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Facsimile: (03) 9214 7839 
International: +61 3 9214 7839

September 1998

The Hon. Warwick Smith
Minister for Family Services
Parliament House
Canberra
ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

In accordance with Section 9(1) of Part 3 of the Commonwealth Authorities
and Companies Act 1997, we have the pleasure of presenting the eighteenth
Annual Report of the Australian Institute of Family Studies.

The report relates to the period from 1 July 1997 to 30 June 1998.

Institute Board of Management:

Margaret Guilfoyle (Presiding Member)
Robert Gregory (Deputy Presiding Member)
Susan Bastick
Donald Chalmers
Sarah Kennedy
John Mathews
Stephen Schwartz
John Shelton (Acting Director)
Louise Staley
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Vision Statement
The Australian Institute of Family Studies will achieve and maintain eminence as a 
centre of excellence for research and information on family wellbeing.
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The Board of Management and mem-
bers of staff were shocked and saddened
to learn of the death, on 17 April 1998,
of the Director, Dr Harry McGurk. Harry
came to the Institute with an international
reputation for his research into family
matters, and he brought to the role of
Director a strong commitment to social
justice issues, especially those involving
children. His energy, vitality and dedica-
tion is greatly missed.

The Board and members of staff were
deeply saddened by the death, on 13
June 1998, of our colleague, Principal
Research fellow, Dr Kathleen Funder.
During her 15 years with the Institute,
Kate played a crucial role in the
Institute’s research agenda, most notably
the place of children in society and the
adaptations of parents and children to
the psychological and economic after-
math of marriage breakdown. She was
recognised in Australia and internation-
ally for the quality and policy relevance
of her research, her many publications
and her commitment to scholarship.
Colleagues miss Kate and the ability she
had of inspiring in others the interest,
initiative and energy which she possessed
in abundance.

Research, Contracts,
Activities 

The year 1997–98 has seen the existing
triennial core research program
(1995–98) draw to a close. Detailed
reports of research projects appear in
Section 3, and a summary of Research
Project Performance for the year is
included at the end of Section 3 of this
Annual Report.

Work is now well under way for the new
research program for the next triennium
1998–2001. Details of the plan are still
being developed but will centre in the

following areas of research: the life
course of families; family formation, 
dissolution and reformation; parenting,
child care and child protection; and
social exchanges.

During the year the Rotary Health
Research Fund continued its support of
the Institute’s evaluation of ‘Looking
After Children’ – a new initiative in the 
provision of out-of-home care services 
in Victoria – by granting the Institute a
further $35,000 to enable the project’s
completion.

The Commonwealth Office for the
Status of Women awarded the Institute 
a contract to collect data, within the 
context of the ongoing Australian
Divorce Transitions Project, on the
occurrence of violence between divorced
and divorcing couples.

The Lincoln Gerontology Centre of
LaTrobe University, with which the
Institute has previously collaborated, has
awarded the Institute a further contract
to collect data on its behalf within the
context of the Centre’s project on
healthy retirement.

Following a process of selective tender
and a presentation to the Department by
the then Director, Dr Harry McGurk, the
Institute was invited by the Children’s
Services Program of the Department of
Health and Family Services to form a
partnership with another tenderer to
undertake a feasibility study of children’s
routine exposure to formal and informal
non-parental child care.

In consequence, a contract to carry out
the feasibility study was awarded to a
partnership comprising the Australian
Institute of Family Studies and the
Australian Consortium for Research in
Early Childhood – the latter comprising
senior academic personnel from the

Corporate Overview

2 Australian Institute of Family Studies 1997–1998 Annual Report 

Corporate Overview



departments of early childhood studies
at the Queensland University of
Technology, Macquarie University, and
the University of Melbourne. The work
was completed in March 1998 and a
report submitted to the Department that
included specific recommendations 
concerning the design, data collection
methods and management of a national
longitudinal study of outcomes of non-
parental child care in Australia. The
Department is now considering how
such an undertaking might be funded
and will make recommendations to
Government as appropriate.

Other contracts awarded during the year
included the evaluation of the Family
and Neighbourhood Links (FANL) and
Enhanced Client Outcomes (ECO) 
projects for the Victorian Department of
Human Services. Also conducted on
behalf of the Department of Human
Services was an evaluation of the
Melbourne Western Metropolitan
Region family outreach service.

The first stocktake of Youth Suicide
Prevention activities was published in
March 1998. The evaluation of the
National Youth Suicide Prevention
Strategy is currently being undertaken.

The National Child Protection Clearing
House continued to develop and 
attracted ever increasing support.
Currently the Clearing House holds 
over 3000 items directly related to child
abuse/neglect.   

The Institute’s web site continued to
grow and now includes several new 
features. An average of approximately
1200 visitors per month have accessed
the site.

New Minister

Following a reallocation of portfolios by
the Prime Minster the Hon. John
Howard in October 1997, the Institute
has a new reporting Minister. The Hon.
Warwick Smith was appointed Minister
for Family Services and honoured the

Institute with a visit on 9 February 1998.
During his visit the Minister spoke with
staff over morning tea.  

Board of Management

The Board of Management of the
Institute met on three occasions during
1997–98. Two new members of the
Board, Mrs Susan Bastick and Dr Sarah
Kennedy, took up their appointments in
February 1998. The term of appoint-
ment of the Board’s Presiding Member
Ms Ann Sherry expired on 10 May 1998
and she has been replaced by Dame
Margaret Guilfoyle. The term of appoint-
ment of Ms Adele Horin, who has served
on the Board since 1994, expired on 20
June 1998. The contributions made by
both Ann Sherry and Adele Horin have
been most appreciated.  

Social Justice and Equity

As a Commonwealth-funded agency,
the Australian Institute of Family
Studies is committed to the active 
pursuit of the principles of Social
Justice and Equity. The Institute has
adopted a Social Justice and Equity
Strategy, the intent of which is to
ensure that its research reflects the
diversity of families in Australia, and
that the Institute’s information and
related services are accessible and 
relevant to all members of the
Australian community. In particular,
the Institute is concerned to ensure
that justice and equity is not impeded
on account of language, culture, race
or religion. The extension of the
Parenting-21 research project to
include respondents from the Islander
communities of the Torres Strait is a
demonstration of our commitment in
this respect.

Within the Institute, social justice and
equity issues are addressed in the context
of an Institute Consultative Committee
(ICC) comprising representatives of
management, staff and the Community
and Public Sector Union.

Corporate Overview
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$(’000) and Actual Staff Years
Actual Actual Budget

1996–97 1997–98 1998–99
Budgetary basis
Components of Appropriation

Program costs (excl. running costs) – – –
Running costs 3291 3240 3236

Total Appropriation 3291 3240 3236
Less adjustments – – –
Total outlays 3291 3240 3236
Staffing
Staff years (actual) 40.79 37.67 39.75

Staffing/Human Resources

With the death of the Director, the
Institute’s Business Manager, John
Shelton, has been Acting Director since
April 1998.

The year saw several staff leave the
Institute, with the resignations of David
de Vaus (Research Manager), Anna
Gemmell (Library Assistant), Simon
Gibbons (Information Technology
Officer), Rosalind Moye (Assistant
Editor), and Viviana Lazzarini (Research
Officer).

During the year a number of appoint-
ments were made: Dr Trevor Batrouney
as consultant acting in the capacity of
Research Manager; Dr Mary O’Dowd
and Penny Mitchell to the positions of
Research Fellow; Anna Buratti, Jody
Hughes, Belinda Murray and Robyn
Parker to the positions of Research
Officer; Joan Kelleher and Robin Jeffs to
the positions of Librarian; Melissa Veit to
the position of Information Technology
Officer; and Sana Habib to the position
of Library Assistant.

Workforce Planning
With planning for the new triennial
research plan nearing completion, work
commenced to ensure that staffing
resources to match the plan are suffi-

Corporate Overview
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cient and flexible enough to achieve
planned outcomes. Since March 1998,
resources have been invested in ensuring
staff are exposed to family policy 
development and implementation.
Accordingly, several senior officers from
the Department of Health and Family
Services have visited the Institute to brief
staff on relevant issues. 

During the year, resources continued to
be invested in competency-based training
and career enhancement.

Agency Bargaining
Negotiations with staff in respect to a
Workplace Certified Agreement, as 
specified in the Workplace Relation Act
1996, are near completion. 

Business Management
With the introduction of the
Government’s new financial management
initiatives, much of the time of the
Finance Manager and his staff has been
spent on redesigning the Institute’s
financial system to reflect the introduction
of full accrual budgeting and accounting.
The task is now complete.

The Institute remains in a strong financial
position. Financial Reports for 1997–98
are contained in Section 8 of this Annual
Report.

Financial and staffing resources summary (all programs)



Reconciliation of Programs and Appropriation Elements for 1997–98
$(’000)

A + B + C + D = E – F = G
Program Approp.Bills Approp.Bills Special Annotated Program Adjustments Program
Number Nos 1 & 3 Nos 2 & 4 Approps Approps Approps Outlays

1 3240 – – – 3240 – 3240
2

Total 3240 – – – 3240 – 3240

Internal and External
Scrutiny

During the year, Internal Audit under-
took a review of the Institute’s computing
system, concentrating on security and
related procedures. The auditor’s report
indicated that existing procedures were
adequate.

There has been no significant comment
on issues relating to the Institute in
1997–98. The External Audit Report
relating to the 1997–98 financial state-
ments contains no qualifications.
Suggestions made by the Australian
National Audit Office in respect to
improvement of some processes will be
addressed immediately.

Corporate Overview
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The Institute was established in February
1980 under Part XIVA of the Family Law
Act 1975. As described in S.114B(2) of
Part XIVA of the Act, the functions of
the Institute are:

(a) to promote, by the conduct, 
encouragement and coordination of
research and other appropriate means,
the identification of, and development
of understanding of, the factors affecting
family and marital stability in Australia,
with the object of promoting the protec-
tion of the family as the natural and 
fundamental group unit in society; and

(b)to advise and assist the Minister in
relation to the making of grants, and
with the approval of the Minister to
make grants out of moneys available
under appropriations made by the
Parliament for purposes related to the
functions of the Institute and the 
supervising of the employment of 
grants so made.

Carrying out these broad functions
involves the Institute in the following
areas of activity:

Research: To study and evaluate matters
which affect the social and economic
wellbeing of all Australian families.

Information: To inform Government
and other bodies concerned with family
wellbeing and the public about issues
relating to Institute findings.

Promotion: To promote the development
of improved methods of family support,
including measures which prevent family
disruption and promote marital and
family stability.

Dissemination: To publish and otherwise
disseminate the findings of Institute and
other family research.

More specifically, the following functions
are performed:

• monitoring of demographic and social
changes in Australian families and 
identification of implications of such
changes for social policy;

• conduct of research on the operation
and effects of the Family Law Act and
other legislation affecting the rights and
obligations of family members;

• conduct of research on factors 
influencing how families function with
the object of understanding the 
consequences of social policy changes
and recommending relevant means of
promoting family wellbeing and stability;

• conduct of research, consultations and
reporting on the effect of Federal and
State legislation and proposed changes
in legislation and programs on the ways
families function;

• dissemination of information and
research results via media, information
publications, public seminars and other
means, with the object of improving 
public understanding of factors affecting
marital and family wellbeing;

• encouragement of broader research
on Australian families;

• acting as a national centre of 
information about Australian families.

Operation of the Institute
From its establishment in 1980 until
June 1989, the Institute operated within
the Attorney-General’s portfolio. In June
1989, the Institute was transferred to the
portfolio of the Minister for Social
Security. Following the Federal Election
of March 1993, the Institute was moved
to the Health, Housing, Local
Government and Community Services
portfolio, with transfer arrangements 
formally effected from 1 July 1993. In
March 1994 the portfolio was restructured
and the Institute relocated to the

Structure and Functions
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Australian Institute of Family Studies
Organisational structure

as at 30 June 1998

Department of Human Services and
Health. Since the Federal Election of
March 1996, the Department has been
renamed Health and Family Services.
The Institute has remained with the
Department, reporting to the Minister
for Family Services, The Hon. Warwick
Smith.

Part XIVA of the Family Law Act 1975,
as amended by the Family Law Reform
Act 1995, provides for the structure of
the Institute to consist of a Director
and a Board of Management appoint-
ed by the Governor-General, staff
members employed by the Director on
behalf of the Commonwealth, and
other persons engaged in the same
manner to assist as consultants or 
otherwise. The Director and other
Board members hold office for a 
period not exceeding seven years, 
as is specified in the instrument of
appointment, and are eligible for
reappointment. Staff numbers are 
limited to levels approved by
Government but there is flexibility
within the Institute’s one-line budget.
For 1997–98 the approved staffing
level was 45 people including the
Director. In addition, the Institute
hires fixed-term and casual staff and

consultants for specific research 
projects or functional tasks as they 
are needed.

The general direction of the Institute is
entrusted to the Board of Management
which comprises the Director and four
or more other members. Subject to the
Board’s general direction, the Director is
required to manage the affairs of the
Institute.

The Board’s responsibility is exercised
primarily through the process of setting
broad guidelines for the operations of
the Institute and receiving regular
reports from the Director to enable the
Board to be informed whether the 
provisions of Part XIVA of the Family Law
Act are being complied with. The Board
does not engage in the day-to-day man-
agement of the Institute; its role is to
ensure that the Director has 
established appropriate plans, policies
and procedures for the efficient and
effective management of the Institute
and that the Parliament is informed on
the manner in which the Institute’s 
activities are performed.

The Minister may request the Board to
arrange for the Institute to engage in a

Structure and Functions
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particular activity and, after consultation
with the Board, specify the priority to be
given to the activity. Any requests made
by the Minister are to be specified in the
Institute’s Annual Report along with 
the priority accorded them and progress
made in giving effect to them.

The Institute conducts research for
other bodies on a contract basis.
Contract research projects undertaken
during 1997–98 are described in the sec-
tion ‘Financial Statements’.

Board of Management
1997–98

Mrs Susan Bastick
BA(Hons), LLB (Hons)
NSW State President
Australian Family Association
(Appointed February 1998)

Professor Robert Gregory
BCom(Melb) PhD(Lon)
Deputy Presiding Member
Head, Division of Economics and 
Politics
Research School of Social Sciences,
Australian National University, Canberra
(Appointed July 1989
Reappointed September 1991
Reappointed September 1993
Reappointed September 1995)

Dame Margaret Guilfoyle, DBE
LLB(ANU), FCPA, FCIS
Presiding Member (from May 1998)
Senator for Victoria 1971–1987
Chair of the Judicial Remuneration
Tribunal
Deputy Chair of the Infertility Treatment
Authority
(Appointed July 1992
Reappointed July 1995
Reappointed May 1998)

Ms Adele Horin
BA(WA)
Journalist, Sydney Morning Herald
(Appointed March 1994
Reappointed December 1995)

Dr Sarah Kennedy
MBBS(Melb), BA(Melb)
General Practitioner
(Appointed February 1998)

Dr Harry McGurk
BA, PhD(Strathclyde)
Director AIFS
(Appointed June 1994)
Died April 1998)

Ms Ann Sherry
BA(Qld), GradDipIndRel(Brisbane)
Presiding Member
General Manager, Human Resources
and Public Affairs
Bank of Melbourne
(Appointed March 1995
Retired May 1998)

Staff of the Institute

All staff are located at 300 Queen Street,
Melbourne, Victoria 3000, Australia.

Executive

Director
Harry McGurk (Died 17.4.98)
BA(Strathclyde), PhD(Strathclyde)

Business Manager
John Shelton (Acting Director 18.4.98)
BBusStud(Swin)

Research Manager
David de Vaus (Resigned 16.1.98) 
BA(Hons)(LaTrobe), DipEd(LaTrobe), 
PhD(LaTrobe)

Acting Research Manager
Trevor Batrouney (Consultant) 
(from January 1998)
BA(Melb), MEd(Monash), PhD(Monash)

Executive Support Unit

Narda Sowter

Mary Grace Soriano
BA(UP), GradDipIndRel(UP),
MSc(AIT), GradDipSocWelfare(Monash)

Research, Service Review and 
Evaluation Program

Diana Amos
BA(CIT), GradDipAppPsych(Monash),
MAPS

Structure and Functions
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Andrew Burbidge
BA(Melb), MA(Melb), PhD(Melb)

Kathleen Funder (Died 13.6.98)
BA(Hons)(Melb), MA(Melb),
BEd(Monash), PhD(Melb), MAPS

Helen Glezer
BA(Hons)(Melb), MA(LaTrobe)

Christine Kilmartin
BSocStud(Qld)

Violet Kolar
BA(Chish), MA(Monash)

Viviana Lazzarini (Resigned 30.1.98)
BA(LaTrobe), GradDipPolLaw(LaTrobe)

Eva Mills
BSc(Melb), GradDipStats/OpsRes(RMIT)

Christine Millward
BA(Hons)(LaTrobe), MA(LaTrobe)

Lixia Qu
BSc(Nanjing), MA(Changchun),
MURP(Hawaii)

Grania Sheehan
BA(Hons)(Qld)

Bruce Smyth
BA(SUT)

Gregg Snider
BA(Indiana), MA(Missouri), PhD(Iowa)

Wendy Stone
BA(Hons)(ANU), MA(Melb)

Ruth Weston
BA(Hons)(Melb), MA(Melb)

Ian Winter
BA(Sussex), MA(Sussex), PhD(Melb)

Ilene Wolcott
BA(Rochester), MEd(American)

Contract
Anna Buratti
BA(LaTrobe), BSW(LaTrobe),
DipDevelPsych(AustinHospital),
DipFamTherapy(Bouverie Centre)

Jody Hughes
BA(ANU)

Penny Mitchell
BSci(Hons)(NSW), MPubHlth(Syd)

Belinda Murray
BSci(Vic.Univ), GradDipAppSci(Ballarat
Univ)

Mary O’Dowd
BA(Southhampton), MEd(UnivWA),
PhD(Monash)

Robyn Parker
BA(Chisholm),
GradDip(AppPsy)(Monash)

Adam Tomison
BSc(Hons)(Deakin)

Sarah Wise
BA(Hons)(Melb), MA(Melb)

Information, Dissemination and
Marketing Program

Judy Adams
BA(Melb), GradDipLib(RMIT)

Carole Jean
BA(Hons)(Monash),
GradDipLib(Monash)

Meredith Michie
BA(LaTrobe)

Catherine Rosenbrock
BEc(Hons)(Monash)

Belinda Snider
BA(Natal), GradDipLib(RMIT)

Deborah Whithear
BA(Sydney), DipLib(NSW), ALAA

Permanent Part-time
Anita Emmanouilidis 
CertAppSc(BoxHill)

Susan Fooks
BA(Hons)(Colby), GradDipLib(RMIT), 
GradDipEdit&Pub(Hons)(RMIT)

Rosalind Moye (Resigned 16.10.97)
BA(Melb), AssDipArts(RMIT)

Contract 
Anna Gemmell (Resigned 12.2.98)
DipSocSc(WesternTAFE)

Sana Habib

Structure and Functions
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Robin Jeffs
BA(Monash), GradDipLib(Ballarat),
GradDipChildLit(Deakin)

Margaret Jenkins

Joan Kelleher
BA(LaTrobe), GradDipEdSec(Catholic
Institute), GradDipLibInf(MCAE)

Management, Administration and
Financial Infrastructure Program

Annette Dowie

Noelene Epstein

Simon Gibbons (Resigned 5.9.97)
BEc(Monash),
GradDipStats/OpsRes(RMIT)

Tracy Joyce
BA(Hons)(Monash)

Kathleen McHugh
BA(Deakin)

Karen McNair
DipBusAcc(Peninsula)

Ross Millward
BSc(Monash), DipEd(Melb)

Grant Plozza CPA
BBus(RMIT), GradDipAcc(Gippsland)

Melissa Veit
CertInf(Broadmeadows),
AdvCertInf(Kangan), DipInf(Kangan)

Permanent Part-time
Pratima Francis
BA(MSU), BA(Melb),
GradDipCrim(Melb)

Angela Mackie

Structure and Functions
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The principal objective of the Research, Service Review and Evaluation
Program is to promote, by the conduct and encouragement of 
fundamental and applied research, understanding of the factors
influencing the capacity of Australian families to function effectively.
To this end, research activities are designed to:

1.Expand knowledge, inform the policy process and improve public
understanding of:

• factors affecting the social and economic wellbeing of families
across the life course;

• social, economic, legal and normative factors related to 
changing patterns of family formation, dissolution and reformation;

• factors that promote effective parenting and caring for children in
families;

• child protection;

• caring and wellbeing of families in later life;

• living standards of Australian families;

• trends in the demographic, social and values structures of
Australian society affecting families.

2.Encourage and coordinate wider research aimed at improving 
understanding of factors affecting marital and family wellbeing
among policy makers, service providers and the public at large.

Research, Service Review 
and Evaluation Program 3



Solid progress was made in 1997–98 in
implementing the core studies included
in the Institute’s Research, Service
Review and Evaluation Program. The
Program identified six core areas of
research: family wellbeing across the life
course; family formation, dissolution and
reformation; parenting young children;
child protection studies; ageing, later life
families and family care; and the living
standards of Australian families. The
Program also monitored demographic
trends related to families.

A summary of Research Project
Performance in 1997–98 is included at
the end of this section.

The focus during the 1997–98 year has
been on data analysis and publications in
several of the major studies. These
included Stage 1 of the Australian Family
Life Course Study; the Housing Across
the Life Course Study; the Later Life
Families Study; Parenting 21; and the
Australian Divorce Transitions Project.
Outputs from these studies will continue
to be produced in the following year.

The Institute has also undertaken a
number of research consultancies in
areas consistent with its research direc-
tions. These include: Impact of Violence
on Post-Separation Negotiations and
Financial Outcomes, for the Office of
the Status of Women; evaluations of
child protection pilot projects, for the
Department of Human Services Victoria;
evaluation of an out-of home (public)
care pilot project being implemented by
the Department of Human Services
Victoria. 

During 1997–98, the Institute’s Computer
Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI)
unit provided services for many of the
Institute’s own research projects as well
as for external contract research 
projects. Examples of the latter include a

survey of carers for the Department of
Social Security; the Melbourne
University Neighbourhoods Study, the
Health Status of Older People and
Healthy Retirement Studies (Lincoln
Gerontology Centre, La Trobe
University). 

