc

g 2dz R2Yy Qi KIFI®GS (2 |yasgSNI 0KS |jdzSai

~What you say will remain confidential to the health service except where you ¢
us information that indicates there are serious safety concerns for you ¢
your children

ASK:

Q1 Within the last year have you been hit, slapped or hurt in other ways by
your partner or expartner?

Q.2  Areyou frightened of your partner or-partner?

I

f the woman answers NO to both questions, give the information card and say:

Here is some information that we give to all women about domestic violence.

If the woman answers YES to either or both questions continue to Questions 3

Q3 Are you safe to go home when you leave here? =

Q4 Would you like some assistance with this? foe UNSW
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Domestic Violence Screening Flowchart

Information D t
Referral == regs;::;me l:;:ug:gn
Help _  Safety ]
Domestic @ Acknowledge wanted assessment Information TR
violence and FESOUFCE w1 File
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. Information
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. safety concerns ; in file
Domestic given
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screening
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- Document
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policy monitoring

A Annual one month snapshotevery
November since 2004

A Conducted statevide by NSW Health Dept.

A Nov. 2008-12,563 women screened (63%
screening rate)

A 5.8% positive screen (737 women)
A Range 5.8%7.5% since 2004

A Higher Drug and alcohaellower ear
childhood
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method

Crosssectional surveys with women recruited In
health services six months posinitial screen

sites and participants

10 sites (4 antenatal, 5 D&A, 1 mental health)
122 positive screen

241 negative screen

In-depthinterviews20 positive screened
Focus groupwith health workers
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demographics and participation

Demographics

A Age 1760yrs (2130yrs 40% ve & 46%-ve)
A Language other than English 16%& & -ve

A Indigenous 12%¢e, 3%ve

Participation

Positive

Estimate screened 430
Met inclusion criteria 175
Approached to participate 146
Agreed 130

Samplgafter no recall removedfl22

Negative

3009
1283
316
284
241
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first disclosure to any person (%)
7%

23%

—irst disclosure
Previously told
Don't recall

69%
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Screening

Direct asking »
Trust

Choice

Reprisal
A osing control
fShame
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Judging It safe: 3 dimension

Safety from the abuser

oSay | was pregnant and he was doing it and |
said [so] and he came to the clinic and they

sald something, then when | went
g2dzf R O2LJ AU ¢

nome |
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aWomen who are abused carry that round a
lot. Struggle taking the kids to school and just
seeing the other mothers. Great big 4WDs an
& 2 dzQ NXPatduy1 20y, KHbigging down the
NEIFR 6AOK | yAOM. 0A3

Gl 29 OFYy L RA&aOdzaak |
FNASYBoawaK K Q¥S P LU Q&
husbands hit you or [ | misbehave. If | tell

a2YS2ySsE AuQaV. gS NN ¢



safety from losing control

GC¢CKS NBAYF2NOSYSYyUO O°f
counsellors have is very much needed, but it
also starts to feel like a process, like once you
32 02 O0KIFGO fS@St 27T :
going back because people will stop you going
ol O1 d¢ Z.
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decisions to NOT disclose

Of those who gave negative responses .

14% reported In their survey responses they
had actually experienced abuse but elected
not to disclose

Most likely mental health and D&A patients

Reasons for nodisclosure: abuse not
considered serious/ fear/ shame
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services attended

‘ I I I I M Referrals

Social Police DV  24hr Other DoCS Court/ Refuge Other
work Service line health legal
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Information card

A 56% recalled receiving

A 81% who recalled
receiving read it

A 16% gave it to, or talked
about it with, another

A Interviews:4/6 those
still in a relationship
with abuser, allowed

him to read.= | UNS\W
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Change in abuseelated attitudes

% in agreement

# Changen Agreement

AttitAude Now, Then ] Incrgased Decreaseg
. SAY3d KdzNli o60e | LI NUYSNI I FFS
Positive 96% (105/110| 80% (88/110) 31 2
Negative 97% (201/208)| 94% (196/208) 18 2
Abuse by a partner or gpartner happens to a lot of women
Positive 86% (92/107) | 81% (87/107) 20 8
Negative 82% (168/204)| 76% (158/204 18 3

If a woman gets

hit by her partner she probably deserves it

Positive 8% (9/112) | 17% (19/112) 3 20
Negative 2% (4/230) 1% (3/230) 4 4
LGQa | 3I22R ARSI F2NJ KSIf OK
Positive 02% (104/113)| 78% (88/113) 22 1
Negative 05% (218/229)| 9200 (211/229) 17 1

| could ask for help from health workers about abuse

Positive

84% (96/114)

65% (74/114)

29

Negative

95% (220/232

93% (216/232)
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34% identified benefits from screening

Type of outcome

Prompted to reevaluate 10
Diminished isolation 9
Access to services/ support 4
Moved/ abuse ended 3
Other 5

Total 31
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did anything bad or negative happen
as a result of the screening?

A Reported by 7/119 (6%)

Of those who provided further.....
A5/7 - sadness / depression
A 1/7 - Reabused

A Reabused participant also reported that
police charged offender, received social work

and legal services
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selfreported change in abuse

A 100% screened positive

AHITS tool scores

A (Frequency: hit, insult/ threaten/ scream at)
A54% (62/114) in current abuse streening
A 35% (40/114) in current abugemonths later
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diverse situations

Al 6dzZaSY LYy 2NJ 2dzi X (K¢
A Abuse postseparation
A Relationship ended?
A Women who remained
In relationships not
G OdzNNBy (f é&¢é’
A Not simply progression from abuse to safety
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df people are taking it this seriously that they
have to ask you guestions about it, then you
aK2dzZ R R2 a42YSUKAY3 r
YFRS AU Of AOl AYy Yé
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responses to disclosure

-> development of
connection
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conclusions

A Screening acts as a complex intervention

A Has high acceptance among women

A Provides opportunities for first disclosure

A Associated with reported attitude change

A Useful effects reported by 1/3 abused women
A The boundaries of abuse are blurred

A Screening leads to naming of abuse and
supporting connection

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

5T



at SNAEAAU Y2NB®D® t SNBRA
1SSLI ljdzZA SG 06SOIl dzaS ¢k
2yiteé Aa1SR 2y0OS | yR |
when you really want something. Just
knocking, knocking, knocking. Because you
1y26 GKIFIG 6KSYy é&2dz 3:
you keep on knocking they WILL open the
door, no matter If they are angry are like
G211 ¢ R2 @&2dz 2! b¢Keg {
YR R2Yy QU 3IADS dzLI®E
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