A number of projects were completed 
in 1997–98. For example, Newtown
Revisited, a study of a particular commu-
nity undertaken in conjunction with the
University of Newcastle, came to an end;
a major publication will be forthcoming
early in the next calendar year. A joint
project was completed on the Economic
Cost of Child Abuse and Neglect in
South Australia with the South
Australian Office of Families and
Children. Two papers from the Later
Life Families Study – ‘Dimensions of
Retirement’ and ‘Intergenerational
Relations and Social Transfers’ – were
also published. During 1997–98, a 
number of discussion papers on the
prevention of child abuse were 
completed for the New South Child
Protection Council. The Housing across
the Life Course Study resulted in the 
following publications: ‘Social
Polarisation and Housing Careers’ 
and ‘Public–Private Mix in Housing
Policy Reform’.

Projects nearing completion include: a
report on Impact of Violence on Post-
Separation Negotiations and Financial
Outcomes, a monograph on Work and
Family, and working papers on
Sterilisation and Ex-nuptial Births. In
addition, two working papers from the
Australian Divorce Transitions project,
one on Spousal Support and the other
on Superannuation, are nearing 
completion.

The Institute has engaged in a number
of collaborative ventures with Australian
universities, Commonwealth and State

Research, Service Review and Evaluation
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Government departments and agencies.
These include the Australian National
University, Sydney University, Melbourne
University, the University of Queensland,
the University of Newcastle, the
Department of Social Security, the
Australian Housing and Urban Research
Institute, the Australian Council for
Educational Research, the Family Court

of Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Health Services, among others.

Taken together, the 1997–98 Research,
Service Review and Evaluation Program
adds substantially to the increased
understanding of factors affecting
Australian family wellbeing.

Research, Service Review and Evaluation
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Australian Family Life
Course Study (Stage 1)

The Australian Family Life Course Study
is a national longitudinal panel survey of
individuals aged between 25–50 years, 
living in varying family circumstances.
Individuals aged less than 25 years but
with primary parenting responsibility for
a child are included in the sample. The
first stage of the survey was conducted
during the latter half of 1996 using the
Institute’s Computer Assisted Telephone
Interviewing (CATI) unit. The second
stage is scheduled for the next financial
year. 

The study examines wellbeing for a
range of family types at major transition
points within the life course. Its broad
aim is to achieve a better understanding
of how the major demographic, social
and economic changes over the last 30
years have affected family functioning
and family wellbeing and stability. 

Family relationships and family function-
ing are explored in relation to economic
resources, social integration and support,
family composition and intergenerational
links and other demographic variables
such as urban rural differences and 
ethnic background.

There are five major research areas in
the study:

• employment patterns across the life course –
the labour force attachment and careers
of men and women across the life
course, including work preferences and
values;

• demographic analysis of pathways to family
formation, dissolution and reformation – the
prevalence and diversity of different
types of family formation and reformation
and the implications for children; also
fertility issues concerning the number of
children, timing of the first birth, and
spacing of children and incidence of
sterilisation;

• families caring – a comparison of family
functioning and wellbeing among families
caring for a member with a disability,
long-term illness or frail aged with 
families who do not have these caring
responsibilities;

• family functioning and wellbeing – a com-
parison of families with a child with a 
disability or health problem with families
with children without health problems;

• intergenerational links – the impact of
family background characteristics on
family values about intergenerational
support and caring and on gender roles. 

The Australian Family Life course survey
has generated conference papers, Family
Matters articles and a Briefing Paper. A
book on work and family, funded by
Esso, is near completion and further
research findings will be published 
during the next six months.

Housing Across the 
Life Course

This project investigates how one com-
ponent of the family life course, the 
family housing career, is changing in 
the face of significant economic, 
demographic and social change.

Research, Service Review and Evaluation
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Family Wellbeing Across the Life Course
Families are engaged in constant processes of transition to which adaptive adjustment
is the essence of stability. To understand family stability, therefore, is to understand the
processes in which families engage to maintain equilibrium and thereby provide for the
nurture and care of their members. This section of the Research, Service Review and
Evaluation Program focuses on different aspects of family wellbeing and adjustment
and has implications for developing policies appropriate to supporting families of 
different types and at different points in their lives. 



A phase of qualitative data collection,
comprising a series of in-depth 
interviews was undertaken, following the
completion of the quantitative data 
collection. The in-depth interviews
explored the family, employment and
housing-related reasons for every 
locational move for 66 respondents. 
The research technology of the
Institute’s Computer Assisted Telephone
Interviewing (CATI) unit was successfully
extended into this area of qualitative
data collection.

Data from this project have continued to
be useful in informing developments in
Commonwealth housing policy. The 
project team gave oral evidence to the
Senate Community Affairs References
Committee Inquiry into Housing
Assistance and tabled further written
submissions; evidence which was drawn
upon in the final report of the Inquiry. 
A paper delivered to the Social Policy
Research Centre conference at the
University of New South Wales has 
been published in the conference 
proceedings.

The project has also continued to
inform public discussion on housing
issues, with a recently released Working
Paper and journal article reporting a
decline in Australia’s home ownership
rate, particularly amongst young families,
attracting considerable media interest.

A collaborative venture extending the
work of the project has been undertaken
with the Australian Housing and Urban
Research Institute and the University of
Sydney through an Australian Research
Council Grant that will investigate time
series data on housing tenure, adequacy
and costs, in relation to different age
cohorts, income groups and household
types. 

A further collaboration has commenced
with the Australian Council for
Educational Research. Drawing upon
the Longitudinal Survey of Australian
Youth, access to home ownership by
young Australians will be investigated.

Negotiations with the Department of
Social Security have been finalised for
the completion of two reports: the
mobility and tenure choice of public and
private renters, and intergenerational
transfers of accommodation support.

Research, Service Review and Evaluation
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Australian Divorce
Transitions Project
This project aims to study the process of
divorce and its consequences for par-
ents; to examine the impact of divorce
on an older cohort of couples for whom
the issues of employment, housing,
superannuation and future security are
important concerns; and to provide a
children’s perspective on divorce as an
extension of work undertaken in the
Institutes’s Consequences of Marriage
Breakdown Study. The study:
• re-examines and extends the economic
and social aspects of divorce presented
in the first two volumes, Settling Up and
Settling Down, emanating from the
Consequences of Marriage Breakdown
Study, and provides a contemporary
basis for the evaluation of the impact of
changes in family law and social policies
over the last decade;
• examines matters of justice and equity
as they relate to older people who divorce
in terms of employment, retraining, social
security provision and future security
through superannuation entitlements,
and builds on existing knowledge
derived from the former Consequences
of Marriage Breakdown Study;
• provides a benchmark for evaluating
new legislation concerning children in the
Family Law Reform Act 1995, and informs
debate in the consideration of children’s
views in matters concerning contact and
living arrangements, child support and
wellbeing after parental separation.

Working Papers to inform policy debates
on child support, matrimonial property
division and superannuation, spousal
support, current trends in child contact,
and living arrangements are currently in
preparation.

Violence and Financial
Outcomes Project
This study, commissioned by the Office
of the Status of Women – Legal, Violence
and International division, examines the
prevalence of violence for divorced men
and women and its relevance to property
settlement and financial outcomes post-
separation. A report has been completed.

Sibling Relationships and
Adjustment to Parental
Divorce
There is scant information available to the
Family Court on how to make decisions in
the best interests of the child, particularly
when decisions can affect children from
the same family differently. This project
aims to explore the function of the sibling
relationship for children during and 
following the divorce of their parents with
a view to assisting the Family Court in
making decisions relating to residential
and contact arrangements.
The project is being undertaken in 
conjunction with the Family Court of
Australia and the University of
Queensland Family Centre. The first
wave of data collection is under way. 
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Family Formation, Dissolution and
Reformation
The Institute was established with the broad goal of improving the understanding of
factors affecting marital and family stability. The marked changes in family formation
and dissolution in recent years have far reaching implications for family functioning and
wellbeing. This component of the Research, Service Review and Evaluation Program
is designed to identify the role of values, the law and support programs in processes
of family formation and dissolution and in making the transitions that these family
changes involve.



Parenting-21 

Parenting-21 explores how Australian
parents from a variety of cultural 
backgrounds pass on their values to their
children. The study focuses on child
rearing practices and attitudes, and how
these relate to cultural beliefs about the
nature of childhood. Parenting-21 is
linked to an international consortium 
of research teams carrying out similar 
projects in Italy, the Netherlands,
Poland, Spain, Sweden, and the United
States.

The study aims to provide a detailed 
picture of how ordinary Australian 
families are raising their children today,
preparing them for life into the next
century; to evaluate the influence of 
cultural background on raising children;
and to contribute to discussions regard-
ing the development of support services
for families with young children.

The sample for the first component 
consisted of 378 families Australia-wide.
The sample for the second component
comprised Australian families from
Anglo and Vietnamese communities in
Melbourne.

Data collection and preparation is 
complete for the national, Anglo and
Vietnamese families. Data analysis has
focused mainly on the Anglo sample
with results forming part of the interna-
tional collaborative research project due
to be presented at an international 
conference. It is envisaged that data
analysis of the three samples of families
will be completed by 30 June 1999.

The Office of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Health Services of the
Department of Health and Family
Services awarded the Institute a contract
to extend the scope of Parenting-21 to
include remote communities of the
Torres Strait Islands. This extension of
Parenting-21 is being undertaken in 
collaboration with the University of
Queensland.

The methodology has been especially
designed to take account of the linguistic
and cultural backgrounds of the commu-
nities of the Torres Strait. It includes
focus and family group discussions, 
and interviews with key informants.
Fieldwork will be undertaken from July
to October 1998 in six of the Torres
Strait islands. 
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Parenting Young Children
Families play a core role in the care and nurture of children, in their socialisation, and
in the transmission of values from one generation to another. This part of the
Research, Service Review and Evaluation Program focuses on issues relating to the care
of children: how parents care; the impact of work on care; and the use of formal and
informal child care.



Evaluation of a Victorian
Pilot Implementation of
Looking After Children

With support from the Rotary Health
Research Fund of Australia, the Institute
is conducting an independent evaluation
of a new initiative in the provision of 
out-of-home care services currently being
implemented on a trial basis by the
Department of Human Services Victoria,
Protection and Care Branch. 

The Looking After Children (LAC) 
initiative is a practical program which
focuses on seven key areas of children’s
wellbeing. The intention of LAC is to
create an environment in which children
in care receive a level of care and 
support comparable to other children. 

The Institute’s evaluation will determine
how well the LAC initiative contributes
to the physical and psychosocial 
wellbeing of children and young people
involved in the trial, and will also consider
the extent to which LAC promotes the
continued involvement of the family of
origin in the lives of their children. 

Data collection is close to completion,
and a final report to stakeholders, as well
as a detailed Institute publication, will be
produced by December 1998. 

Child Protection and Family
Wellbeing Project Evaluations

In 1997 the Institute was contracted by
the Department of Human Services
Victoria to conduct the evaluation of
three innovative child protection/family

wellbeing strategies being piloted in 
various regions of the State. Each has
focused on ensuring that children and
their families had access to services
which would assist them to address 
family problems and prevent child 
maltreatment. These projects are: the
Family and Neighbourhood Links
(FANL) project; the Enhanced Client
Outcomes (ECO) project; and the
Western Metropolitan Region Pilot
Family Outreach Service. 

FANL and ECO projects
The Family and Neighbourhood Links
project is based on research in the areas
of family support and child protection
that indicates the importance of social
support to family functioning and good
parenting. It reflects a shift in approach
towards prevention and early 
intervention, particularly in regard to
family breakdown and child abuse. The
essence of the FANL project is to
enhance the supporting mechanisms
currently available to families.

The Enhanced Client Outcomes
approach aims to provide a system of
responses to child abuse reports received
by Protective Services which recognise
the varying degrees of risk and diversity
of needs within the client population. 

To achieve Department of Human
Services objectives, the Institute has
designed an evaluation which enables a
comparison of regions implementing
both FANL and ECO projects with 
others piloting the ECO project alone
and a ‘no treatment’ region. Data 
collection is currently under way, with
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Child Protection Studies
To complement the Institute’s responsibility for the National Child Protection Clearing
House, a number of research projects on child protection and child abuse prevention
have been undertaken. The purpose of these studies is to identify the ways in which
child abuse prevention is being undertaken in various parts of Australia; to contrast the
effectiveness of different strategies; and to examine appropriate models of service 
delivery in the area of child and family support.



the expectation that the project will be 
completed, and final reports provided to
the Department of Human Services in
December 1998.

Pilot Family Outreach Service
In partnership with Burgell Consulting,
the Institute gained the contract to 
evaluate the Western Metropolitan
Region Pilot Family Outreach Service.
The Pilot Service was developed as a 
12-month joint project undertaken by
the Primary Care and Protective Services
Programs of the Western Metropolitan
Region of the Department of Human
Services. The objective of the Pilot
Service was to accept referrals from 
families, service providers, protective
workers and the community at large
regarding situations where there were
concerns about family functioning. 

The aim of the program evaluation was
to assess the comparative benefits of the
Pilot Family Outreach Service with a view
to promoting and implementing 
effective models on a mainstream basis.
Specifically, an assessment is made of 
the extent to which the Service has 
produced improved outcomes for 
users, especially when compared with
alternative service approaches, including
no intervention. Data collection for the
project has been completed and a final
report is expected to be submitted to the
Department of Human Services in late
July 1998.
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Later Life Families Study

The Later Life Family Study of 721 men
and women aged 50–70 was conducted
in late 1996. Men and women in later
life experience a number of life course
transitions – retirement either anticipated
or taken, becoming grandparents, and
caring for elderly parents. Findings from
the study are particularly relevant given
the private and public concerns related
to the provision of a range of services
and supports to a population that is 
ageing. 

In late 1997 case studies were undertaken
to explore in greater depth aspects of
intergenerational relations and
exchange in later life. The case studies
will be presented in a Working Paper in
late 1998.
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A number of papers have been prepared
and presented at national conferences
and appeared in Family Matters, or have
been published as Working Papers. The
issues examined included: an overview of
families in later life, families and 
retirement, the impacts of marital status
on intergenerational transfers from 
parents to children and children to 
parents, marriage relationships in later
life and aspects of grandparenting.

Ageing, Later-life Families and Family Care
This aspect of the Research, Service Review and Evaluation Program focuses on the
role of families in later life. It examines intergenerational relationships, care of and by
older people, and factors that encourage independence and wellbeing among families
in which there are older members.
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Exploring Living Standards

This project is designed to identify key
components of living standards and the
interrelationships between these 
components for groups of parents and
adolescents in different circumstances.
Research is based on the Australian Living
Standards Study (ALSS), a national study
of more than 5,000 families.

Analysis for 1997–98 resulted in articles
in Family Matters and conference papers
covering the following issues: the 
relationship between parents’ English
language skills and aspects of living 
standards of parents and adolescent 
children; links between parent–adolescent
relationships and health and wellbeing
of fathers, mothers and adolescents; and
the relationship between adolescents’
propensity to confide in mothers, fathers
and peers and their personal wellbeing.

An additional report is being prepared
for the Institute conference in
November on the links between financial
circumstances and other spheres of life,
including the family, for the personal
wellbeing of parents.

Newtown Revisited

Newtown Revisited is a collaborative
research project between the Australian
Institute of Family Studies and the
University of Newcastle, examining
changes in family and community life
between 1966 and 1991. The suburb at
the centre of the study was developed 
by the Victorian Housing Commission 
in the 1950s, in response to a need to 
provide accommodation for young 
families near newly established manufac-
turing plants. 

Newtown was the site of a community
study undertaken by Lois Bryson and
Faith Thompson (then of Monash
University) in 1966, published under 
the title, An Australian Newtown: Life 
and Leadership in a Working Class Suburb
(Penguin 1972; Kibble Books 1976), and
was one of the areas included in the
Institute’s Australian Living Standards
Study.
These two data sets provide the starting
point for an analysis across time of how
family life has changed in a working class
suburb. In particular, the analysis focuses
on the impact of a sectoral shift from a
manufacturing to a service economy,
changes in the nature of welfare services,
and demographic diversification.
A paper from the project was delivered
at Professor Bryson’s retirement 
conference and a further paper has
been published in an international 
refereed journal. Allen and Unwin will
publish a monograph from the project,
entitled Social Change, Suburban Lives in
January 1999.

Costs of Children in Australia
Since 1991 the Institute has published
updated estimates of the Costs of Children
in its journal Family Matters. Based on
data collected in the 1980s, the Institute
has updated Lovering’s ‘basket of goods’
using the Consumer Price Index, and
Lee’s expenditure survey data using the
Average Weekly Earnings. While these
updates remain the best available data,
the Institute recognises that they may
not adequately reflect changes in 
spending patterns and commodity use
that have taken place over the years.
Accordingly, the Institute is in the
process of re-evaluating the methodology
for estimating the cost of children.

Australian Living Standards
Following on from earlier Institute work on the living standards of families in Australia,
a number of projects and contracts have examined the economic and social wellbeing
of Australian families in a variety of economic and family situations.



ABS Consultations

Liaison has been maintained with the
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 
in the areas of families, labour force,
income, Census and other data 
collections, with opportunities for 
more detailed consultations on data
needs in these areas.

Indicators of Wellbeing 
for Children

The development of indicators of 
wellbeing for children and young people
requires looking beyond some of the
measures which have been standard,
such as infant mortality, number of single
parent families, numbers of immunised
children and other information in 
existing collections.

This project is developing a model 
which captures the major elements of
children’s lives as well as reflecting the
key issues of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child. The project is also
looking at how we might best understand
the expectations of children’s developing
contribution towards their families and
the community.

A considerable body of international and
Australian literature has been reviewed
for fitting to the model, and an analysis
of the data collected by the Institute in
the early 1990s for the Australian Living
Standards Study has been conducted,
using the model as a basis for outcome
measures. Collaboration with the Family
Statistics Unit at the Australian Bureau of
Statistics, who are also developing a 
publication on children, has been 
maintained during the year to ensure
minimal duplication but maximal 
common understanding of data 
collection issues.

Regional Families

The issues of location and concentration
of families require a particular approach
to the collection and analysis of data.
This project used Census data to analyse
patterns of distribution of characteristics
of young people, parents, children and
the elderly according to the type of 
location of residence.

During the year the Institute was 
represented on the advisory committee
established by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics to review the Australian
Standard Geographic Classification and
at a workshop on Geographic
Information Systems and health.
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Family Trends Monitoring
The family trends monitoring aspect of the Institute’s Research, Service Review and
Evaluation Program provides insight into patterns of family change and a demographic
context within which the Institute’s other research projects can be placed.



In 1997–98, CATI facilities were contract-
ed to a number of contract research 
projects. In June, a survey of carers was
commenced for the Department of
Social Security with the aim of interview-
ing 400 randomly selected respondents
who are caring for someone who is 
frail aged, or who has a disability or a
long-term illness. 

Also in June, the third wave of the
Healthy Behaviours and Outcomes of
Ageing Project, for the Lincoln
Gerontology Centre at La Trobe
University, was commenced. This project
surveys physical, emotional and social
wellbeing of approximately 800 older
Victorians.

Two new projects are in the planning
stages for commencement early in the
next financial year – another project for
the Lincoln Gerontology Centre to look
at people’s experiences of retirement
before and after they leave work, and a
project for the Sociology Program at the
University of Melbourne to survey 
residents of two Melbourne suburbs
about their attachment to their 
neighbourhood.
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Computer Assisted Telephone 
Interviewing Unit 
The Institute’s Research, Service Review and Evaluation Program maintains a Computer
Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) unit, providing expertise in questionnaire
design, programming, interviewing, data entry and project management.

CATI facilities have also been used by
Institute researchers to interview 
respondents participating in the
Looking After Children Evaluation, 
and the Family and Neighbourhood
Links Evaluation – both for the
Department of Human Services Victoria.

Last November, 66 in-depth interviews
were conducted by the CATI unit as 
part of the Institute’s Housing Across 
the Life Course project. This was the 
first time CATI had been used to collect
qualitative information.

Other Institute projects that used CATI
resources over the year were: the
National Child Protection Clearing
House, the National Youth Suicide
Prevention Project, and the Parenting-21
Project (all for data entry); and the
Australian Family Life Course Study, and
the Australian Divorce Transitions
Project (both for occupation coding).
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Australian Family
Life Course Study
(Stage 1) 

(commenced
October 1995;
scheduled comple-
tion of first wave
June 1998)

Summary of Research Project Performance
Project Planned Achieved

Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Family Wellbeing Across the Life Course

Data analysis Achieved Conference paper Achieved
and on work and family - 
ongoing work values and choices.

Dissemination of Achieved Panel discussant on Achieved
findings via and cohabitation and 
conference ongoing marriage panel 
presentations, discussion at the 
workshop Marriage Educators 
participation, written Association of Australia 
papers and a and the Catholic Society 
monograph  for Marriage Education 

Conference

Conference paper on Achieved
work patterns and 
preferences across the 
life course

Conference paper on Achieved
work preferences, values 
and participation

Presentation at the Child Achieved
Care and Employment 
Opportunities Workshop 
on work and family.

Presentation on social Achieved
and demographic 
changes in families in 
the last thirty years at 
the Eminent Speakers 
Program, Department of 
Health and Family 
Services 

Draft report to Achieved
respondents

Publication in Family Achieved
Matters of paper on work 
and family values, 
preferences and practice
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Housing Across the
Life Course
(commenced July
1996; scheduled
completion
November 1998)

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Briefing Paper on work Achieved
and family values, 
preferences and practices

Publication in Family Achieved
Matters of paper on 
marriage relationships 
and cohabitation

Publication of Work and Near 
Family monograph Completion

Report on families across Near 
the lifecourse Completion

Series of demographic In progress
papers on Family 
Formation with 
Demography 
Department, RSSS- 
Australian National 
University Achieved

Completion and Achieved Conference paper on Achieved
piloting of in-depth public-private mix in 
interview schedule housing policy reform

Collection of Achieved Conference paper on Achieved
qualitative data from social polarisation 
60 respondents and housing careers

Qualitative data Achieved Publication of conference Achieved
preparation paper on public-private 

mix in housing policy 
Initial qualitative Achieved reform in peer reviewed 
data analysis SPRC Conference 

Proceedings 
Detailed cohort- Achieved
based analysis of Publication in Family Achieved
quantitative data Matters of paper on 

young people’s access to 
Development of Achieved home ownership   
collaborative research
projects: University AIFS Working Paper on Achieved
of Sydney and social polarisation and 
Australian Housing housing careers
and Urban Research 
Institute (ARC AIFS Briefing Paper on Achieved
project); DSS (two home ownership and 
contracted projects) social policy in an 
and Australian ageing society
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Australian Divorce
Transition Project

(commenced July
1996; scheduled
completion June
1998) 

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Council for Publication of paper in Achieved
Educational Research memorial volume for 
(one collaborative Professor Chris Maher
project)

Submission of SPRC Achieved
conference paper to 
Senate Inquiry into 
Housing Reform 

Oral evidence given to Achieved
the Senate Inquiry into 
Housing Reform 

Paper for the In progress
International 
Sociological Association 
World Congress, 
Montreal, Canada

The following papers to In progress
be produced on family 
housing careers:

- AIFS Working Paper

- AIFS  Briefing Paper 

- Paper for publication in
Family Matters

The following papers to In progress
be produced on family 
housing coping strategies:

- AIFS Working Paper

- AIFS Briefing Paper

- Paper for publication in
Family Matters In progress

Family Formation, Dissolution and Reformation 
Data collection: Achieved Preliminary submission Achieved
650 divorced to the Family Law 
respondents Council - ‘Clean Break’ 

Committee
Data collection: 63 Achieved
adolescents whose AIFS Working Paper on In progress
parents have spousal support
divorced Achieved
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Spousal Violence
and Post-Divorce
Economic
Circumstances

(commenced
September 1997;
scheduled 
completion 
July 1998) 

Sibling relationships
and adjustment to
parental divorce

(commenced
February 1998;
scheduled for 
completion
February 2001)

Parenting-21

(commenced July
1995; scheduled
completion June
1999)

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Data preparation Achieved AIFS Working Paper on In progress
property division 

Initial data analysis Achieved
AIFS Working Paper on In progress
Superannuation

AIFS Working Paper on In progress
child support 

AIFS Working Paper on In progress 
financial living standards 
after divorce 

Data collection: 398 Achieved Report for the Office of In progress  
divorced respondents the Status of Women, 

Department of Prime 
Data preparation Achieved Minister and Cabinet 

Data analysis Achieved   

Completion of Achieved
questionnaire

Negotiations with Achieved
Family Courts in 
Queensland and 
Melbourne 

Parenting Young Children 
Data analysis Continuing Conference paper on Achieved

an introduction to the 
Dissemination of Achieved Parenting-21 study
findings via and 
conference ongoing Conference paper on Achieved
presentations, Parenting-21: supporting 
written paper and parents into the 21st 
book century

Publication in Family Achieved
Matters of paper on 
parenthood and 
parenting 
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Parenting-21
Extension

(commenced
January 1998;
scheduled 
completion 
March 1999) 

Self Care of
Primary School
Aged Children

(commenced April
1997; scheduled
completion
October 1997) 

Evaluation of Pilot
Implementation,
‘Looking After
Children’ 

system (funded by
Rotary Health
Fund of Australia
grant)(commenced
December 1996;
scheduled 
completion
September 1998)

Preparation of poster for In progress
presentation on parental 
support networks for the 
International Society for 
the Study of Behavioural 
Development conference, 
Berne, Switzerland 

Development of Achieved Paper produced and Achieved
research strategy for report to Steering 
Torres Strait Islander Committee
Groups 

Development of research Achieved
instruments for Torres 
Strait Islander Groups

Piloting and amendment Achieved
of three research 
instruments 

Timetable for site Achieved
visitations

Dissemination of Achieved Publication in Family Achieved
findings via written Matters of paper on 
papers children home alone 

before and after school

Media presentations Achieved
(radio) on issue of 
children home alone 
before and after school 
(3AK,3LO and Radio 
National)

Child Protection Studies 
Development of Achieved Conference presentation Achieved
research instruments on the outcomes of 

Out-of-Home Care
Completion of first First stage 
wave of data of data Participation at Achieved
collection collection Australian Looking After 

completed Children Seminar

Development of data Achieved Establishment of AIFS Achieved
management Looking After Children 
framework and Research Advisory 
preliminary analysis Group Committee

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98
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Fiscal and
Economic Costs 
of Child
Maltreatment:

joint project with
South Australian
Office of Families
and Children
(commenced
September 1996;
scheduled comple-
tion August 1997) 

NSW Child
Protection
Council: child
abuse prevention
discussion paper
and audit

(commenced
February 1997;
scheduled 
completion August
1997) 

Obtain additional Achieved Membership in external Achieved
year’s funding from Committees relevant to 
Rotary Health Looking After Children 
Research Fund to Project:
enable the 
completion of the - Looking after Children 
project Steering Committee

Dissemination of Achieved - Regional 
findings via Implementation 
conference Committee 
presentations, 
participation at 
seminars 

Dissemination of Achieved Preparation of report on Achieved
findings via written the economic cost of 
papers and child abuse and neglect 
conference in South Australia
presentations 

Conference paper to be In progress 
presented on the 
economic cost of child 
abuse and neglect in 
South Australia 

Completion of Achieved Discussion paper on Achieved
contract overcoming structural 

barriers to the prevention 
of child abuse and 
neglect

Discussion paper on Achieved
preventing child abuse 
and neglect in New 
South Wales

Conference papers on Achieved
preventing child abuse 
in New South Wales 

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98
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Child Protection
and Family
Wellbeing Project
Evaluations

a) Evaluations of
Family and
Neighbourhood
Links (FANL)
and Enhanced
Client Outcomes 
(ECO) Project
(commenced
July 1997; 
scheduled 
completion
November 1998) 

b) Evaluation of
the Western
Metropolitan
Region Pilot
Family Outreach
Service (com-
menced July
1997; scheduled
completion
August 1998) 

Later Life 
Families Study

(commenced
October 1995;
scheduled 
completion 
June 1998) 

Develop instruments Achieved Conference presentation Achieved
on community 

Conduct detailed Achieved development approaches 
agency briefings to child protection 

Conduct of the bulk Achieved
of data collection

Begin data analysis Achieved
and coding 

Develop instruments Achieved Preparation of final In progress
report

Brief agency Achieved
participants Conference paper Achieved 

presented on community 
Data collection Achieved development approaches 

to child protection 
Data analysis and In progress
report writing  

Ageing, Later-Life Families and Family Care 
Dissemination of Achieved AIFS Working Paper on Achieved
findings via dimensions of retirement 
conference on families in later life  
presentations and 
written papers  AIFS Working Paper on In progress

views on ageing 
Conduct of case Achieved
studies on AIFS Briefing Paper on In progress
intergenerational multigenerational caring
exchange in later life

Publication in Family Achieved
- preparation of In progress Matters of paper on the 
Working Paper based influence of families in 
on the case studies later life

Publications in Family Achieved
Matters of paper on 
divorce and family 
relations in later life

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98
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Co-residence of
Adults and their
Parents

(commenced
March 1997;
scheduled 
completion
November 1997) 

Intergenerational
Transfers Across
the Life Course

(commenced
March 1997;
scheduled 
completion
November 1997) 

Publication in Family In progress
Matters of paper on later 
life parents helping 
adult children

Publication in Family In progress
Matters of paper on 
helping elderly parents

Conference presentation Achieved
on later life workers

Conference presentation In progress
on the effects of marital 
separation on 
intergenerational 
transfers at the 14th 
World Congress of 
Sociology, Montreal, 
Canada. 

Data analysis Achieved

Report writing In progress   

Data analysis Achieved Conference paper on Achieved
intergenerational 

Report writing Achieved transfers across the life 
course at the National 
Council of Family 
Relations Conference, 
Washington DC, USA.

Publication in the UN Achieved
Bulletin on Ageing of a 
paper on 
intergenerational 
transfers across the life 
course.  

Publication in Family Submitted 
Matters of paper on for 
intergenerational publication 
transfers. 

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98
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Housing
Preferences and
Capital Gains: 

joint project with
Australian
Housing and
Urban Research
Institute
(commenced
January 1995;
scheduled 
completion August
1997) 

Exploring Living
Standards

(commenced
February 1997;
scheduled 
completion
February 1998) 

Living Standards Studies 
Analysis of Conference paper on Achieved
relationships between relationships between 
factors of living adolescents and parents
standards for parents 
and adolescents, in Conference paper on Achieved
particular: adolescents’ satisfaction 

with relationships with 
- links between Achieved their parents at the  
parent-adolescent International Society of 
relationships and Quality of Life Studies, 
personal wellbeing Charlotte, North Carolina 

- socio-economic Achieved Publication in Family Achieved
factors linked with Matters of paper on 
educational aspirations of migrant 
aspirations and adolescents and parents
post-school outcomes 
of young people Publication in Family Achieved

Matters of paper on latest 
- school type and Achieved Australian and overseas 
quality of school life:  quality of life research
views of students and 
their parents Publication in Family Submitted 

Matters of paper on the for 
- relationships In progress views of students and publication 
between socio- their parents about the 
economic wellbeing, quality of secondary 
family relationships, school life 
personality factors 
and personal 
wellbeing of parents 

Dissemination of Achieved Conference paper on Achieved
findings via capital gains and 
conference economic inequality 
presentations, written 
papers and journal Article for Housing Submitted 
articles Studies Journal and 

accepted 
for 
publication

Three written papers Revised 
prepared and submitted and 
for publication resubmitted

Draft chapter on housing Accepted 
prices for book on urban for 
geography publication

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98
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Newtown
Revisited: 

collaborative 
project with the
University of
Newcastle 
(commenced
January 1995;
scheduled 
completion July
1997) 

Costs of Children
in Australia

Family Trends
Monitoring

(ongoing) 

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Completion of data Achieved Conference paper on Achieved
analysis the impact of social 

policy in an Australian 
Dissemination of Achieved Newtown Revisited 
findings via 
conference Publication in the Achieved
presentations, written International Journal of 
papers and a book Urban and Regional 

Research (referred 
journal) of a paper on 
economic and political 
restructuring in 
‘Holdenist’ suburbia: 
understanding urban 
poverty in Australia 

Manuscript for To be 
publication by Allen and published 
Unwin January 

1999 

Production of Achieved Publication of updates Achieved 
regular updates in Family Matters

Monitoring of Social Achieved 
Policy Research 
Centre progress with 
Budget Standards 
Project 

Demographic Trends Monitoring 
Monitoring of trends Achieved Publication in Family Achieved 
for families through and Matters of two papers on 
releases of data from ongoing demographic trends
ABS and other 
sources Provision of written and Achieved

verbal answers to 
Timely and Achieved journalists and others 
informative responses and relating to various family 
to external enquiries ongoing trends 
on interpretation of 
trends Conference paper on Achieved 

trends in joint parental 
Monitoring of Achieved work
Australian and and 
international ongoing Publication in Family In progress
literature in relation Matters of paper on 
to interpretation of trends in family work 
trends for families 
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Indicators of
Wellbeing for
Children

(commenced
1996; scheduled
completion of
Stage 1 mid to 
late 1998) 

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Regional Families
(commenced
1996; report due
late 1998) 

ABS liaison on issues Achieved Paper for ABS Workshop Achieved
of data collection and on analysis of trends in 
to monitor changing ongoing Aboriginal and Torres 
trends Strait Islander families 

Submission re 2001 Achieved
Census

Data collection on Not 
demographic intentions achieved, 
for young people rolled over 

to 1998/99. 

Comprehensive Achieved Paper for CSIRO Achieved
literature review on conference on 
issues of provision to measuring  national 
and participation by progress 
children with regard 
to families, the Submission to Joint Achieved
community, and state Standing Committee on 

Treaties
Analysis of Australian Achieved
Living Standards Article for Family In progress
Study data for testing Matters on aspects of 
of links between ALSS analysis 
aspects of the lives 
of children, their Write up of literature In progress
families and their and proposed set of 
communities indicators 

Contribution to Partially Write up of ALSS analysis In progress
international project achieved 
on Indicators for but Submission to Childwatch Achieved 
Children ongoing International regarding 

the Significance of 
Validation of and Achieved Political and Economic 
enhancements to the Transformations in the 
model designed for Everyday lives of 
testing the measures Children project 
of wellbeing for 
children 

Improved geographic Achieved Contribution to workshop Achieved
classification for but on planning of Mawson
analysis ongoing Lakes (MFP)

Enhanced knowledge Achieved Contribution to Two 
of GIS techniques but workshop of providers achieved
and applications ongoing and planners involved in 

service provision for 
young people
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Looking After
Children

(commenced 
1 June 1997; 
scheduled comple-
tion 30 September
1998) 

Australian Family
Life Course 
incorporating
Later Life Families
and Housing
Across the Life
Course

(commenced 10
September 1996;
completed 8
December 1996) 

Housing Across
the Life Course

(commenced 20
November 1997;
completed 21
October 1997) 

Youth Suicide
Project 

(commenced 
1 August 1997;
completed 14
December 1997) 

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Improved links with Achieved Publication on analysis Analysis 
other agencies but of 1986-1991 trends achieved 
working with ongoing but rolled 
geographic analysis over to 
of children and publication 
families using 1996 

data 
Enhanced links with Partially 
agencies involved in achieved 
regional planning for
families 

Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) 
Interviewing In progress
respondents    

Interviewing Completed 
respondents Wave 1; 

Wave 2 
scheduled 
for 1999   

Conduct of in-depth Complete   
case studies 

Data entry Complete   
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Parenting-21

(commenced 
1 January 1996;
completed 1
March 1998) 

Divorce
Transitions Project

(commenced 
1 October 1997;
completed 1
March 1998) 

National Child
Protection
Clearinghouse

(commenced 20
October 1997;
completed 2
March 1998) 

Family and
Neighbourhood
Links (FANL)

(commenced 
9 February 1998;
completed 12
March 1998) 

Office of the
Status of Women

(commenced 
1 March 1998;
completed 31
March 1998) 

Lincoln
Gerontology
Centre - Healthy
Retirement Project

(commence 1 July
1998; scheduled
completion 
1 July  1999)  

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

Data entry Complete   

Coding Complete 

Data entry Complete   

Pre-test Complete   

Coding Complete   

In progress 
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Lincoln
Gerontology
Centre - Healthy
Behaviours of
Older People

(Wave 3) 
(commence 6 July
1998;  scheduled
completion 31
October 1998)  

DSS Carer’s Study

(commenced 
21 June 1998;
scheduled 
completion 31 July
1998)

Project Planned Achieved
Milestones Milestones
1997–98 1997–98

Planned Outputs Achieved
1997–98 Outputs

1997–98

In progress 

Telephone In progress 
interviewing   
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The Institute made no support grants under Section 114B (2)(b) of the Family Law Act
1975 during 1997–98.

Research Support Grants 
Section 114B (2)(b) of the Family Law Act 1975 authorises the Institute to advise the
Minister in relation to the making of grants, and with the Minister’s approval to make
grants, out of Parliamentary appropriations for purposes related to the Institute’s 
functions.



The Information, Dissemination and Marketing Program aims to
improve public understanding and inform the policy process about 
factors affecting marital and family wellbeing through:

• the timely documentation of Institute research findings in widely
accessible and professionally produced publications;

• the extensive dissemination of research and other findings and the
provision of efficient support for Institute-hosted conferences and
seminars;

• the provision of a comprehensive national information resource on
family-related matters;

• the development of appropriate information products and services
for the use of researchers, government and the community;

• the provision of a network and resources to support the National Child
Abuse Prevention Strategy;

• the provision of a network and resources to support the National
Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy Communication Project.

Information, Dissemination 
and Marketing Program 4



The publishing program includes the
Institute’s flagship publication and 
primary dissemination medium Family
Matters, and a range of titles published
under the Institute imprint or in 
conjunction with other organisations
and commercial publishing houses. In 
addition, research undertaken by Institute
staff, or by external researchers using
Institute data, is commonly published in
journals and conference proceedings, or
appears in major Institute reports. Staff
publications are listed by author name in
Section 6 of this Annual Report.

Family Matters

Family Matters is the Institute’s research
journal, produced in magazine format.
Published three times a year (Winter,
Spring/Summer and Autumn), Family
Matters informs its local and international
readership about Institute and other
family-related research. Acceptance of all
Family Matters articles is subject to a 
formal review process.

The content reflects a balanced mix of
articles and includes: research papers;
regular columns on family research in
Australia and overseas; diverse perspec-
tives and analyses of family-related
research and policy options; regular
informational columns, including an
occasional column reporting on Family
Court activities; a ‘book notes’ section on
recently released publications and other
material received by the Institute; and a
comprehensive listing of forthcoming
family-related conferences, seminars and
workshops. The journal strives to main-
tain high quality reader-friendly text,

with the design and format meeting the
highest professional standards. 

In 1997–98, in accordance with Institute
policy, Family Matters continued to pub-
lish the work of external authors as well
as report directly on Institute work.

• Family Matters no.47, Winter 1997, 
featured articles presenting new findings
from the Institute’s Australian Family
Life Course Study, on cohabitation and
marriage relationships, and from the
Institute’s Later Life Families Study on
the experiences and expectations of
older couples aged 50–70 years. Other
feature articles looked at the aspirations
of migrant adolescents and parents,
from the Institute’s Australian Living
Standards Study, and social polarisation
in a suburban community – the fourth in
a series of articles from the Newtown
Revisited Project.

• Family Matters no.48, Spring/Summer
1997, with its focus on family values, 
featured an article on the role of fathers
relative to mothers and friends as confi-
dants for adolescents, which reported
findings from the Institute’s Australian
Living Standards Study. Also included
was a paper on the influence of family
relationships on later life, from the
Institute’s Later Life Families Study, and
an article on work and family values,
preferences and practice, from the
Institute’s Australian Family Life Course
Study. 

• Family Matters no.49, Autumn 1998,
featured papers on the theme of children
and young people. Included were feature
articles on the social environments and
the emotional wellbeing of young 
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Publishing
The Publishing unit documents Institute research findings and other family-related
research in Australia and overseas in a variety of publications designed for the widest
possible audience. Institute work informs: governments, for use in policy review; the
academic community, for research and teaching purposes; the ‘helping’ professions,
for their work with and for families; and the wider community, to assist their 
understanding of family and societal change. 



people, the geographies of exclusion
and young people’s perceptions and use
of public space, and adolescents’ percep-
tions of self, work and future.

New Releases

In addition to three editions of Family
Matters and the 1996–97 Annual Report,
the following publications were released
during the year.

Working Papers
The Working Paper series is designed to
enable the rapid dissemination, during
the course of a project, of Institute
research findings to practitioners, policy
makers and the research community, in
order to encourage dialogue with
research and policy communities and
thus obtain review and feedback about
the nature, direction and quality of
Institute research.

• Social Polarisation and Housing Careers:
Exploring the Interrelationship of Labour and
Housing Markets in Australia, Working
Paper no. 13, by Ian Winter and Wendy
Stone. The paper draws on data from
the Institute’s 1996 survey of a national
random sample of 2685 respondents
aged 25–70 years to examine access to
home ownership in the context of
changing labour market opportunities.
By exploring the interrelationship of
labour and housing markets, the paper
investigates whether home ownership in
Australia continues to play a role in
social redistribution.

• Families in Later Life: Dimensions of
Retirement, Working Paper no. 14, by
Ilene Wolcott. The paper, based on data
collected from the Institute’s 1996 Later
Life Families Study, explores aspects of
retirement and family relationships in
the lives of men and women aged 50–70
years. The linkages between family cir-
cumstances and retirement expectations
and experiences are related to policy
implications for the provision of a range
of government benefits and community
services. 

Briefing Papers
The Australian Family Briefing series is
designed to present information about
research findings to relevant key audi-
ences in a form that is succinct, timely,
policy-relevant and media-friendly.

• Work and Family Values, Preferences and
Practice, Australian Family Briefing no. 4,
by Helen Glezer and Ilene Wolcott. The
paper presents initial findings from the
Institute’s Australian Family Life Course
Study which highlight the ways that 
parents’ workforce participation is 
influenced by the values and preferences
they hold for combining work and 
family life.

Diary of Social Legislation and Policy 
The annual Diary, edited by Deborah
Whithear, was published jointly with 
the Social Policy and Research Centre
and the Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare in mid-1997. The Diary
summarised federal legislative and policy
developments for 1996 in the areas of
community and family services, education,
employment and training, family law and
policy, health, housing, immigration,
and social security.

Youth Suicide Prevention Publications
A major publication has been released
from the National Youth Suicide
Prevention Strategy conducted by the
Institute.

• Youth Suicide Prevention: Programs and
Activities: National Stocktake, March 1998,
compiled by the Australian Institute of
Family Studies. The results of this survey
is a directory of youth-related suicide
prevention programs and activities across
all states and territories. This substantial
publication comprises 352 A4-size pages,
containing 853 entries, the survey 
questionnaire, and three indexes.

National Child Protection Clearing
House Publications
Four publications emanated from the
Institute-hosted National Child
Protection Clearing House in 1997–98.
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• Two attractive, reader-friendly newslet-
ters contained information on the latest
activities and resources in the area of
child abuse prevention:

National Child Protection Clearing House
Newsletter, vol.5, no.2, Spring 1997, 
by Judy Adams (24 pages).

National Child Protection Clearing House
Newsletter, vol.6, no.1, Autumn 1998,
compiled by Judy Adams (24 pages). 

• Two issues papers addressed specific
areas of enquiry:

Emotional Abuse: The Hidden Form of
Maltreatment, Issues Paper no.8, Spring
1997, by Adam Tomison and Joe Tucci
(16 pages). 

Long-term Effects of Child Sexual Abuse, Issues
Paper no.9, Autumn 1998, by Paul E.
Mullen and Jillian Fleming (12 pages).

Works in Progress

During the year editorial work was 
completed on a major new book being
prepared by the Institute for publication
early in 1999 in conjunction with the
publisher Allen & Unwin. Social Change,
Suburban Lives: An Australian Newtown
1960s–1990s, by Lois Bryson and
Institute researcher Ian Winter, provides
a picture of change and continuity in
suburban living, and explores the impact

of economic, social and political trends
over the past 30 years in key areas such
as employment, income and housing. 

Commissioned Reports

A number of studies were completed in
the course of 1997–98 resulting in the
production of the following reports.

The Fiscal and Economic Costs of Child
Maltreatment, in conjunction with the
Office of Families and Children in South
Australia, by Harry McGurk.

Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect in New
South Wales: Findings from a State Audit,
New South Wales Child Protection
Council, by Adam Tomison.

Overcoming Structural Barriers to the
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect: A
Discussion Paper, New South Wales Child
Protection Council, by Adam Tomison.

Staffing

A significant change occurred in
Publishing staffing during the year. With
the resignation of the Assistant Editor 
in October, management decided to 
trial an arrangement whereby desktop
publishing, proof reading and editing
assistance is contracted out, or 
performed by consultants in-house.
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Institute Conference
Plans are well under way for the
Institute’s sixth Conference – Changing
Families, Challenging Futures – to be
held at the Carlton Crest Hotel in
Melbourne between 25–27 November
1998.

With over 180 applications to present
material, and 150 accepted for presenta-
tion, the program promises to be of
interest to a wide range of people
involved in family research, policy and
service provision.

Two or three strongly represented sub-
themes have emerged in the program.
There will be a series of papers and 
symposia addressing the theme of 
family self-reliance and independence,
and the changing nature of the 
welfare state as it relates to families.
Other sub-themes are: the effects of
divorce on family members; the 
balance between work and family in a
rapidly changing labor market; and
the impacts of change on rural and
older families. Several presenters will
address the issue of linking policy
development to research and service
delivery.

Media Liaison
The print and electronic media are a
major forum for discussion of family
issues in Australia. The media are an
important means by which Institute
research findings are communicated
to the community. The Institute’s
Family Information Centre,
researchers and the Marketing
Manager are also key sources of infor-
mation about families for the media

and act as a referral point to relevant
agencies and researchers outside the
Institute. 

In 1997–98, media outlets made over
900 requests for information or com-
ment from the Institute. More than 250
reports or articles which made use of
Institute research findings and expertise
were recorded in print and electronic
media during the year.

Media coverage was evenly spread across
all states and territories of Australia, and
in regional as well as urban areas. The
number of feature articles which drew
upon Institute research and expertise
grew during the year, with research in
the areas of work and family and housing
informing a number of ongoing 
discussions in the media. 

The issues which generated the greatest
number of media reports were: the work
preferences of women with children;
access to home ownership for young
families; family values; marriage and
cohabitation; child abuse; the costs of
children; and the changing demographics
of Australian families.

The release of each of three very strong
editions of Family Matters, in April,
August and December, and the 
publication in September of the Briefing
Paper entitled ‘Work and family values,
preferences and practice’, and, in
March, the Working Paper entitled ‘Social
polarisation and housing careers’, were
the busiest times for media coverage.
Each edition of Family Matters contained
at least one, and in some cases several
articles which generated a great deal of
media interest, reports and radio 
interviews for Institute researchers.
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Marketing and Communications 
The Marketing and Communications unit promotes the Australian Institute of Family
Studies to the community through the marketing and distribution of Institute research
products, media liaison and public information dissemination, and through the 
administration and promotion of Institute conferences and seminars.



Marketing and Distribution

The resumption of the Australian Family
Briefing and Working Paper series saw
the marketing and communications
focus shift from sales to a wider distribu-
tion of free publications for much of
1997–98.

Publications revenue met budget expec-
tations, thanks largely to continuing
strong sales of last year’s Australian Family
Profiles. Total revenue from book sales
was $50,208.

Almost 4300 copies of each of the three
editions of the Institute’s journal Family
Matters were distributed, with 3300 of
these representing paid subscriptions.
Total revenue from Family Matters was
$97,890.

It is hoped that circulation in 1998–99
will be boosted by interest in the
Institute’s Conference later this year, and
also by the flow-on effects of the release
of new publications throughout the year.
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The Institute’s reference and research
library specialises in issues impacting on
the family. These include child develop-
ment and psychology, family dynamics
and relationships, divorce, family law,
social justice, social problems, living 
standards, family economics and
research methodology. The Family
Information Centre hosts the National
Child Protection Clearing House and
holds a comprehensive collection on all
aspects of child protection and child
abuse prevention.

Family Information 
Centre Clients

The Family Information Centre supports
the work and mission of the Institute,
and is an important resource for the
wider community. Clients include 
representatives of government and non-
government organisations, policy makers
and analysts, practitioners in the social
service, medical and legal fields,
researchers, teachers and students, and
the media.

Collection and Catalogue

The Family Information Centre’s cata-
logue is now searchable on the Internet,
and therefore widely available. The
library collection grew at a rate of over
200 items per month. Holdings (or 
interim records plus holdings) of all
monographs, series publications and
journals are added to the Australian
Bibliographic Network where they are
accessible to Australian libraries on the
Network. The Institute is a full partici-
pant in the Australian Bibliographic
Network, and contributes original 

cataloguing to the Australian
Bibliographic Network for that part of
the collection not held by other libraries.

The version of the catalogue used by 
the Institute’s staff consists of a database,
one element of which is the traditional
catalogue, and the second a database of
international journal articles and book
chapters. The database has been
designed so that items can be downloaded
to researchers’ individual bibliographic
databases.

Databases

Institute staff have desktop access to 
statistical, bibliographic and network-
type information in in-house automated
databases. These are complemented,
when necessary, by literature searches of
external databases.

Reference/Information
Service

A reference and information service is
provided to the general public during
normal business hours. An appointment
system is used for visitors to regulate 
service use and increase efficiency in 
service provision.

During 1997–98, a total of 2791 requests
for information were received by the
Information Service, the largest propor-
tion being by phone (68 per cent). This
figure represents a small increase in 
service use compared with the previous
year. With the decentralising of access to
products through their increased online
availability via the Internet, direct use of
the Family Information Centre is not
expected to increase significantly.
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Family Information Centre
The objectives of the Family Information Centre (FIC) are to support the work of the
Institute and provide a national information resource on the family by collecting 
family-related information and making it available as widely and cost-efficiently as 
possible.



Document Delivery

Document supply/delivery transactions
for 1997–98 totalled 3275, a small
increase from the previous year. As
Australian libraries continue to cancel
journal titles, commercial document
delivery services are being used increas-
ingly to provide materials to Institute
staff. The Family Information Centre
continues to function as a net lender to
other libraries and 70 per cent of its
transactions resulted from requests from
other libraries. Of these, 53 per cent
come from outside Victoria, reflecting
the Institute’s national focus. 

Current Awareness

Institute researchers are kept abreast of
the latest publications and developments
in their respective research areas and are
notified of new legislation and policy.
Electronic current awareness services
provide them with journals’ tables of
contents, and an email bulletin of new
items received by the Family Information
Centre is supplied monthly.

Internet

The Internet is now heavily relied upon
as an information resource for reference
and acquisitions, and as a medium for
performing library functions and 
services, such as cataloguing and online
searching.
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Activities which have been designed to
achieve these objectives during the
1997–98 year are: the continued produc-
tion and dissemination of the Institute’s
database Australian Family & Society
Abstracts; the ongoing compilation of
Family Thesaurus; the coordination and
production of the annual Diary of Social
Legislation and Policy; the development
and maintenance of databases special
projects; the continuing development of
the Institute’s World Wide Web site and
sites for the National Child Protection
Clearing House and the National Youth
Suicide Prevention Strategy
Communication Project; the development
and publishing of the second edition of
the Australian Family Resources CD-ROM in
association with RMIT Publishing. 

Australian Family & Society
Abstracts

The Institute’s Australian Family & Society
Abstracts (AF&SA) database project
began in 1983 with the aim of providing
Australia-wide and international access to
information and research on Australian
family issues. The database is a comput-
er-based index to the research, policy
and practice literature about Australian
families and the social issues that affect
them.

Australian Family & Society Abstracts is now
an established information resource in
the social sciences and one of a number
of national bibliographic databases
which together provide access to
Australia’s research literature. Public
access to AF&SA is available on the:
National Library’s Ozline online service

of research databases; Australian social
sciences CD-ROM, AUSTROM; US
Family Studies Database CD-ROM; and
the National Information Services
Corporation Biblioline Internet service.

During the year the Institute was invited
to submit subject specific subsets from
the database to two new RMIT
Publishing CD-ROM products:
AustHealth, which includes the
Australian Medical Index and other
health related databases; and ATSI
ROM, an Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander CD-ROM.

In addition to the routine maintenance
requirements of the database, a major
revamp of the ‘date fields’ has been
achieved this year to accommodate the
year 2000. In databases like AF&SA,
‘date fields’ allow a range of operations
including refining subject searches to
particular time periods, recording the
date a record was entered, or when 
modifications should be notified to
external providers.

Database Development
Database work has fallen into two 
categories. First, the creation of new
databases, and second, the tailoring of
existing databases for online access from
the Institute’s web site. New databases
have been developed for the Youth
Suicide Prevention Communication
Project Stocktake and for the analysis of
the Stocktake, and a separate database
has been created for the full text of
Institute publications (previously part of
AF&SA). Databases made available for
searching from the Institute’s web site
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Information Development
The role of the Information Development unit is to develop methods to facilitate 
information dissemination of Institute research and other Australian family research 
and information so that access is available to all Institute clients. Increasingly, the focus
is on electronic means of dissemination for reasons of efficiency and effectiveness. The
investigation and development of electronic resources to support Institute research 
activities is also an aspect of this unit’s work.



are the research library catalogue, the
National Child Protection Clearing
House Programs database and the Youth
Suicide Prevention Programs and
Activities database.

Diary of Social Legislation
and Policy
The final volume of the annual Diary of
Social Legislation and Policy was published
in 1997 bringing to the end a publishing
project which has involved the contribu-
tions and cooperation of a number of
Australian social science research centres
over the past 17 years. Budgetary restric-
tions and competing demands on staff
time have made commitment to the pro-
ject for some organisations increasingly
difficult, to a point where the project
could no longer continue.

The purpose of the Diary was to record
changes and developments made during
the preceding year relating to the devel-
opment of new policy and legislation,
funding of government programs, and
recommendations for changes in policy
and legislation from reviews, inquiries
and commissioned research.

From its inception in 1980 the Diary was
produced as a cooperative venture. The
initial partners were the Institute of
Applied Economic and Social Research,
Melbourne University, the Social Policy
Research Centre at the University of New
South Wales and the Australian Institute
of Family Studies. In 1995 the National
Institute of Economic and Industry
Research (which had taken over from
IAESR) withdrew from the partnership
and the Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare took its place. Costs of print-
ing the Diary were shared by the partners
and in the early years the partners 
contributed all the chapters. In more
recent years chapters have been compiled
by other research centres including the
Bureau of Immigration, Multicultural
and Population Research, the Centre for
Labour Studies at the University of
Adelaide, and the Australian Council for
Educational Research.

From an historic perspective it is regret-
table to see the Diary project come to an
end after 17 years. However, during that
period the development of electronic
dissemination of information has created
alternative options for monitoring social
policy and legislation. Increasingly 
government departments at federal 
and state levels have a presence on the
Internet and many are now offering 
policy papers, reports, budget statements
and media releases. As a consequence,
the Institute’s Web Development staff are
exploring alternative approaches for
monitoring social policy and legislation
drawing on resources of the Internet.

Internet Project

The Institute’s Web site was established
in March 1996 (http://www.aifs.org.au).
This is an ongoing project and a means
of reporting on the Institute’s programs
and activities, of disseminating informa-
tion from its databases, publications and
resource collections, and promoting the
development of networks with other
organisations concerned with family
research and policy.

New developments during the 1997–98
year have been: a weekly current journal
abstracts service from the Australian
Family & Society Abstracts database; access
to three searchable databases; informa-
tion about the Institute’s November 1998
family research conference and an 
interactive form for conference paper 
proposals; a directory of Australian and
International organisations concerned
with child abuse prevention; a Child and
Family Electronic Dictionary; regularly
updated listings of forthcoming confer-
ences, seminars, courses and training on
family related topics; and a ‘links’ page
which identifies useful Internet sites
world wide to support the work of the
Institute and others involved in family
research and policy. An average of
approximately 1200 visitors per month
have accessed the site.

A web site has been developed for the
National Youth Suicide Prevention
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Strategy Communication Project
(http://www.aifs.org.au/external/ysp/).
The site offers information on State
strategies, updates from the
Commonwealth Strategy, statistics, bibli-
ographies, links to other Australian and
overseas web sites, a mailing list form,
telephone help numbers in Australia
and other countries, forthcoming 
conferences and seminars, access to 
the Stocktake database, and an email 
discussion list for people working to
prevent youth suicide.

The Institute’s involvement in the
Children’s House in Cyberspace project
has continued with responsibility for
developing and updating the Information
Resources page in the Children’s House
(http://childhouse.uio.no). From
October 1997 the page has been loaded
on the Institute’s server thus eliminating
the need to send updates to Childwatch
International in Norway and facilitating
more regular updating.

Australian Family Resources
on CD-ROM

Following the success of the Australian
Family Resources on CD-ROM published in
1994, contributions were invited for a
second edition to be published in associ-
ation with RMIT Publishing in May 1998.

The CD-ROM contains a searchable
database of more than 1000 citations

and abstracts with attached full text
images of journal articles, research and
discussion papers, policy submissions
and fact sheets. Other features include
publications from the National Child
Protection Clearing House and the
Child Abuse Prevention Programs 
database; the full text of the Institute’s
demographic report Australian Family
Profiles, and a collection of useful family
research and policy Web sites which can
be activated directly from the CD-ROM.

The purpose of the original CD-ROM
compiled in the International Year of the
Family was to highlight the work of a
number of Australian organisations
working to support children and families.
This focus is continued in the second
edition and, in addition to the Institute,
contributing organisations are:
Australian Council of Social Service;
Australian Institute of Criminology;
Brotherhood of St Laurence; Centre for
Rural Social Research, Charles Sturt
University; Council on the Ageing
(Australia); Family Life Movement of
Australia; Family Planning Association of
NSW; National Child Protection
Clearing House; Oz Child: National
Children’s Bureau of Australia; School of
Behavioural Health Sciences, La Trobe
University; Youth Action and Policy
Association (NSW); and, Youth Affairs
Council of Victoria.



The National Child Protection Clearing
House is an informational and advisory
resource on child abuse prevention,
child protection and associated family
violence, and forms the hub of a 
network of people concerned about 
preventing child abuse and neglect.

In a two-way relationship with the com-
munity concerned with child abuse and
neglect, and its prevention, the National
Clearing House collects, shares, monitors
and distributes information and
resources on the latest developments in
the prevention of child abuse and
neglect. Primary target groups are those
with a major interest in child abuse 
prevention, such as policy makers and
analysts, those working with ‘at risk’ or
abused children and their families, and
researchers. Other target groups are
those with a secondary interest in child
abuse prevention, such as teachers, 
doctors and students.

There are four major Clearing House
functions – repository, databases, 
networking/outreach and advisory.

Repository 

Professionals in the field of child abuse
and neglect prevention need access to
the best and latest information to help
them with their work. To satisfy this
objective, the Clearing House compiles
and catalogues a comprehensive 
collection that reflects current research,
publication and thinking on child abuse
prevention. 

The following acquisition strategies are
vigorously pursued. All Australian mate-
rials related to the topic (such as books,
reports, journals, newsletters and videos)
are collected. All overseas English 
language journals/newsletters with a sub-

stantial focus on child abuse prevention
are acquired. Materials are acquired in
all formats – books, manuals, periodicals,
audio-visual material, and electronic. 

Currently the Clearing House holds 
over 3000 items directly related to child
abuse/neglect. Details of all materials
acquired are added to an online 
catalogue, which is accessible to visitors
to the Institute and to visitors to the
Institute’s Internet site. Users of the 
advisory service are supplied with print-
outs of catalogue sections on demand. 
A regular current awareness feature
detailing new acquisitions appears in the
National Child Protection Newsletter.

Databases

To enable information about child 
abuse prevention materials to be widely
disseminated, details are added to the
Institute’s Australian Family & Society
Abstracts Database which holds over 3000
fully abstracted database items directly
related to the child abuse/neglect area,
and more items of indirect relevance.

In addition, two in-house databases
are maintained. The first is Child Abuse
Prevention Programs, a record of current
Australian child abuse prevention 
programs, which now contains 626
items. The database was expanded
during the last year by the addition of
information on New South Wales 
programs provided by the NSW Child
Protection Council; in consequence,
the New South Wales component of
the database is now the most compre-
hensive and sets the benchmark for
the level of coverage to be achieved
for other states. The second in-house
database is Research-in-Progress, which
holds 51 items on research currently
addressing child abuse and neglect. 
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National Child Protection Clearing House
The Mission of the National Child Protection Clearing House is to help create an 
environment which helps families and communities care for and protect children.



Access to in-house databases is provided
in a number of ways: first, the Programs
database is mounted on the Internet site;
second, clients without Internet access
may ring the NCH advisory service for
customised printouts from the databases;
third, visitors to the Institute may search
the databases on a computer terminal;
and fourth, the databases will be included
in the new CD-ROM being prepared by
the Institute – Australian Family Resources
(2nd edition).

Networking and Outreach

The networking/outreach function links
clients with the Clearing House’s infor-
mational resources and with each other.
The network has grown to 4281 during
this year.

With the literature on child abuse 
prevention growing exponentially, the
Clearing House fulfils an important role
by analysing and summarising much of
this material in manageable and intelligi-
ble ‘bites’ in its various publications.
Publications are produced in both 
traditional paper and various electronic
formats, and each year two Newsletters
and two Issues Papers are published and
distributed free to clients. 

An Internet site has been established 
for the Clearing House, with features
including the full text of all Clearing
House publications, dates for forth-
coming conferences, regularly updated
bibliographies on the topic, and access
to the Child Abuse Prevention Programs
Database. The Internet site has been
accessed 3434 times over the year.

Advisory Function

General queries are handled by the
Family Information Centre with an infor-
mation desk staffed during office hours
to answer queries by telephone, fax, mail,
email, or in person. Requests for more
specialised information are referred to the
Research Advisor. This service is well used
with over 500 requests for advice/informa-
tion during the year.

Analysis of records confirms that the 
service is used most intensively by the
primary Clearing House target groups –
government officers, helping profession-
als, and researchers – in the following
proportions: helping organisations 32.1
per cent; government officers 24.5 per
cent; researchers/academics 23.6 per
cent; students 10.3 per cent; other 4.4
per cent; and media 4.1 per cent.

Research Advisor
Mr Adam Tomison, the Research
Advisor for the National Child
Protection Clearing House, is a
researcher specialising in the field of
child abuse prevention, child abuse 
and associated family violence. The
Research Advisor role provides research
direction to all Clearing House activities.
In particular, the Research Advisor writes
the majority of the Clearing House 
publications produced each year, and has
primary responsibility for the network-
ing/outreach and advisory functions. To
that end specialist advice and information
is provided to all levels of government,
the academic community, non-
government agencies, community 
organisations, members of the helping
professions, students and the general
public. This includes, linking individuals
and agencies with similar interests, the
development of comprehensive 
literature searches, detailed analysis 
and interpretation of current issues in
child abuse prevention, informing 
program development and current 
practice, and providing advice on
research methodology and program 
evaluations.

As part of the networking/outreach
function the Research Advisor provides a
visible presence at numerous workshops,
conferences and related activities, 
presenting papers and seminars upon
request. Further, the Research Advisor
sits, in various capacities, on a number of
state-based and national advisory groups
and committees committed to child
abuse prevention or the improvement of
the current child protection system.
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Proposed Future
Developments

To enhance visibility and to bring repre-
sentation of other states and territories
into line with that of New South Wales,
the Clearing House plans to carry out a
large-scale national audit of child abuse
prevention programs.

An effective way for professionals in any
field to network, is by participating in an
Internet discussion list, in which issues
are explored, enquiries are made and
responses are given. The Clearing House 

proposes to establish such a list for
Australian workers in the field of child
abuse prevention. 

A further appropriate role for the
Clearing House would be for the devel-
opment and promotion of appropriate
evaluation strategies and the subsequent
dissemination of best practice informa-
tion. This strategy would be aimed par-
ticularly at the non-government agencies
and larger community groups who are
currently providing, or plan to provide,
some form of child abuse prevention
activity.
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Stocktakes of Youth Suicide
Prevention Activities

In collaboration with representatives
from state and territory health and 
community services departments, the
Australian Institute of Family Studies
conducted a national stocktake of youth
suicide prevention activities within
Commonwealth and State government,
non-government and private sectors.

Stocktake information was entered into 
a database, which now contains data on
more than 850 programs or activities
Australia wide. Title, organisation
responsible, contact person, funding, 
target group, geographic area and
description are provided for each 
program. The database was made avail-
able on the Institute’s Internet site in
January 1998, and is being updated with
additions or modifications as necessary
throughout 1998. A published version of
the Stocktake was distributed to partici-
pants and to selected stakeholders. The
stocktake will be repeated in early 1999.

Communications Strategy

The first step in developing a communi-
cations strategy was an information
needs analysis to determine how 
information might best be delivered to
stakeholders. 

Information Audit
An informational brochure/questionnaire
was developed, to inform interested 

people about the Communications
Project, to compile a mailing list, and to
use for an audit of information needs.
The project was advertised in the major
newspapers in each state and in Internet
discussion lists. A brochure/question-
naire was sent to those responding, and
to relevant mailing lists, resulting in
approximately 900 responses to the
information audit and a mailing list of
over 4000 people wishing to be kept
informed of developments in the
National Youth Suicide Prevention
Strategy.

Based on this information needs analysis,
the Institute project team developed a
communications strategy implemented
between January 1998 and June 1999,
with the following components.

Briefing Papers

Logo and design elements were devel-
oped for use in hard copy and electronic
publications. A series of briefing papers
on topics related to youth suicide 
prevention have been planned as a vehicle
for publishing substantial articles, news
of developments in the field, notices 
of coming events and details of new 
publications.

Internet site

A YSP Internet site has been established
and will be updated as new information
becomes available. The site has been 
visited over 12,000 times since 17 July
1997. Features include: the National
Stocktake of Suicide Prevention
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National Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy:
Communication Project
As part of the National Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy, the Commonwealth
Government has engaged the Australian Institute of Family Studies to address the 
information and communication needs of those involved in youth suicide prevention.
The Project includes National Stocktakes of Youth Suicide Prevention Activities, a
Communications Strategy, a Clearinghouse role and an Evaluation of the National Youth
Suicide Prevention Strategy.



Activities; details of the youth suicide
prevention strategies of the states and
territories; links to telephone counselling
services for young people; links to other
sites; bibliographies; forthcoming confer-
ences; links to research organisations;
national and international resources;
and updates of progress on the National
Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy.

Discussion list
An email discussion list has been 
developed to promote the exchange of
information between academics, profes-
sionals and researchers with an interest
in youth suicide prevention. Topics for
discussion may include research issues,
projects and methodology, development
of intervention programs, best practice
in youth suicide prevention, and 
standard approaches to youth health
and young people in crisis or at risk of
suicide, notices about upcoming confer-
ences and workshops, and pointers to
new publications, online papers,
resources/links, and web sites. The list 
is also used to raise questions, share
problems and relate concerns.

Seminars
A program of seminars has been 
developed, with the aims of: first, bringing
together people who have been involved,
or have an interest in, youth suicide 
prevention in particular settings, to share
experiences and exchange information;

and second, collecting information
about ways in which suicide can be more
effectively prevented among young 
people in these settings. The first two
seminars have been held, one focusing
on the juvenile justice area, and the 
second on rural areas.

Clearing House Function

The Institute has established a clearing
house service for youth suicide prevention
information. The aim is for a two-way
involvement with the community 
concerned with youth suicide prevention,
and interested persons have been invited
to contribute articles, news items, and
notices about conferences and commu-
nications activities. The Institute is also
distributing regular updates on the
National Youth Suicide Prevention
Strategy prepared by the Mental Health
Branch of the Department of Health
and Family Services, as well as publications
emanating from the Strategy.

Evaluation 

The Institute is responsible for undertak-
ing an overall evaluation of the National
Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy to 
be completed by October 1999. An 
evaluation plan has been developed,
accepted, and is being implemented.
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The Management, Administration and Financial Infrastructure program
aims to develop and apply improved executive, administrative and
computing policies and practices to meet the goals of the Institute.

Management, Administration 
and Financial Infrastructure
Program 5



Workplace Relations Act

In accordance with the Workplace
Relations Act 1996, the Institute has 
developed a workplace certified agree-
ment with staff. As the majority of staff
indicated a preference to be represented
by the Community and Public Sector
Union (CPSU), the agreement has been
developed in accordance with section
170 LJ of the Act.

A draft agreement at the proposal stage
was sent to the Department of
Workplace Relations and Small Business
(DWRSB) in February 1998. Their 
comments, together with extensive 
negotiations with staff and the CPSU,
has resulted in a final draft being 
re-submitted to DWRSB on 23 June
1998. It is proposed that the agreement
will be certified by the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission in 
July 1998.

APS Staffing Structure

A major feature of the Institute’s 
proposed certified agreement will be the
implementation of the new eight-level
Australian Public Service (APS) staffing
structure. The new structure will 
incorporate academic classifications.

Financial Management

The Institute has just completed an
upgrade of its finance and accounting
system to make it Year 2000 compliant,
as well as to enhance a number of 
features including more detailed bank
reconciliation reports. The new Human
Resource Management database has
been implemented and this provides for
a comprehensive range of information

on staff, salaries and positions, and 
automatically calculates most leave 
entitlements. 

The Institute has closely reviewed its
financial management practices in
light of the new legislative framework
comprising the Commonwealth
Authorities and Companies Act and the
revised Audit Act. Overall the revised
legislation will have a significant
impact on the duties and responsibili-
ties of Board Members and officers,
and the general reporting requirements
of the Institute. 

The Institute has now implemented
full accrual accounting on a monthly
basis, and as a result is developing
improved financial reports to senior
management and project managers.
The 1998–99 budget process is also
being set up on an accrual basis in
line with advice from the Department
of Finance and Administration and
the Accrual Budgeting Project Team.
The Institute has also completed a
review of the valuation of its fixed
assets, and is moving this financial
year to the deprival method of 
valuation where appropriate.

In line with the Government’s 
competition policy of making agencies
more accountable and commercially
viable, the Institute has reviewed the use
of existing customers in key cost areas
such as electricity supply and telecom-
munications. By adopting a business case
in purchasing these services the Institute
has achieved price discounts and
improvements in the delivery of the 
services. The Institute has also been 
able to take advantage of whole of 
government discounts in several 
administrative areas.
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Administrative Services
The Administrative Services unit aims to clarify and adapt corporate planning 
processes to the unique nature of the Institute as a research and public information 
dissemination agency.



Provider Service $

Acoss Distribution & mailing 350
Australia’s Flag Publishing Advertising services 399
Current Family Law P/L Mailhouse services 1,190
DNA Integrated Communications Youth Suicide advertising 1,295
GI Printing Family Matters distribution 985
Goldstar Corporation Advertising services 385
Indigo Arch P/L Mailhouse services 2,500
Mailcare Systems P/L Mailhouse services 16,131
Media Monitors Victoria P/ Media and Advertising 2,733
Newsnet P/L Media advertising 649
Nimaa Youth Suicide advertising 400
Political Reference Service Media and advertising services 300
Royal Australian College Youth Suicide advertising 3,600
Salmat Mailing Services Mailhouse services for 25,896

Family Matters magazine
Specialised Press Agency Media services 1,850
The Alternative Mailhouse services 4,000
The Mailing House Mailhouse services
The Nationwide business Advertising services 495

Total 63,158

Property Issues

Most of the outstanding building issues
detailed in the ten-year tenancy lease
effective from 1 March 1997 have been
addressed. These comprise the installa-
tion of the automatic front doors and
implementation of most of the recarpet-

ing. The recarpeting of the library will
be completed in July and a new air con-
ditioning unit is being installed for the
old building in 1998–99. Within the next
two months the Institute is implement-
ing a new security system that will be
linked to the new automatic front doors.
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State
Vic

Full-time Staff
Permanent
Men 7
Women 23
Total 30

Temporary
Men 1
Women 5
Total 6

All full-time staff
Men 8
Women 28
Total 36

Part-time Staff
Permanent
Men 0
Women 7
Total 7

Temporary
Men 0
Women 5
Total 5

All part-time staff
Men 0
Women 12
Total 12

All Staff
Men 8
Women 40

Total 48

Staffing policies and practices at the
Institute are now governed by the Public
Service Act 1922. Throughout 1997–98,
staff have been briefed on Australian
Public Service (APS) policy and proce-
dures. The review of the Institute’s own
policy and procedures is complete, and
these now comply with the Act.

Industrial Democracy

The Institute Consultative Committee,
formed under the existing Agency
Agreement, met quarterly during the
year. The Committee is an important
component of staff–management 
communications within the Institute.
The major issues dealt with by the
Committee are:

• Occupational health and safety issues;

• the Workplace Relations Act ;

• the new Workplace Agreement;

• renovation of Institute facilities;

• ongoing rationalisation of Institute
resources;

• Industrial Democracy processes.

The Institute and the Community and
Public Sector Union remain committed
to a meaningful consultative process.

Occupational Health 
and Safety 

The Occupational Health and Safety
(Commonwealth and Safety) Act 1991,
requires the Institute to report on its
activities under the Act. The Institute’s
objective is the promotion and 
maintenance of the physical, mental 
and social wellbeing of its employees.

During the year, the Occupational
Health and Safety Committee continued
to meet and discuss issues affecting staff.
Recommendations were examined by
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Total staff employment by
employment category and gender
at 30 June 1998

Personnel Policy
The Australian Institute of Family Studies, as a Commonwealth Statutory Authority, 
is subject to the various personnel policy initiatives that have become part of the policy 
package with which the Commonwealth administers its most important resource, its staff.



Provider Service $

Roy Morgan Research Centre P/L Divorce Transitions project 66,247
consultancy

Roy Morgan Research Centre P/L Office of Status of Women- 7,500
Divorce Transitions

Dr Juliet Behrens Divorce Transitions project 1,000
Consultancy

Griffith University Divorce Transitions project 2,500
Consultancy

Professor Max Charlesworth Ethics Committee, advisory 400
Dr Belinda Fehlberg Ethics Committee, advisory 400
Ms Judith Foster Ethics Committee, advisory 400
Reverend Phillip Hughes Ethics Committee, advisory 400
Dr Kereen Reiger Ethics Committee, advisory 400
University of Queensland Parenting Extensions project 92,772

consultancy
Jane Burns Youth Suicide Communications 2,132

consultancy
Deloittes PBS Support & upgrade of 2,669

CBA accounting system
Computer Active Development of Personnel Database 700
Burgell Consulting Group Brimbank Outreach project 11,074

consultancy
Surveycraft P/L CATI research training 1,960
Swinburne University of Technology CATI based research supervision 5,200
Mei Regan Staff interviewing consultancy 2,550
Ms Alisa Hamilton Indexing for Publications 13,488
Ms Catherine McDowell Consultancy for Family 1,387 

Information Centre
Ms Silvana Kolar Parenting 21 project consultancy 891
Ms Helen Elliot Youth Suicide project consultancy 2,402
Freelance Library and Youth Suicide project consultancy 770
Information Services
Centre for Adolescent Health Youth Suicide project Consultancy 4,410

Total 221,652

the Committee and, where possible, the
actions implemented without delay.
Specific matters addressed during
1997–98 included the upgrade of office
furniture to meet ergonomic standards
and the monitoring of air quality 
especially in the old building.

Seminars were conducted during the
year to increase staff awareness of 
workplace stress issues.

The Institute continues to ensure the
health, safety and welfare of staff by:
emergency evacuation policy, procedures
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Permanent Temporary Total
Full-time/Part-time Full-time/Part-time

Classification Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

SES BAND 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
SES BAND 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ACADEMIC 1 1 5 6 0 4 4 1 9 10
ACADEMIC 2 0 3 3 1 3 4 1 6 7
ACADEMIC 3 2 3 5 0 0 0 2 3 5
ACADEMIC 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
ACADEMIC 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ASO CLASS 2 0 2 2 0 1 1 0 3 3
ASO CLASS 3 0 2 2 0 1 1 0 3 3
ASO CLASS 4 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 3 3
ASO CLASS 5 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 2
ASO CLASS 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
SNR OFFICER C 1 2 3 0 0 0 1 2 3
INFO TECH OFF 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1
INFO TECH OFF 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1
SNR ITO A 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1
PROF OFF 1 0 1 1 0 2 2 0 3 3
PROF OFF 2 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 2
SNR PROF OFF C 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 2

Total 7 29 36 1 11 12 8 40 48

and practice; ongoing workplace 
inspections; and Occupational Health
and Safety seminars and training.

During 1997–98 there were no reports of
a dangerous occurrence under Section
68 of the Act. No other notices were
given during the year under Sections 
30, 46 or 47 of the Act.

Staff Development 
and Training

Staff take part in approved training 
activities in their respective disciplines 
as well as general skills development.
During 1997–98, the Institute invested
$28,954 in direct training and 
development activities.
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Arrangements for Outside
Participation

The Institute has established and main-
tains formal and informal contacts with a
wide range of individuals and organisa-
tions for the purpose of obtaining and
giving advice, collaborating on studies,
exchanging information, seeking access
to data and exploring options for the
development of the Institute’s work.

Specific avenues for outside participation
include input by experts in design 
seminars and steering groups of Institute
studies, external review of Institute 
manuscripts prior to publication, Visiting
Fellows, and a periodic national Family
Research Conference.

The Institute’s Family Information
Centre is open to the public, and the
Centre’s staff handle enquiries by phone,
facsimile, email, letter or in 
person.

Categories of Documents

The Institute maintains the following 
categories of documents:

• research data collected by survey 
interviews (this information is obtained

from respondents on the understanding
that their anonymity will be preserved
and the information provided is 
confidential to the Institute; data tapes
may be made available to external
researchers when all identifying details
are removed);

• general correspondence;

• published and unpublished research
reports.

FOI Procedures and Initial
Contact Points

The Marketing Manager will assist 
applicants to identify the particular 
documents they seek. If a request is to be
refused on grounds appearing in section
15(2) or section 24(1) of the Freedom of
Information Act (insufficient information
or unreasonable diversion of resources),
applicants will be notified and given an
opportunity for consultation. The officer
authorised to deny access to documents
is the Marketing Manager.
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Freedom of Information
No requests were made this year of the Australian Institute of Family Studies for 
information under the Freedom of Information Act, in operation since 1982. The 
following information about arrangements for access to Institute documents is 
included under Section 8 of the Act.
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Significant changes occurred in
Information Technology (IT) during 
the year, with the Computer Assisted
Telephone Interviewing (CATI) function
moving to Research, and the rearrange-
ment of other IT services resulting in the
reclassification of the IT02 position to
ITO1.

Software was installed to enable selected
Family Information Centre databases to
be made available through the Internet.
Other software was installed to enable
the Institute to host and manage
Internet electronic mailing lists. The first
discussion list established is for the
National Youth Suicide Prevention
Strategy. Calendar management software
was installed to facilitate scheduling of
activities in the Institute while reducing
the administrative overhead of collecting
timesheet data.

A working party defined a more appro-
priate structure for computer storage of
Institute data, reflecting the needs of
staff for accessibility with security.
Assistance was also given to external
auditors producing an ‘Information
Protection Review’. Recommendations
of the review have been implemented.

Year 2000 compliance planning and
implementation was undertaken, with an
anticipation of minimal disruption to
Institute systems as we enter the new 
millennium.

Considerable time was spent supervising
the installation of automatic doors at
reception in conjunction with planning
the replacement of the building security
system.

Information Technology staff also 
supported a Web server for the Institute
and telephone systems including PABX
programming, voice mail and call
accounting software.

Communications hardware was installed
to enable secure access to the Institute
network via modem. New printers were
installed to replace slower and less 
reliable ones. The computing hardware
at the Institute now consists of five Sun
Unix servers, 51 Apple Power Macintosh
computers, and four Windows PCs.
There is also a CATI facility consisting of
ten diskless PCs connected to a Novell
server. All computers are linked by a
local area network which is connected
through a firewall to the Internet.

Information Technology Services
The Information Technology Services unit strives to develop and support a reliable, 
effective, efficient and easy to use computing environment contributing directly to the 
productivity of the Institute.
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Staff Publications, Presentations and
External Professional Involvement
Staff of the Institute engage in numerous professional activities which facilitate the 
dissemination to the wider community of Institute research and activities through: the
publication of findings from Institute research in journals, books, reports, papers and
other informational materials; presentations to colleagues at conferences, workshops
and seminars; and participation in or membership of professional advisory committees
or bodies.

Judy Adams

Publications
Adams, J. (ed.) (1998), Youth Suicide Prevention
Programs and Activities: National Stocktake,
Australian Institute of Family Studies, Melbourne.

Adams, J. (ed.) (1998), Child Abuse Prevention,
National Child Protection Clearing House
Newsletter, vol.6, no.1, Autumn.

Adams, J. (ed.) (1997), Child Abuse Prevention,
National Child Protection Clearing House
Newsletter, vol.5, no.2, Spring.

Presentations
‘IFS Communications Strategy’, Presentation to
National Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy
Project Workers Workshop, Canberra, 9-11
November 1997.

‘National Child Protection Clearing House:
Future directions’, Presentation to National
Council for the Prevention of Child Abuse,
Sydney, 20 February 1998.

External Professional Involvement
Committee Member, ALIA Special Libraries
Section, Victorian Group.

Member, Federal Libraries Information Network.

Diana Amos

External Professional Involvement
Member, Australian Psychological Society.

Andrew Burbidge

Conferences/Presentations
‘Capital gains and economic inequality’, Paper
presented to the National Social Policy
Conference: States, Markets, Communities:
Remapping the Boundaries, Social Policy

Research Centre, University of New South
Wales, Sydney, 16-18 July 1997.

David de Vaus

Publications
de Vaus, D.A. & Millward, C. (1998), ‘Home
alone before and after school’, Family Matters,
no.49, Autumn, pp.34-37.

de Vaus, D.A. (1998), ‘Australian families: social
and demographic patterns’, Ch. 12 in Hennon,
Charles N. and Brubaker, Timothy H. (eds),
Diversity in families: a global perspective, Belmont,
Wadsworth.

de Vaus, D.A. and McAllister, I. (1997), ‘The
changing politics of women: Gender and 
political alignment in western democracies’, 
in P. Norris (ed.), Elections and Voting Behaviour,
The International Library of Politics and
Comparative Government, Aldershot, Ashgate
Publishing Co.

de Vaus, D.A. and Qu, L. (1997),
‘Intergenerational transfers across the life
course’, UN Bulletin on Ageing, nos.2-3, pp.12-18.

de Vaus, D.A. (1997), ‘Family values in the
nineties: Gender gap or generation gap?’,
Family Matters, no.48, Spring/Summer, pp.4-10.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Intergenerational transfers across the life
course’, Paper presented to annual conference
of the National Council of Family Relations,
Washington D.C., USA, November 1997.

External Professional Involvement
International Correspondent, Sociological
Research Online.

Member, Advisory Group for the Changing
Pressures Project, Brotherhood of St Laurence.

Member, British Sociological Association.
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Member, Course Advisory Committee, Social,
Environmental Assessment Policy (SEAP)
RMIT.

Member, Editorial Board, International Journal of
Marriage and the Family.

Member, National Council on Family Relations
(USA).

Member, Reference Group of the Gender Pay
Equity Project of NTEU, DEET and RMIT.

Susan Fooks

Publications
Fooks, S. (1998), ‘Bibliography on youth issues’,
Family Matters, no.49, Autumn, pp.56-57.

Fooks, S. (1997), ‘Bibliography on later life 
families’, Family Matters, no.48, Spring/Summer,
pp.52-54.

Fooks, S. (1997), ‘Bibliography on housing’,
Family Matters, no.47, Winter, pp.53-55.

Kathleen Funder

Publications
Funder, K. (1998), ‘The Australian Family Law
Reform Act 1995 and public attitudes to
parental responsibility’, International Journal of
Law, Policy and the Family, vol.12, no.1, pp.47-61.

Funder, K. (1997), ‘Changes in child support’,
Family Matters, no.48, Spring/Summer, pp.36-37.

Funder, K. (1997), ‘The Institute’s Fifth Australian
Family Research Conference: family is a hybrid’,
Family Matters, no.46, Autumn, pp.4-9.

Conferences/Presentations
‘In the child’s best interest? contact & children’s
rights’, Paper presented to Victorian Court
Network Conference: Disputing Families:
Families, the Law & Access to Justice,
Melbourne, July 1997.

‘Financial support for children in two-household
families’, Guest lecture presented to University
of Melbourne, Centre for Public Policy Lecture
Series, August 1997.

‘National norms for parental responsibility:
Implications for Family Law reform in
Australia’, Paper presented to World Themes &
African Issues Conference, Durban, South
Africa, July 1997.

‘Parental responsibilities: A national perspec-
tive’, Seminar presented to Family Law Council,
Wellington, New Zealand, October 1997.

Guest address given at 1997 Graduation
Ceremony presented to Swinburne University
of Technology, October 1997.

‘When is a parent a parent’, Poster presented to
National Council of Family Relations, Virginia,
USA, November 1997.

External Professional Involvement
Australian Institute of Family Studies Observer
on the Family Law Council of Australia.

Member, Arts Faculty Advisory Committee,
Swinburne University of Technology.

Member, Australian Catholic University, Christ
College, School of Social Science Advisory
Committee.

Member, Board of Directors, The Court
Network.

Member, Children’s and Family Services
Committee, Family Law Council of Australia.

Member, ‘Clean Break’ Committee, Family Law
Council of Australia. 

Member, Department of Justice (Victoria),
Research Ethics Committee. 

Member, International Sociological Association,
Committee on Family Research.

Member, National Council for Family Relations
(USA).

Member, Psychologists Registration Board of
Victoria.

Member, Steering Committee, Australian Law
Reform Commission Reference on Children
and the Law (1995–97).

Member, Steering Committee, Indicative Budget
Standards Study, Social Policy Research Centre,
University of New South Wales (1995–97).

Member, The Australian Psychological Society.

Helen Glezer

Publications
Glezer, H. & Wolcott, I. (1998), ‘Work and 
family values, preferences and practice’, Family
Matters, no.48, Spring/Summer, pp.27-29.

Glezer, H. & Wolcott, I. (1997), Work and family
values, preferences and practice, Australian Family
Briefing no.4, Australian Institute of Family
Studies, Melbourne.

Glezer, H. (1997), ‘Cohabitation and marriage
relationships in the 1990s’, Family Matters,
no.47, Winter, pp.5-9.
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Conferences/Presentations
‘Social and demographic changes in families in
the last thirty years’, Speaker as part of the
Eminent Speakers Program, Department of
Health and Family Services, Sydney, 18 March
1998.

‘Work and family’, Presentation to Centre for
Economic Policy Research, ANU: Child Care
and Employment Opportunities Workshop,
Canberra, 6 March 1998.

‘Work patterns and preferences across the life
course’, Keynote speaker, Balancing Work and
Family: How Winners Make it Happen Seminar,
Work and Family Unit, Department of Small
Business and Workplace Relations, Sydney, 
25 November 1997.

‘Work and Family - work values and choices’,
Keynote address to Marriage Educators
Association of Australia and the Catholic
Society for Marriage Education Conference:
Uncharted Waters of Modern Marriage,
Brisbane, September 1997.

Panel Discussant, ‘Cohabitation and marriage’
Panel Discussion, Marriage Educators
Association of Australia and the Catholic
Society for Marriage Education Conference:
Uncharted Waters of Modern Marriage,
Brisbane, September 1997.

‘Work preferences, values and participation’,
Paper presented to The National Social Policy
Conference: States, Markets, Communities:
Remapping the Boundaries, Social Policy
Research Centre, University of New South
Wales, Sydney, 16-18 July 1997.

External Professional Involvement
Member, Australian Psychological Society.

Member, Australian Working Group,
Asia–Pacific Regional Group on Families and
Relationships.

Member, Institutional Ethics Committee,
Brotherhood of St Laurence.

Member, Steering Committee, Life Chances
Study, Brotherhood of St Laurence.

Member, Editorial Advisory Committee, Future
Directions, Commission for the Future.

Member, Research Grant Committee, Epilepsy
Foundation of Victoria.

Member, Data Dictionary Working Party, Legal
Aid & Family Services, Attorney General’s
Department.

Carole Jean

Publications
Jean, C. (1998), ‘Book notes’, Family Matters, 
no. 49, Autumn, pp.62-63.

Jean, C. (1997), ‘Book notes’, Family Matters,
no.48, Spring/Summer, pp.50-51.

Jean, C. (1997), ‘Book notes’, Family Matters,
no.47, Winter, pp.56-57.

Christine Kilmartin

Publications
Kilmartin, C. (1997), ‘Children, divorce and
one-parent families: Latest trends’, Family
Matters, no.48, Spring/Summer, pp.34-35.

Kilmartin, C. (1997), ‘Teenage ex-nuptial
births: Latest trends’, Family Matters, no.48,
Spring/Summer, pp.42-43.

Kilmartin, C. (1997), ‘Home-based work:
Snapshots of recent labour market trends’,
Family Matters, no.4, Winter, pp.20-23.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Indicators of wellbeing for children and young
people in Australia’, Paper presented to
Measuring National Progress: A national 
conference on indicators of the quality and 
sustainability of life in Australia, sponsored by
CSIRO, ABS and Swinburne University,
Canberra, July 1997.

‘Overwork and underwork from the total
parental viewpoint: a look at changes over the
decade’, Paper presented to The National
Social Policy Conference: States, Markets,
Communities: Remapping the Boundaries,
Social Policy Research Centre, University of
New South Wales, Sydney, 16-18 July 1997.

‘Young people in Australian families’, Paper
presented to Family at the Heart of Adolescent
Health, 2nd IAAH Pacific Rim Conference on
Adolescent Health, Sydney, November 1997.

Invited participant, Mawson Lakes Planning
Workshop, South Australia November 1997.

‘The nature of family and household change
represented in indigenous data’, Paper presented
to ABS Workshop on Establishing Guidelines
for Interpreting Indigenous Census Data,
Canberra, February 1998.

Invited participant, Workshop on the National
Child Health Information Framework,
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare,
Canberra, April 1998.
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Invited participant, Workshop on GIS and
Health: future research needs, Royal Children’s
Hospital, Melbourne, June 1998.

Submissions
Kilmartin, C. (1997), ‘Development of Indicators
of Wellbeing for Children and Young People in
Australia’, Submission to the Joint Standing
Committee on Treaties, Inquiry into the Status
of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child. 

Kilmartin, C. (1997), ‘Project on effects of 
political economic transformations on children’,
Submission to Childwatch International.

Kilmartin, C. (1998), ‘2001 Census’, Submission
to the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

External Professional Involvement
Member, Executive, Australian Population
Association (Past President).

Member, ABS Family Statistics Advisory Group.

Member, Advisory Group, Australian Standard
Geographical Classification Review (ABS).

Member, international Working Group on
Monitoring Children’s Wellbeing.

Member, Steering Committee, Development of
Indicators of Social and Family Functioning,
Australia.

Member, Reference Group, Risk and Protective
Factors Project, Department of Human Services
(Victoria).

Member, Board of Directors, Box Hill Institute
of TAFE.

Member, VET Research Advisory Group, Victoria.

Member, International Sociological Association.

Member, Australian Association for Social
Research.

Member, Women’s Planning Network Victoria.

Violet Kolar

Publications
McGurk, H. and Kolar, V. (1997), ‘Exploring
parenthood and parenting: An introduction to
Parenting-21’, Family Matters, no.48,
Spring/Summer, pp.38-40. 

Conferences/Presentations
‘Parenting-21: Supporting parents into the 21st
Century’, Paper presented to 6th Australasian
Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect:
Dialogue, Dreaming, Decisions, Adelaide, 20-23
October 1997.

‘Parenting-21: An Introduction’, Paper presented
to Australian Early Childhood Association
National Conference: Children in the balance,
Melbourne, 20-23 September 1997.

Harry McGurk

Publications
McGurk, H. and Soriano, G. (1998), ‘Families
and social development: the 21st century’, 
Ch. 5 in Campbell, A. and Muncer, S.J. (eds),
The Social Child,, Psychology Press, London.

McGurk, H. (1998), ‘Director’s report’, Family
Matters, no.49, Autumn, p.3.

McGurk, H. (1997), ‘Director’s report’, Family
Matters, no.48, Spring/Summer, pp.2-3.

McGurk, H. and Kolar, V. (1997), ‘Exploring
parenthood and parenting: an introduction to
Parenting-21’, Family Matters, no.48,
Spring/Summer, pp.38-40.

McGurk, H. (1997), ‘Director’s report’, Family
Matters, no.47, Winter, pp.2-4.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Investment in children: Private or public 
concern’, Presentation to Gowrie Training
Centre Forum, Adelaide, 13 August 1997.

‘The Family – Towards 2000’, Guest speaker at
Frankston & Peninsula Preschool Teachers’
Association Annual Conference, Frankston, 
14 August 1997. 

‘The industrialisation of family services: Threat,
challenge or opportunity’, La Trobe University
Community Lecture Series, Albury/Wodonga,
14-15 August 1997. 

‘Australian children, families, communities’,
Presentation to Institute of Early Childhood
Centenary Conference: Shaping the Future for
Young Children and their Families, Macquarie
University, NSW, 15-17 August 1997.

Keynote address to the Family Day Care
Association Queensland State Conference:
Partnership and Growth - Facing the future,
Brisbane, Queensland, 28 August 1997.

‘What are the benchmarks by which to assess
whether young children are really valued by the
society?’, Address to Australian Early Childhood
Association Annual Council Meeting,
Melbourne, 19 September 1997.

‘Child and adolescent development in the 
global economy’, Keynote address to Ninth
Asian Workshop on Child and Adolescent
Development, Brunei Darussalam, 22-25
September 1997.

Dissemination and Community Relations

Australian Institute of Family Studies 1997–1998 Annual Report 69



‘Family support: Bottomless cup or empty 
vessel?’, Paper presented to 6th Australasian
Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect,
Adelaide, 20-23 October 1997.

‘Child care in a caring society: Challenges for
the future of child care’, Paper presented to
Community Child Care Forum, Melbourne, 
14 November 1997. 

‘Children and families in hospitals’, Oration
given to Royal Children’s Hospital Annual
General Meeting, Melbourne, 18 November
1997.

‘Child care in a caring society’, Presentation to
Victorian Subsidised Child Care Coordinators
Association Christmas Meeting, Melbourne, 
18 November 1997. 

‘Family, divorce, and suicide’, Paper presented
to Conference on Suicide and Families: towards
better research and practice, Surfers Paradise,
Queensland, 25-28 November 1997.

‘Social change and its impact on families’,
Paper presented to CWAV National
Conference: The Cutting Edge: Exploring
Futures for Families and Young People,
Melbourne, 26 November 1997.

External Professional Involvement
Fellow, British Psychological Society.

Fellow, The Royal Society of Medicine.

Member, Advisory Board, Macquarie University
Centre for Child Development.

Member, Advisory Board, The University of
Queensland Family Centre.

Member, Board of Directors, International
Family Policy Forum.

Member, Editorial Board for Developmental
Psychology, Erlbaum (UK) Taylor & Francis.

Member, Adolescent Services Reference
Committee (Victorian Department of Health
and Community Services, Primary Care
Division).

Member, The Association for Child Psychology
and Psychiatry.

Member, National Reference Group,
Citizenship Project.

Member and President, International Society
for the Study of Behavioural Development.

Member, Society for Research in Child
Development.

Member, Board of Management, Victorian
Parenting Centre.

Member, Research Committee, Victorian
Parenting Centre.

Member, Australian Rotary Health Research
Fund Research Committee.

Christine Millward

Publications
de Vaus, D. and Millward, C. (1998), ‘Home
alone before or after school’, Family Matters,
no.49, Autumn, pp.34-37. 

Millward, C. (1997), ‘Divorce and family 
relations in later life’, Family Matters, no.48,
Summer/Spring, pp.30-33.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Intergenerational relations in later life: effects
of marital separation’, Paper presented to The
National Social Policy Conference: States,
Markets, Communities: Remapping the
Boundaries, Social Policy Research Centre,
University of New South Wales, Sydney, 16-18
July 1997.

External Professional Involvement
Member, Australian Family Research Network.

Lixia Qu

Publications
Qu, L. (1998), ‘Age differences of brides and
grooms in Australia: latest trends’, Family
Matters, no.49, Autumn, p.27.

de Vaus, D. and Qu, L. (1997),
‘Intergenerational transfers across the life
course in Australia’, UN Bulletin on Ageing, 
no.2-3, pp.12-18.

Grania Sheehan

Publications
Sheehan, G., and Noller, P. (1998),
‘Adolescents’ perceptions of parental
favouritism: Links with family functioning’,
Family Matters, no.49, Autumn, pp.17-19.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Implications of parental favouritism for com-
munication and conflict in adolescent sibling
relationships’, Paper presented to Conference
for the National Council on Family Relations,
Virginia, 7-10 November 1997 (co-authors: P.
Noller, J.A. Feeney, C. Peterson). 
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‘Attachment style differences between adolescent
siblings: The role of parental favouritism’,
Paper presented to 9th Annual International
Conference on Personal Relationships:
Symposium on ‘Perspectives in Parenting’,
Saratoga Springs, New York, June 1998 
(co-authors: P. Noller, J.A. Feeney, C. Peterson).

External Professional Involvement
Associate member, Family Research Centre,
University of Queensland.

Member, Executive Committee, Family Law and
Psychology Association of Australasia (1997-98).

Member, International Society for the Study of
Personal Relationships.

Member, Society for the Australasian Social
Psychologists.

Bruce Smyth

Submissions
Smyth, B. & Sheehan, G. (1998), Submission by
the Australian Institute of Family Studies to the
Family Law Council ‘Clean Break’ Committee,
Spousal Support: Reported incidence, 
duration and quantum (Preliminary Tables),
March 1998.

Conferences/Presentations
‘When is a parent a parent’, Poster presented to
National Council of Family Relations, Chicago,
USA, November 1997.

Grace Soriano

Publications
McGurk, Harry and Soriano, G. (1998), ‘Families
and social development: The 21st century’,
Ch.5 in A. Campbell and S. Muncer (eds), 
The Social Child, Psychology Press, London.

Wendy Stone

Publications
Stone, W. (1998), ‘Young people’s access to
home ownership: Chasing the great Australian
dream’, Family Matters, no.49, Autumn, 
pp.38-43.

Winter, I. and Stone, W. (1998), Social polarisation
and housing careers: Exploring the interrelationship of
labour and housing markets in Australia, Working
Paper no.13, Australian Institute of Family
Studies, Melbourne.

Winter, I. and Stone, W. (1997), ‘Considering
the public-private welfare mix in housing policy
reform’ in Saunders, P. and Eardley, T. (eds),
States, Markets, Communities: Remapping the
Boundaries, Proceedings of the National Social
Policy Conference, vol. 2, Social Policy Research
Centre, UNSW, Sydney, pp.155-177. 

Stone, W. (1997), ‘Family Law and Policy’, in D.
Whithear (ed.), Diary of Social Legislation and
Policy 1996, Australian Institute of Family
Studies, Social Policy Research Centre (UNSW)
and Australian Institute of Health and Welfare,
Melbourne, pp.42-57.

Submissions
Winter, I. and Stone, W. (1997), ‘Considering
the public-private welfare mix in housing policy
reform’, Paper submitted to Senate Community
Affairs References Committee Inquiry into
Housing Assistance, Spring St, Melbourne, 
4 August.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Considering the public-private welfare mix in
housing policy reform’, Paper presented to The
National Social Policy Conference: States,
Markets, Communities: Remapping the
Boundaries, Social Policy Research Centre,
University of New South Wales, Sydney, 16-18
July 1997 (co-presenter: I. Winter).

‘Social polarisation and housing careers’, Paper
presented to The Australian Sociological
Association Conference: Shifting Structures:
Shifting Sociology, University of Wollongong,
NSW, 9-12 December 1997 (co-presenter: I.
Winter).

Adam Tomison

Publications
Tomison, A.M. (1998), Letter to the Editor,
Child Abuse & Neglect, vol. 22, no.1, p.1.

Tomison, A.M. (1998), ‘Working with families:
A strengths-based approach’, Family Matters,
no.47, Winter, pp.47-49.

Tomison, A.M. (1997), Overcoming Structural
Barriers to the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect:
A Discussion Paper, NSW Child Protection
Council, Sydney.

Tomison, A.M. (1997), Preventing child abuse and
neglect in NSW: Findings from a state audit, NSW
Child Protection Council, Sydney.

Tomison, A.M & Tucci, J. (1997), Emotional
abuse: the hidden form of maltreatment, National
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Child Protection Clearing House Issues Paper
no.8, Australian Institute of Family Studies,
Melbourne. 

Submissions
Tomison, A.M. (1998), Written submission to
Standing Committee on Social Issues Inquiry
into Parent Education, Parliament of New
South Wales. 

Conferences/Presentations
‘Preventing child abuse in New South Wales:
Some findings from a state audit’, Paper 
presented to NSW Child Protection Council’s
Third Annual State Conference: Building
Partnerships: from rhetoric to reality, Sydney, 
3-5 May 1998.

‘Preventing child abuse in New South Wales:
Some findings from a state audit’, Paper 
presented to Kids First ‘Agenda for Change’
Conference, Melbourne, 2-3 April 1998.

‘Social issues confronting Australia as we head
towards the next millennium’, Invited address,
official launch of the Australian Humanitarian
Foundation, Melbourne, 16 March 1998.

‘Community development approaches to child
protection: A report of three Victorian
Projects’, Paper presented to 6th Australasian
Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect,
Adelaide, 20-23 October 1997 (co-author: 
H. McGurk). 

‘Early childhood projects at the Australian
Institute of Family Studies’, Seminar presented
at the Australian Early Childhood Association
Conference, Melbourne, 22 September 1997
(co-presenters: V. Kolar and S. Wise). 

‘The role and functions of the National Child
Protection Clearing House’, Paper presented to
Australian Early Childhood Association
Conference, Melbourne, 22 September 1997.

External Professional Involvement
Australian Institute of Family Studies Alternate
Representative, Victorian Child Abuse Prevention
Reference Group (Department of Human
Services Victoria).

Australian Institute of Family Studies Alternate
Representative, Coalition for Australia’s
Children.

Member, Australian Family Research Network.

Member, Australian Humanitarian Foundation.

Member, International Society for the
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
(ISPCAN).

Member, Prevention and Education
Committee, Australians Against Child Abuse.

Member, Prevention Reference Group, New
South Wales Child Protection Council.

Member, Research and Advocacy Committee,
Australians Against Child Abuse.

National Child Protection Clearing House
Representative, Coalition for Australia’s
Children.

National Child Protection Clearing House
Representative, Victorian Child Abuse
Prevention Reference Group (Department of
Human Services Victoria).

President, Barwon Child Rights and
Maltreatment Association Inc. (1995-1998).

Ruth Weston

Publications
Weston, R. (1998), ‘Latest Australian and 
overseas quality-of-life research’, Family Matters,
no.49, Autumn, p.50.

Weston, R. (1997), ‘Turning to father: the role
of fathers relative to mothers and friends as
confidants for adolescents’, Family Matters,
no.48, Spring/Summer, pp.11-14.

Weston, R. (1997), ‘The next generation: 
aspirations of migrant adolescents and parents’,
Family Matters, no.47, Winter, pp.43-46.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Relationships between adolescents and their
parents: links with well-being’, Paper presented
to Third National Conference on Parenting:
Parenting in the ‘90s and Beyond, Melbourne,
19-20 February 1998.

‘Adolescents’ satisfaction with relationships 
with parents: Hornet’s nest or haven?’, Paper
presented to First Conference of the
International Society of quality of life studies,
Charlotte, North Carolina, USA, 20-23
November 1997. 

‘Teenagers and their parents: Relationships and
personal well-being’, Invited paper presented to
the Rotary Club of Dandenong, 29 September
1997.

External Professional Involvement
Member, Healthy Families Project Reference
Group, a project of the Board of Studies 
funded by Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation in association with Relationships
Australia and Monash University.
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Member, Living Standards Reference Group,
created for the development and testing phases
of the ABS National Survey of Living Standards.

Deborah Whithear

Publications
Whithear, D. (1998), ‘AIFS Database Report’,
Family Matters, no.49, Autumn, p.55.

Whithear, D. (1998), ‘On the Web’, Family
Matters, no.49, Autumn, p.51.

Whithear, D. (1997), ‘AIFS Database Report’,
Family Matters, no.47, Winter, pp.52-53.

Conferences/Presentations
‘The special way to becoming a law abiding and
healthy electronic publisher’, Paper presented
to 7th Asian Pacific Special Health & Law
Librarians Conference, Perth, 12-16 October
1997 (co-presenters: Oxley, S. and Myrtle, J.).

External Professional Involvement
Member, AUSTROM Database Producers
Committee.

Member, OZLINE Database Producers
Committee.

Member, House Committee, Childwatch
International Children’s House in Cyberspace.

Ian Winter

Publications
Winter, I. (ed.) (1998), ‘Australian family
research and policy news’, Family Matters, no.49,
Autumn, pp.47-49. 

Winter, I. and Stone, W. (1998), Social polarisation
and housing careers: Exploring the interrelationship of
labour and housing markets in Australia, Working
Paper no.13, Australian Institute of Family
Studies, Melbourne.

Winter, I. and Bryson, L. (1998), ‘Economic
and political restructuring in Holdenist subur-
bia: understanding urban poverty in Australia’,
International Journal of Urban and Regional
Research, vol.22, no.1, pp.60-75.

Winter, I. and Stone, W. (1997), ‘Considering
the public-private welfare mix in housing policy
reform’ in Saunders, P. and Eardley, T. (eds),
States, Markets, Communities: Remapping the
Boundaries, Proceedings of the National Social
Policy Conference, vol. 2, Social Policy Research
Centre, UNSW, Sydney, pp.155-177. 

Winter, I. and Bryson, L. (1997), ‘Social 
polarisation in a suburban community: an
Australian Newtown revisited’, Family Matters,
no.47, Winter, pp.33-37. 

Winter, I. (ed.) (1997), ‘Australian family
research and policy news’, Family Matters, no.47,
Winter, pp.50-51. 

Winter, I. (ed.) (1997), ‘Australian family
research and policy news’, Family Matters, no.48,
Spring, pp.45-47.

Winter, I. (1997), ‘Housing across the life
course’, Family Matters, no.47, Winter, pp.2-3.

Submissions
Winter, I. (1997), Oral evidence to the Senate
Community Affairs References Committee
Inquiry into Housing Assistance, Spring St,
Melbourne, 4 August.

Winter, I. and Stone, W. (1997), ‘Considering
the public-private welfare mix in housing policy
reform’, Paper submitted to the Senate
Community Affairs References Committee
Inquiry into Housing Assistance, Spring St,
Melbourne, 4 August.

Conferences/presentations
‘Considering the public-private mix in housing
policy reform’, Paper presented to The
National Social Policy Conference: States,
Markets, Communities: Remapping the
Boundaries, Social Policy Research Centre,
University of New South Wales, Sydney, 16-18
July 1997 (co-presenter: W. Stone).

‘Building houses and constructing poverty: 
The impact of social policy in an Australian
Newtown Revisited, 1966-1991’, Paper 
presented to Community, Policy and Gender
conference celebrating the contribution of 
Lois Bryson to Australian social science,
University of Newcastle, 19 September 1997.

‘Social polarisation and housing careers’, Paper
presented to The Australian Sociological
Association Annual Conference: Shifting
Structures, Shifting Sociology, University of
Wollongong, 9-12 December 1997 (co-presenter:
W. Stone).

External Professional Involvement
Chairperson, Editorial Board, Journal of Urban
Policy and Research.

Research Supervisor (postgraduate),
Department of Landscape, Environment and
Planning, RMIT.
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Research Associate, Australian Housing and
Urban Research Institute.

Member, Housing Justice Roundtable.

Sarah Wise

Publications
Wise, S. (1998), ‘Raising children in a socially
toxic environment’ (book review), Children
Australia, vol.23, no.2. 

Wise, S. (1998), ‘Getting government to listen’
(book review), Family Matters, no.49, Autumn,
p.61.

Wise, S. (1997), ‘Making ends meet any which
way you can: Youth livelihoods, community
resources and crime’ (book review), Family
Matters, no.48, Spring/Summer, p.48. 

Conferences/Presentations
‘Outcomes in Out-of-Home Care, Looking
After Children and the AIFS Evaluation of a
Victorian Pilot Implementation Project’, Paper
presented to Children’s Welfare Association of
Victoria National Conference: Cutting Edge:
Exploring Futures for Families and Young
People, Melbourne, 24-27 November 1997. 

Invited participant, Australasian Looking After
Children Seminar, La Trobe University,
Melbourne, November 1997.

Invited participant, Children’s Welfare
Association of Victoria Research Network
Group, Melbourne, July 1997. 

External Professional Involvement
Member, Steering Committee, Looking After
Children Implementation Project, Children’s
Welfare Association of Victoria. 

Member, Looking After Children Regional
Implementation Reference Group, Eastern
Metropolitan Region, Department of Human
Services. 

Ilene Wolcott

Publications
Wolcott, I. (1997), ‘Marriage in the third age ‘,
Family Matters, no.47, Winter, pp.10-15.

Wolcott, I. (1997), ‘The influence of families in
later life’, Family Matters, no.48,
Spring/Summer, pp.20-26.

Wolcott, I. (1997), ‘The double life of the 
family: myth, hope and experience’ (book
review), in Labour and Industry, vol.8, no.2,
December, pp.121-123. 

Glezer, H. & Wolcott, I. (1997), Work and family
values, preferences and practice, Australian Family
Briefing no.4, Australian Institute of Family
Studies, Melbourne.

Wolcott, I. (1998), Families in later life: dimensions
of retirement, Working Paper no.14, Australian
Institute of Family Studies, Melbourne.

Conferences/Presentations
‘Later life workers’, Paper presented to WA
Department of Productivity and Labour
Relations Conference: Work + Family: Beyond
2000, Perth, 12 May 1998. 

‘Small business and work and family’, Paper
presented to WA Department of Productivity
and Labour Relations Conference: Work +
Family: Beyond 2000, Perth, 12 May 1998. 

Participant in Colloquium on Provision of Day
Care Services, Boroondara Council, Victoria, 29
April 1998.

‘Work and family’, Presentation to Centre for
Economic Policy Research, ANU: Child Care
and Employment Opportunities Workshop,
Canberra, 6 March 1998.

‘Work patterns and preferences across the life
course’, Paper presented to Work and Family
Unit, Department of Small Business and
Workplace Relations Seminar: Balancing Work
and Family: How Winners Make it Happen,
Sydney, 25 November 1997.

‘Small business and work and family’, Paper
presented to Roundtable Seminar on Balancing
Work and Family, Queensland Department of
Training and Industrial Relations, Brisbane, 
3 December 1997. 

External Professional Involvement
Member, Judging Panel, Australian Financial
Review/Australian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Corporate Work and Family Awards.

Member, Judging Panel, New Zealand EEO Trust
Work and Family Awards.
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International Bodies

In 1997–98, consultations took place 
with representatives of the following
international organisations or bodies:

Barnardos Child and Family Research
Centre, New Zealand, re discussion of
research, Centre for Family Policy &
Child Welfare, University of Bristol, 
U.K., re child abuse prevention-child
protection consultation; Centre for
Study of Living Standards, Ottawa,
Canada, re facets of living standards;
Children’s Issues Centre, University of
Otago (NZ), re literature concerning
Australian Family Law Reform Act;
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Shanghai; Department of Justice, Canada,
re information on the efficacy of the
Family Law Reform Act to inform
Canada’s current divorce reform; 
Family Policy Studies Centre, London, re
information on linkage between spousal
violence and Child Support reform in
Australia; Gotebory University, Sweden,
re research advice and collaboration;
Ministry of the Attorney General, Ontario,
Canada, re sought written resources 
that can assist in understanding the
Australian initiatives in family mediation;
School of Social Work, University of
Dundee, Scotland, re child abuse 
prevention-child protection consultation;
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Institute of
Education, Universiti Brunei Darussalam;
University of South Carolina, USA, re
Australian research on school/family
experiences and children’s wellbeing;
University of Minnesota, re ISA 
symposium planning; University of
Ulster, re ISA symposium planning.

National and State Bodies

Consultations between Institute staff and
representatives of various national and
State bodies included:

Australian Bureau of Statistics, Canberra,
re data analysis and the ABS-Family
Statistics Unit, re output of Family
Characteristics Survey; Australian Council
for Educational Research, re research
collaboration; Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, Canberra, re 
comments prior to publication on 
chapter in Australia’s Welfare; Australian
Housing and Urban Research Institute,
re research collaboration; Australian
Wool Board, re ALSS; Chief Justice,
Family Court of Australia, re child 
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultation; Child Protection Policy
Unit, Family Services Branch, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultation; Children’s Welfare
Association of Victoria; Commonwealth
Department of Health and Family
Services, re child abuse prevention-child
protection consultation and Social
ExChanges project; Department Health
and Family Services, re delegate at Public
Policy Forum on Children’s Health
Services 0-5 years; Department of
Employment, Education, Training and
Youth Affairs (Andrew Norton, Adviser
to Dr David Kemp re Social ExChanges
project); Department of Human Services
Victoria: Office of the Family, Protection
& Care Branch and Primary Care
Branch, re child abuse prevention-child
protection consultations; Department of
Immigration and Multicultural Affairs
(David Osborne, Angela Mikalauskas re 
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of the Institute’s involvement in the policy process.



Social ExChanges Project); Department
of Planning, South Australia re: ALSS;
Department of Social Security, Canberra
(re data analysis and Chris Foster,
Assistant Secretary, Strategic Analysis and
Evaluation Branch, Alex Dolan, Assistant
Secretary, Families & Children Branch,
Fiona Carberry and Arthur Conner,
Parenting Branch and Barry Smith,
Director, Indigenous Policy Unit, re
Social ExChanges project); Esso
Australia, re work and family across 
the life course; Family Court of Australia,
re consultation on sibling relationships
and adjustment to parental divorce 
project; Family Law Research Unit,
Griffith University, re consultation on
superannuation and property division
working paper; Family Research Centre,
University of Queensland, re consultation
on sibling relationships and adjustment
to parental divorce project; House of
Representatives, Parliament House
(Mark Latham MP (Werriwa, ALP) 
re Social ExChanges); House of
Representatives, Parliament House
(Frank Mossfield MP (Greenway, ALP)
re Housing across the Life Course 
project); Housing Branch, Department
of Social Security, re housing across the 
life course project; Illawarra Public
Health Unit, NSW, re Family Matters
negotiations; Lord Mayor of Melbourne,
re collaboration with leaders of social
and community service groups; National
Australia Bank, re Community Link
Awards; National Centre for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Statistics (NT),
re indigenous analysis of 1996 Census;
NSW Child Protection Council, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultation; NSW Department of
Health & Family Services, re supply of
data/findings; NSW Department for
Women, re supply of data/findings;
NSW Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Social Issues, re child abuse preven-
tion-child protection consultation; NSW
Parliament (Hon. Alan Corbett, MLC),
re child abuse prevention-child protec-
tion consultation; Office of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Island Services; Office
of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, re

child abuse prevention-child protection
consultation; Office of Training and
Further Education (Vic); Office for the
Status of Women, Canberra; Parliament
of Victoria (Hon. John Thwaites, 
Shadow Minister for Health), re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultation; Reach Out, re Youth
Suicide Information Project; Research
and Policy Unit, Child Support Agency,
Australian Taxation Office, re advice on
CSA research proposal; South Australian
Office for Families and Children, re the
economic costs of child maltreatment;
Women’s Action Alliance (Ms Jenny
Granger); Youth Advisory Unit, Victoria
Police, re child abuse prevention-child
protection consultation.

Universities and
Educational Bodies

Apart from the ongoing interchange 
of ideas with colleagues in research 
centres and universities, the Institute also
provided research consultancy to a 
number of Australian and international
researchers and lecturers in family 
studies and related fields. Consultations
were conducted with representatives of
the following:

Australian Catholic University, Melbourne,
re advice on Masters course content and
lecturing in masters research program;
Centre for Aboriginal Economic 
Policy Research, ANU (Dr Jon Taylor, 
Dr Will Sanders, Dr Bill Arthur, Dr Julie
Finlayson, Dr Di Smith re Social
ExChanges Project); Centre for
Adolescent Health, Melbourne
University, re Family Matters negotiations;
Centre for Child Development, Institute
of Early Childhood, Macquarie
University; Centre for Independent
Studies, Sydney (Martin Stewart-Weeks 
re Social ExChanges project); Centre for
Rural Social Research, Charles Sturt
University; Child & Family Violence
Unit, Department of Social Work &
Human Services, re child abuse preven-
tion-child protection consultations;
Deakin Centre for Education and 
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Change, Burwood, re Family Matters
negotiations; Department of Early
Childhood, Monash University, Clayton;
Department of Social Medicine,
University of Queensland Cairns
Campus, re collaboration with the 
extension of the Parenting-21 project to
include communities of the islands of
the Torres Strait; Department of Social
Work, University of Adelaide, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; Department of Sociology,
University of Canterbury, New Zealand,
re Research advice and ISA symposium
planning; Faculty of Arts & Social
Sciences, University of Western Sydney,
re child abuse prevention-child protection
consultations; Faculty of Education,
Deakin University, re Family Matters
negotiations; Faculty of Education,
Monash University, Frankston, re guest
lecture; Faculty of Health Sciences,
University of Sydney re child abuse 
prevention-child protection consulta-
tions; Graduate School of Education, 
La Trobe University, re Family Matters
negotiations; Household Research Unit,
University of Melbourne, re discussions
regarding future research plan; La Trobe
University, Albury-Wodonga Campus, 
re research collaboration; Lincoln
Gerontology Centre, La Trobe
University; Monash University, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; National Centre for Social
and Economic Modelling, (NATSEM),
Canberra University, re contract to 
supply and advise on AIFS data;
Research School of Social Sciences
(RSSS) Australian National University
(re discussions regarding future research
plan; Prof. Max Neutze re Housing
across the Life Course project; Dr
Michael Bittman re Social ExChanges
project); Rural Development Centre,
University of New England; Rural Health
Research, La Trobe University; School of
Social Work, University of NSW, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; Social Policy Research
Centre, UNSW (Prof. Peter Saunders,
Director and Dr Michael Fine re Social
ExChanges project); Sociology,

University of Melbourne, re research
advice; University of Queensland Family
Centre Social Policy and Research
Centre; University of New South Wales,
re child abuse prevention-child protection
consultations; University of Technology,
Sydney (Eva Cox and Assoc. Prof Mark
Lyons re Social ExChanges project);
Youth Research Centre, Melbourne
University, re Family Matters negotiations.

Community, Professional
and Advocacy Groups

From neighbourhood house programs
to community health and legal centres,
peak Church and welfare policy bodies
and professional bodies, there is a 
strong demand from community-based
organisations for Institute advice and
consultation. In 1997-98, these 
consultations revolved around the
changing pressures on young people
and families, including child protection
and child abuse prevention, youth suicide,
family welfare policies, work–family
issues and urban and rural services.

Representatives of the following organi-
sations engaged in consultations with the
Institute during the year:

Australians Against Child Abuse, re 
child abuse prevention-child protection
consultations; Australian Association 
of Young People in Care (AAYPIC), 
re child abuse prevention-child protection
consultations; Australian Family Research
Network, re advice on sampling and 
current AIFS research; Australian
Humanitarian Foundation, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; Brimbank (ISIS)
Community Health Service, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; Burnside, NSW, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; Child and Family Services
Committee; Community Services
Australia - Uniting Church, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; Child at Risk Unit;
Coalition for Australia’s Children, re
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child abuse prevention-child protection
consultations; Catholic Social Services,
Melbourne, re child abuse prevention-
child protection consultations;
Community Change Consultants,
Victoria, re child abuse prevention-child
protection consultations; Council for
Homeless Persons re research advice
ECPAT (End Child Prostitution
Pornography and Trafficking) Australia,
re child abuse prevention-child protection
consultations; Future Echoes SA, re child
abuse prevention-child protection 
consultations; Good Beginnings Project
re Indicators of Wellbeing; Housing
Justice Roundtable, re Housing policy
and research advice; Life Skills Australia,
re child abuse prevention-child protection
consultations; Mackieson Consulting
Victoria, re child abuse prevention-child
protection consultations; Mercy Family
Services, Brisbane, re child abuse 

prevention-child protection consultations;
Wagga Women’s Health Centre, re
Regional/Rural families; Wesley
Community Contact Centre, re housing
policy and research advice; Woden Valley
Hospital, Canberra, re child abuse 
prevention-child protection consultations;
Women’s Action Coalition, re research
advice.

Media

As part of the dissemination of family
research to a wide audience, Institute
staff provided background information
and advice for programs and feature 
stories about young people, families and
social issues to major print and electronic
media outlets throughout the year, and
participated in more specific interviews
based on Institute research.
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International
Professor Andy Dawes
Department of Psychology
University of Cape Town, South Africa

Dr Elaine Farmer
Bristol University, UK

Dr Abigail Goloumb
Israel

Professor Douglas Hooper
Newcastle University, UK

Dr Marta Korintus
Deputy Director, National Institute 
of Day Care Centres
Budapest, Hungary

Professor Silvia Lopez Larrosa
University of Santiago de Compostela,
Spain

Ms Linda Mitchell
Senior Research Officer
New Zealand Educational Institute
New Zealand

Professor Ian Pool
Professor of Demography and 
Director of the Population Studies Centre
University of Waikato, NZ

Dr Hellgard Rauh
Professor of Psychology
University of Potsdam, Germany

Ms Jackie Sanders
Director, Barnardos Child and Family
Research Centre, New Zealand

Professor Jacqui Smith
Max-Planck-Institut for Human
Development and Education
Berlin, Germany

State-based
Ms Elizabeth Bachelor
Victorian State Office 
Department of Health and Family Services

Mr Andrew Barrington
St John’s Care Force, Burwood
Dr Jane Burns
Research Officer, Centre for Adolescent
Health
University of Melbourne
Ms Robin Clark
Deakin Human Resources Australia
Mr Brian Corcoran
Victorian State Manager
Department of Health & Family Services
Ms Carol Grant
Playworks Resource Unit
Mr Peter Green
Child Protection Practice Audit
Victorian Department of Human Services
Ms Kerri-Anne Hoad
Playworks Resource Unit
Ms Catherine Howe
Victorian Department of Human
Services
Ms Sue Knight
Public Service and Merit Protection
Commission
Ms Lyn Littlefield
Director, Victorian Parenting Centre
Mr Steve Martin
Coordinator, Stepfamilies Association of
Victoria
Ms Anne Rahilly
Media and Communications Officer,
Royal Children’s Hospital
Ms Ann Robinson
Victorian Department of Human
Services

Mr Robert Ross
Child Protection Practice Audit
Victorian Department of Human
Services

Ms Delys Sargent
Australian Coalition ‘99
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Institute Visitors
The Institute encourages academic and other Visiting Fellows as a means of 
exchanging ideas.



Ms Lorraine Shatin
Director of Court Counselling Victoria
Melbourne Registry
Family Court of Australia

Interstate 

Professor Jon Altman
Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy
Australian National University, Canberra

Dr Laurel Bornholt
University of Sydney

Professor John Dewar
Director Family Law Research Unit
Faculty of Law, Griffith University

Mr Alex Dolan
Assistant Secretary
Families and Children Branch
Department of Social Security

Mr Béla Fazekas
Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of
Hungary, Canberra

Ms Vivien Hazel
SA Office for Families and Children

Mr Jim Howe
De Lissa Institute, South Australia

Ms Cheryl Keele
Youth Bureau, Department of
Employment, Education, Training and
Youth Affairs, Canberra

Mr David Marcus
Department of Health and Family
Services, Canberra

Mr Greg Naughton
Research Officer
Social Policy Division
Department of Prime Minister and
Cabinet

Dr Janet Patford
Department of Social Work, University of
Tasmania

Dr Wayne Sanderson
Lifeline
Fortitude Valley, Queensland

Professor Mary Sheehan
Head of School of Social Sciences, 
Queensland University of Technology

Professor Peter Sheehan
Deputy Vice-Chancellor-Research, 
University of Queensland

Mr Sven Silburn
Institute for Child Health Research, WA

Alison Stanford
Director, Family Policy Section
Department of Health and Family Services
Canberra

Ms Melissa Stutsel
Research Officer
Social Policy Division
Department of Prime Minister and
Cabinet

Ms Margaret Sutherland
Adviser to the Minister for Family
Services, Canberra

Ms Denise Swift
Department of Health & Family Services,
Canberra

Mr Andrew Tongue
Office for the Aged
Department of Health and Family
Services, Canberra

Ms Barbara Wellesley
National Project Director, ‘Good
Beginnings’, National Parenting Project,
Sydney, NSW

Karen Wilson
Director, Families Policy Section
Department of Social Security

Dr Steve Zubrick
Institute for Child Health Research, WA
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AIFS Seminar Series

3 June 1998
Non-resident fathers and children’s wellbeing
Professor Paul Amato
Sociology Department
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, USA

27 May 1998
Should the child have a legal right to services?
The child’s legal position within child welfare
Professor Gudrun Holgersen
Faculty of Law
University of Bergen, Norway

6 May 1998
Supporting children, youth and families in
socially toxic environments
Dr James Garbarino
Director, Family Life Development
Centre and 
Professor of Human Development and
Family Studies
Cornell University, New York State, USA

16 February 1998
Long term longitudinal study of the outcomes
of child care for Swedish children
Professor Bengt-Erik Andersson
Department of Child and Youth Studies
Stockholm Institute of Education, Sweden

30 September 1997
Child Care Policies in Hungary
Dr Marta Korintus
Deputy Director
Hungarian National Day Care Institute,
Hungary

22 August 1997
Family changes and the policy debate in 
New Zealand
Professor Ian Pool
Professor of Demography and
Director of Population Studies Centre
University of Waikato, New Zealand

17th July 1997
Berliner Wunderkinder (The impact of the fall
of the Berlin wall and the unification of the
country on the lives of young children and
their families)
Professor Hellgard Rauh
Professor of Psychology
University of Potsdam, Germany
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Institute Seminars
The Institute hosts a series of seminars designed to provide a forum for Australian and
international research on contemporary family research and policy issues.
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL AUDIT OFFICE
INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT

To the Minister for Family Services

Scope

I have audited the financial statements of the Australian Institute of Family
Studies (the Institute) for the year ended 30 June 1998. The statements 
comprise:

• Certificate by the Executive Officers;

• Operating Statement;

• Statement of Assets and Liabilities;

• Statement of Cash Flows

• Schedule of Commitments;

• Schedule of Contingencies; and

• Notes to and forming part of the Financial Statements.

The Board of Management of the Institute are responsible for the preparation
and presentation of the financial statements and the information they contain. 
I have conducted an independent audit of the financial statements in order to
express an opinion on them to you, the Minister for Family Services.

The audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian National Audit
Office Auditing Standards, which incorporate the Australian Auditing 
Standards, to provide reasonable assurance as to whether the financial statements
are free of material misstatement. Audit procedures included examination, on a
test basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the 
financial statements, and the evaluation of accounting policies and significant
accounting estimates. These procedures have been undertaken to form an 
opinion whether, in all material respects, the financial statements are presented
fairly in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards, other mandatory 
professional reporting requirements (Urgent Issues Group Consensus Views) 
and statutory requirements, so as to present a view which is consistent with my
understanding of the Institute’s financial position, the results of its operations
and its cash flows.

The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis.

Audit Opinion

In my opinion,

(i) the financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Guidelines 
for Financial Statements of Commonwealth Authorities, and
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(ii) the financial statements give a true and fair view, in accordance with 
applicable Accounting Standards, other mandatory professional reporting 
requirements, and the Guidelines for Financial Statements of 
Commonwealth Authorities, of the financial position of the Australian 
Institute of Family Studies as at 30 June 1988 and the results of its operations 
and its cash flows for the year then ended.

Australian National Audit Office

B.A. Kaufmann
Executive Director
Delegate of the Auditor-General

Melbourne
10 September 1998
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Financial Statements for the Year Ended 30 June 1998

Certificate by the Executive Officers of the Australian Institute of Family Studies

In our opinion the accounts for the Australian Institute of Family Studies are drawn
up so as to give a true and fair view of:

• the state of affairs at 30 June 1998 of the Australian Institute of Family Studies;

• the operating result for the year ended on that date of the Australian Institute of 
Family Studies, and

• the cash flow statement for the year ended on that date of the Institute.

At the date of this statement there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Australian
Institute of Family Studies will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

The accompanying accounts of the Australian Institute of Family Studies have been
made out in accordance with the Guidelines for Financial Statements of Commonwealth
Authorities which require compliance with applicable accounting standards and other
mandatory professional reporting requirements.

On behalf of the Institute,

Mr John Shelton
Acting Director
Australian Institute of Family Studies

Dame Margaret Guilfoyle
Presiding Member
Board of Management
Australian Institute of Family Studies

10 September 1998



Operating Statement for the Year Ended 30 June 1998

1998 1997
COST OF SERVICES Note $ $
Operating expenses
Salaries and employee expenses (5a) 1,963,710 2,033,604
Specialist assistance 258,268 245,130
Long service leave 33,399 81,260
Recreation leave 147,133 183,120
Employer’s superannuation contribution 250,934 248,524
Travel expenses and allowances (5b) 129,022 148,211
Office requisites and services 43,107 44,465
Postage and telecommunications 67,610 106,025
Building services 344,420 301,385
Library 120,814 85,112
Publishing 83,190 53,899
Cost of publications sold 73,164 76,642
Dissemination 73,967 128,149
Consultants 221,652 111,072
Incidental and other expenditure 82,830 77,730
Interest on commonwealth loan - 3,500
Equipment and maintenance 71,603 79,474
Depreciation (5c) 153,261 117,475
Write down of Assets (5d) 54,510 35,348
Loss on disposal of fixed assets (5e) 17,471 16,864

Total operating expenses 4,190,065 4,176,989

Operating revenues from independent sources 
Contracts (4) 511,008 654,524
Sale of publications 148,098 194,197
Royalties 36,972 52,843
Bank interest (7a) 48,399 52,599
Conference registrations - 71,657
Sponsorship - 20,000
Consultancy fees 8,234 4,265
Cost recovery and other (7b) 92,635 45,489

Total operating revenues from independent sources 845,346 1,095,574

Net cost of services 3,344,719 3,081,415

REVENUE FROM GOVERNMENT
Parliamentary appropriation (2) 3,239,874 3,291,000

Surplus (deficit) of revenues from government
over net cost of services (104,845) 209,585

Accumulated surplus (deficit) at beginning of 
reporting period 175,123 (34,462)

Accumulated surplus (deficit) at end of 
reporting period (10) 70,278 175,123

The accompanying Notes form an integral part of these Statements. 
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 30 June 1998

1998 1997
Note $ $

DEBT
Overdraft (12a) 11,706 34,655

Total debt 11,706 34,655

PROVISIONS AND PAYABLES
Employees (11a) 657,969 671,260
Suppliers (11b) 101,525 64,489
Other (1i) 56,411 58,707

Total provisions and payables 815,905 794,456

Total Liabilities 827,611 829,111

EQUITY
Capital (10) 613,295 613,295
Accumulated surplus (deficit) (10) 70,278 175,123

Total Equity 683,573 788,418

Total liabilities and equity 1,511,184 1,617,529 

FINANCIAL ASSETS
Cash (8a) 120,096 347,486
Receivables (8b) 940,505 641,408

Total financial assets 1,060,601 988,894

NON-FINANCIAL ASSETS
Inventories (9a) 32,324 47,569
Infrastructure, Plant & Equipment (9b) 357,417 527,713
Other (9c) 60,842 53,353

Total non-financial assets 450,583 628,635

Total assets 1,511,184 1,617,529

Current liabilities 438,218 407,195
Non-current liabilities 389,393 421,916
Current assets 1,145,686 1,077,923
Non-current assets 365,498 539,606

The accompanying Notes form an integral part of these Statements.
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Statement of Cash Flows for the Year Ended 30 June 1998

1998 1997
Note $ $

OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Cash received
Appropriations 3,239,874 3,291,000
Sales of goods and services 594,301 813,878
Interest and bill discounts 49,664 55,597
Other 128,421 187,610

Total cash received 4,012,260 4,348,085

Cash used
Employees (2,668,791) (2,692,077)
Suppliers (1,277,476) (1,297,814)

Total cash used (3,946,267) (3,989,891)

Net cash from operating activities (3) 65,993 358,194

INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Cash received
Proceeds from sale of plant & equipment 6,300 14,194
Bills of Exchange - 88,904

Total cash received 6,300 103,098

Cash Used
Payments for plant and equipment (42,701) (181,848)
Bills of Exchange (234,033) -

Total cash used (276,734) (181,848)

Net cash from investing activities (270,434) (78,750)

FINANCING ACTIVITIES
Cash used
Commonwealth Loan Repayment - (34,500)

Total cash used - (34,500)

Net cash from financing activities - (34,500)

Net increase (decrease) in cash held (204,441) 244,944

Cash at 1 July 312,831 67,887

Cash at 30 June (8a) (12b) 108,390 312,831

The accompanying Notes form an integral part of these Statements. 
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Schedule of Commitments for the Year Ended 30 June 1998

1998 1997
Note $ $

CAPITAL COMMITMENTS
Infrastructure plant and equipment 22,406 -

Total capital commitments 22,406 -

OTHER COMMITMENTS
Operating leases 2,181,400 2,679,573
Project commitments 952,601 679,153
Other commitments 2,083 7,010

Total other commitments 3,136,084 3,365,736

Total commitments payable 3,158,490 3,365,736

Commitments receivable
Project commitments (1,288,285) (683,597)

Total commitments receivable (1,288,285) (683,597)

Net commitments 1,870,205 2,682,139

BY MATURITY
One year or less 200,457 303,194
From one to two years 119,224 275,978
From two to five years 627,624 797,534
Over five years 922,900 1,305,433

Net commitments 1,870,205 2,682,139

Notes to Schedule of Commitments

The Institute has a ten year tenancy agreement at 300 Queen Street Melbourne with
the Commonwealth, effective from 1 March 1997, at a current rate of $20,975 per
month ($251,700 per annum). The next market based rent assessment is due on 
1 March 1999.

Project commitments receivable are based on known commitments for contracted
research funds, ie amount specified in contract agreement. Project commitments
payable are based on budget and costed estimates of expenditure by AIFS in relation
to the contracted projects. The costings budgets form the basis of determining the
contract revenue for projects, and represent the funds that the Institute needs to 
commit to complete the project.
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Schedule of Contingencies for Year Ended 30 June 1998

1998 1997

Note $ $

Contingent Losses - -

Contingent Gains - -

Net contingencies - -

Notes to Schedule of Contingencies

Remote Contingency
The Institute as part of its Agency Agreement, which is yet to be certified, has offered a
one off payment to staff amounting to $42,000. This offer is still considered to be at
the proposal stage. 
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Notes to and Forming Part of the Financial Statements for
the Year Ended 30 June 1998

1. Statement of Accounting Policies
The Institute’s Financial Statements are a general purpose financial report. They 
have been prepared in accordance with the Guidelines on Financial Statements of
Commonwealth Authorities issued by the Minister for Finance and Administration
which require compliance with, applicable Australian Accounting Standards,
Accounting Guidance Releases and other mandatory professional reporting require-
ments (including consensus views of the Urgent Issues Group). They also have regard
to the Statements of Accounting Concepts.
The major policy impacts on the Financial Statements for 1997/98 are the implemen-
tation of the Australian Accounting Standard AAS 33 dealing with reporting and 
disclosure of Financial Instruments, and the progressive implementation of the 
deprival method of valuing Property Plant and Equipment as commenced in 1996/97. 
The financial statements have been prepared on an accrual basis, are in accordance
with historical cost convention except for certain assets which as noted are at valuation.
Except where stated no allowance is made for the effect of changing prices on the
results or financial position. In particular the following accounting policies have been
consistently applied:–

(a) Infrastructure Plant and Equipment:
(i) taken over upon incorporation of the Institute have been stated at their book

value as at 24 June 1986;
(ii) acquired during the year at cost, and in the first 12 months of their use this

represents their value under the deprival method;
(iii) depreciation has been provided in order to write down assets to their realisable

value over the term of their expected useful lives. The useful life of computer
equipment is normally in the range of three to five years, however this is
reviewed annually. The following rates have been applied in most cases for
1997/98:–

Computer hardware – 20% straight line method
Computer software –33% straight line method
Office Equipment – 10% straight line method
Office furniture – 7.5% straight line method

(iv) all assets with a cost of less than $1,000 are expensed in the year of acquisition,
except where they form a group of similar items which are significant in total.

(v) In accordance with the change in the useful life definition under AAS 4
“Depreciation”, the useful life of a number of assets, particularly computer
equipment, has been altered (increased) since 1996/97 resulting in adjustments
to depreciation of $18,062 in the 1996/97. In 1997/98 the increase in the
useful lives of some assets will result in future adjustments to the depreciation
calculations of these assets, but result in no adjustments in the current period.

(vi) The Guidelines require that Property, Plant and Equipment be progressively
revalued in accordance with the deprival method of valuation (as set out in
the Guidelines on Accounting Policy for Valuation of Assets of Government
Enterprises) by 1 July 1999 and thereafter be revalued progressively on that
basis every three years.

The Institute is implementing its progressive valuations on the following basis:

• Computer and office equipment and software, which represent more than half of
the value of the Institute’s non current assets, are initially being revalued over the
financial years 1997/98 and 1998/99. The majority of the revaluation has been



completed for inclusion in the 1997/98 Financial Statements. Other assets com-
prising Infrastructure and Leasehold Improvments will initially be revalued during
the 1998/99 financial year.

• The application of the deprival method has resulted in the valuation of computer
equipment at its current market buying price. Very few assets in this category were
recognised as not being replaced or surplus to requirements at 30 June 1998, with
the impact on valuation not of a material nature. The valuation of computer assets
has resulted in a revaluation decrement or asset write off amounting to $47,292.

• The valuations performed during 1997/98 were conducted internally, and utilised
pricing information on assets from reliable sources and suppliers used previously
by the Institute.

(b) Stock
Stock is valued at the lower of cost or net realisable value (refer also to Note 9a).

(c) Liability for Employee Entitlements
The liability for employee entitlements encompasses provisions for annual leave
and long service leave. No provision has been made for sick leave as all sick leave
is non vesting and the average sick leave taken by employees is less than the 
annual entitlement for sick leave.

Liability for long service leave has been calculated at the net present value of 
estimated future cash outflows for long service leave. In determining the present
value of the liability, attrition rates and pay increases through promotion and 
inflation have been taken into account. Long service leave entitlements 
amounting to $48,809 were paid during the year ($42,642 in 1996/97). The
apportionment of liability between current and non-current is based on expected
payments as compared to legal liability. 

The provision for annual leave reflects the value of total annual leave entitlements
of all employees at 30 June 1998 and recognised at its nominal value.

(d) Cash 
For the purposes of the Statement of Cash Flows cash includes deposits at call
which are readily convertible to cash and which are used in the cash management
function on a day to day basis.

(e) Taxation
The Institute is exempt from all forms of taxation except fringe benefits tax.

(f) Insurance
The Institute, as an organisation subject to the Commonwealth Authorities and
Companies Act, is expected to join the Commonwealth Government’s new man-
aged insurance fund, Comcover, from 1 October 1998.

(g) Leases
Lease payments for operating leases are charged as expenses in the periods in
which they are incurred. 

(h) Bad and Doubtful Debts
Bad debts are written off during the year in which they are identified. A provision
is raised for doubtful debts, if considered necessary, based on a review of all 
outstanding accounts at year end. 

(i) Other (Unexpended Advances)
Unexpended advances refer to annual magazine subscriptions for Family Matters,
comprising the issue of three publications per calendar year. They are brought to
account over the subscription period.
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(j) Comparative Figures
Where necessary, comparative figures have been adjusted to conform with
changes in presentation for the current financial year.

(k) Financial Instruments
Accounting policies in relation to financial instruments are dislcosed in Note 17. 

(l) Economic Dependancy
The Institute is dependant on appropriations from Parliament to carry out its nor-
mal activities.

2. Parliamentary Appropriations
During the period the following appropriations were received:–

1998 1997
$ $

Appropriation Act (No. 1) 3,239,874 3,291,000

Total 3,239,874 3,291,000

3. Cashflow Reconciliation
Reconciliation of net cash flows from operating
activities to Net Cost of Services

Net Cost of Services (3,344,719) (3,081,415)
Revenues fom Government 3,239,874 3,291,000
Decrease (Increase) in inventory 15,245 7,070
Decrease (Increase) in receivables (61,407) (37,762)
Decrease (Increase) in other assets (16,745) (5,637)
Increase (Decrease) in liability to suppliers 31,216 (16,612)
Increase (Decrease) in employee liabilities (15,495) 67,211
Loss on sale of equipment 17,471 16,864
Depreciation 153,261 117,475
Revaluation adjustment 47,292 _

Net cash used by operating activities 65,993 358,194

Reconciliation of Cash
Cash (8a) 120,096 347,486
Overdraft (12a) (11,706) (34,665)

Total 108,390 312,831

4. Contract Revenue
The Institute undertakes some research and dissemination of information on a 
contract basis which contributes to meeting its stated objectives. During this year 
revenue to the value of $511,008 (1997 $654,524) was earned. The funding auspice,
amounts and projects were as follows:–

Brimbank Community Health Service (Brimbank Family Outreach), Nil (1997
$10,014). The project comprises the evaluation of the Brimbank Family Outreach
Service, and also program evaluation of the Outreach Service Consultancy. Currently
finishing the data analysis and commencing the draft of the final report. Further and
final payments are not due until completion of the report.

Department of Community Services (NSW Child Protection Council), $10,351 (1997
Nil). A study for the NSW Child Protection Council comprising the production of a
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Literature Review Report and Audit Report. Both reports were completed during
1997/98. 

Department of Health and Family Services (National Child Protection Clearing
House), $150,000 (1997 $150,000). A new contract extended for a further three years,
for AIFS to resource and facilitiate a network of people and organisations concerned
with child abuse prevention.

Department of Health and Family Services (AOATSIHS Parenting), $49,000 (1997
$77,000). A study of parenting and child rearing among remote indigenous Australian
communities. Modification of research instruments for the project is currently 
proceeding, with all field work to be completed during 1998, and some remaining
writing to be completed in 1999.

Department of Health and Family Services (Youth Suicide Prevention Communications),
$178,436 (1997 $121,875). This is a two year contract running to June 1999 which will
develop a national stocktake of information on youth suicide to facilitate communications.
The first National Stocktake publication has been produced, and work is proceeding
on the first briefing paper, as well as the evaluation phase of the project. A number of
other initiatives and publications are planned during 1998/99.

Department of Health and Family Services (QIAS Survey), $10,000 (1997 Nil). 
A phone in survey, over a two week period, from various child care agencies around
Australia for the Commonwealth Child Care Advisory Council.

Department of Human Services (FANL & ECO Project), $43,221 (1997 $10,000). 
A Project to evaluate Family and Neighbourhood Links Demonstration projects and
Enhanced Client Outcomes Pilot projects. Two progress reports have been completed,
with the ECO and FANL final reports and possible follow up report remaining to be
completed.

Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet (Extension of Australian Divorce Transition
Project ADTP), $15,000 (1997 Nil). A project, commenced during 1997/98 and soon
to finish, to conduct a telephone survey and inquiry into the possible connection
between the existence of violence in a relationship and economic outcomes for
women post separation or divorce.

Department of Social Security (Carers Survey Project), $20,000 (1997 Nil). A project
to conduct a survey of carers caring for family members or friends who have a disability
or chronic medical condition. The project has just commenced with $20,000 paid on
execution of contract, and remainder paid on completion of main survey and final
report. 

Rotary Health Research Fund (Looking After Children), $35,000 (1997 $17,500).
AIFS was awarded a grant in 1997 to carry out an independant evaluation of the 
effectiveness of a pilot scheme looking at children in public care. A further grant of
$35,000 was provided to extend the project to 31 December 1998. At 30 June 1998 
the second and final wave of data collection was near completion.
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5. Goods and services expenses 1998 1997
$ $

(a) Employee Expenses
Basic Remuneration for services provided 2,594,356 2,726,046
Separation and Redundancy Payments - 15,425

Total Remuneration 2,594,356 2,741,471

Other 59,088 50,167

Total employee expenses 2,653,444 2,791,638

(b) Suppliers Expenses
Supply of goods and services 1,059,679 1,000,544
Operating lease rentals 251,700 215,120

Total suppliers expenses 1,311,379 1,215,664

(c) Depreciation and Amortisation
Depreciation of infrastructure, plant 
and equipment 153,261 117,475

(d) Write down of assets
Non Financial Assets
Inventory written off 7,218 35,348
Computer and Office Equipment 47,292 -

Total write down of assets 54,510 35,348

(e) Net losses from sale of non financial assets
Loss on disposal and write off of infrastructure 
and computer equipment. 17,471 16,864

Total operating expenses 4,190,065 4,176,989

6. Employer’s Superannuation Contribution
The Institute contributes to the Commonwealth Superannuation Scheme (CSS) for
those employees who chose to stay in the CSS on the commencement of the Public
Sector Superannuation Scheme (PSS) on 1 July 1990. The Institute also contributes to
the PSS for those staff who transferred from the CSS and all eligible staff who joined
the Institute after the PSS commencement date.

The Institute’s present contribution as employer to the CSS is 26.6% of salary and
11.5% of salary in respect of the PSS. In 1997/98 $250,934 (1996/97 $248,524) was
paid by the Institute.

7. Operating Revenue from Independant Sources
1998 1997

$ $
(a) Interest

Deposits 16,096 15,000
Bank Bills of Exchange 32,303 37,599

Total interest 48,399 52,599

(b) Other
Sales of goods and services 704,312 997,486
Cost recovery and other 92,635 45,489

Total other 796,947 1,042,975

Total operating revenue from independant sources 845,346 1,095,574

Financial Statements

98 Australian Institute of Family Studies 1997–1998 Annual Report



Cost recovery and other revenue represents revenue from a variety of individual
sources including recovery of photocopying costs and reimbursements of fares for
Institute staff undertaking speaking engagements interstate. In 1997/98 there was also
reimbursement of employee costs from Comcare of $55,107 (1996/97 $21,412)

8. Financial Assets
1998 1997

(a) Cash $ $  
Cash at Bank 120,006 347,271
Petty Cash 89 215

Total 120,095 347,486

(b) Receivables
During the year bad and doubtful debts of $381, (1996/97 $351), were written off. No
provision has been established for doubtful debts given the continuing low levels of
debtors that need to be written off.

• Receivables classified by Age:
1998 1997

$ $
Less than 30 days 167,738 100,626
30 to 60 days 771,554 540,212
More than 60 days 1,213 570

Total 940,505 641,408

• Receivables classified by Category
Trade Debtors 136,311 75,094
Other Debtors 32,892 29,045
Bank Bills of Exchange 771,302 537,269

Total 940,505 641,408

9. Non-financial assets
(a) Inventories
Most Institute publications are sold. A program of disposal of obsolete publications
was commenced in 1996, and has continued on an annual basis. A Provision for Stock
Obsolescence of $34,932 (1996/97 $28,516) takes account of slow turnover in 
particular publications which have not been disposed of at this stage.

1998 1997
$ $

Inventory 67,256 76,085
Less provision for stock obsolescence 34,932 28,516

Total 32,324 47,569

Current Inventory 24,243 35,676
Non Current Inventory 8,081 11,893
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(b) Infrastructure Plant & Equipment
Summary by category:–

At Cost/Valuation Depreciation Net Book Value

1998 1997 1998 1997 1998 1997
Infrastructure and $ $ $ $ $ $

office equip. 330,146 323,773 157,460 136,445 172,686 187,328
Computer equip.

and software 498,003 652,702 313,272 312,317 184,731 340,385

Total 828,149 976,475 470,732 448,762 357,417 527,713

Movement Summary:– Infrastructure Computers Total
Gross Value 1 July 1997 323,773 652,702 976,475
Additions 18,532 29,736 48,268
Disposals (10,800) (87,666) (98,466)
Revaluation write off (1,359) (96,769) (98,128)
Gross Value 30 June 1998 330,146 498,003 828,149

Accumulated Depreciation 1 July 1997 136,445 312,317 448,762
Annual Depreciation charges 26,348 126,913 153,261
Adjustment for Disposals (4,530) (75,925) (80,455)
Adjustment for Revaluation (803) (50,033) (50,836)
Accumulated Depreciation 30 June 1998 157,460 313,272 470,732

Net Book Value 30 June 1998 172,686 184,731 357,417
Net Book Value 1 July 1997 187,328 340,385 527,713

(c) Other Non-Financial Assets 1998 1997
$ $

Prepayments 60,842 53,353

10. Equity
Capital Accumulated Total

Results Equity

Balance 1 July 1997 613,295 175,123 788,418
Surplus /(Deficit) - (104,845) (104,845)
Balance 30 June 1998 613,295 70,278 683,573

11. Provisions and payables
1998 1997

(a) Liabilities to Employees $ $
Salaries and wages 53,594 25,309
Superannuation 4,475 1,346
Annual Leave 202,999 231,934
Long Service Leave 393,333 408,743
Other 3,568 3,928

Total liabilities to employees 657,969 671,260

(b) Liabilities to Suppliers 1998 1997
$ $

Trade creditors 101,525 64,489
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12. Debt
1998 1997

$ $
(a) Cash

Bank overdraft 11,706 34,655

13. Leave Provisions
1998 1997

$ $
Current

Provision for recreation leave 131,939 168,761
Provision for long service leave 75,000 50,000

Total 206,939 218,761

Non-Current
Provision for recreation leave 71,060 63,173
Provision for long service leave 318,333 358,743

Total 389,393 421,916

14. Auditors’ Remuneration
The Australian National Audit Office provides audit services to the Institute with the
fee for the current year estimated at $18,000 (1996/97 $18,500). No other fee based
services were provided by Australian National Audit Office.

15. Remuneration of Board of Management
Payments of $170,372 (1996/97 $161,259) were made for Board of Management
remuneration and superannuation and comprise; the Director and Acting Director’s
salary, superannuation and allowances of $159,618 (1996/97 $149,765), travel
allowances for Board members $4,019 (1996/97 $5,060), superannuation payments
for Board members Nil (1996/97 $36) and per diem fees for Board members $6,735
(1996/97 $6,398).

The number of directors of the Institute included in the above figures are shown in
the following remuneration band.

Numbers
1998 1997

$Nil - $10,000 7 7
$140,000 - $150,000 - 1
$150,001 - $160,000 1 -

Total 8 8

The Director of the Institute is appointed as a full time chief executive officer of the
Institute, as well as a member of the Board of Management. This officer is the only
one to receive remuneration in excess of $100,000 per annum.

16. Related Parties

The Board of Management of the Australian Institute of Family Studies, during the
year, comprised:

Ms Ann Sherry, Presiding Member. Retired May 1998.
Dame Margaret Guilfoyle. Reappointed May 1998 and Presiding Member from May 1998.
Professor Robert Gregory, Deputy Presiding Member.
Mrs Susan Bastick. Appointed February 1998.
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Dr Sarah Kennedy. Appointed February 1998
Ms Adele Horin
Dr Harry McGurk, Director. Deceased April 1998
Mr John Shelton, Acting Director from April 1998
Information in relation to remuneration of Board of Management is disclosed in Note 16.

There were no other related party transactions.

17. Financial Instruments
(a) Terms, conditions and accounting policies
Financial Instrument
Financial Assets

Deposits at call (Note 8a)
Accounting Policies and Methods - Deposits are recognised at their nominal
amounts. Interest is credited to revenue as it accrues.
Nature of underlying instrument - Temporarily surplus funds, mainly from
monthly drawdowns of appropriation are placed on deposit with the
Institute’s banker. Interest is earned on the daily balance at the prevailing
daily rate for the money on call and paid monthly. 

Bills of Exchange (Note 8b)
Accounting Policies and Methods - Bills are carried at the amount of their
intial proceeds plus accrued interest.
Nature of underlying instrument - Bills are issued at discount reflecting 
market yields. They have an average term to maturity of 31 days with effective
interest rates ranging from 4.55% to 5.1%.

Receivables for Goods and Services (Note 8b)
And Other Debtors
Accounting Policies and Methods - Recognised at their nominal amounts less
any provision for bad and doubtful debts. Provisions are made when collec-
tion of the debt is judged to be less rather than more likely.
Nature of underlying instrument - Credit terms are 21 days.

Financial Liabilities

Bank Overdraft (Note 12a)
Accounting Policies and Methods - Recoginised at their principal amounts.
Interest is charged as it accrues.
Nature of underlying instrument - Temporary situation that although techni-
cally an overdraft does not result in charging of interest.

Trade and Other Creditors (Notes 11a and 11b)
Accounting Policies and Methods - Creditors and accruals are recognised at
their nominal amounts, being the amounts that the liabilities will be settled.
Liabilities are recognised to the extent that the goods and services have been
received (and irrespective of having been invoiced).
Nature of underlying instrument - Settlement is usually made net 30 days.



(b) Interest Rate Risk

Financial Instrument

Financial Assets

Deposits at Call (Note 8a) 1997/98 1996/97
Floating Interest Rate - -
Fixed Interest Rate (1 Year or less) 120,006 347,272
Non Interest Bearing 89 214

Total 120,095 347,486

Weighted Average Effective Interest Rate 3.83% 2.92%

Bills of Exchange (Note 8b) 1997/98 1996/97
Floating Interest Rate - -
Fixed Interest Rate (1 Year or less) 771,302 537,269
Non Interest Bearing -

Total 771,302 537,269

Weighted Average Effective Interest Rate 4.73% 6.25%

Receivables for Goods and Services (Note 8b) 1997/98 1996/97
Floating Interest Rate -
Fixed Interest Rate -
Non Interest Bearing 169,203 104,139

Total 169,203 104,139

Weighted Average Effective Interest Rate n/a n/a

Financial Liabilities

Bank Overdraft (Note 12a) 1997/98 1996/97
Floating Interest Rate - -
Fixed Interest Rate - -
Non Interest Bearing 11,706 34,655

Total 11,706 34,655

Weighted Average Effective Interest Rate n/a n/a

Trade and Other Creditors (Notes 11a and 11b) 1997/98 1996/97
Floating Interest Rate - -
Fixed Interest Rate - -
Non Interest Bearing 163,162 95,072

Total 163,162 95,072

Weighted Average Effective Interest Rate n/a n/a
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(c) Net Fair Values of Financial Assets and Liabilities

1997/98 1996/97
Financial Assets Note Total Aggregate Total Aggregate

Carrying Net Fair Carrying Net Fair
Amount Value Amount Value

Deposits at Call 8a 120,096 120,096 347,486 347,486
Bills of Exchange 8b 771,302 771,302 537,269 537,269
Receivables of Goods and Services 8b 169,203 169,203 104,139 104,139

Total Financial Assets 1,060,601 1,060,061 988,894 988,894

Financial Liabilities (Recognised)

Bank Overdraft 12a 11,706 11,706 34,655 34,655
Trade and Other Creditors 11a, 11b 163,162 163,162 95,072 95,072

Total Financial Liabilities 174,868 174,868 129,727 129,727
(Recognised)
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Additional Financial Information
Research Development Account
The Institute continues to maintain separate accounts for research studies conducted
on a contract basis. Contracts treated in this manner from 1992/93 onwards are 
specified below. All external project revenue is paid into the account with all relevant
project expenditure, excluding employee expenses paid out of appropriation, 
disbursed from this account.

The following research studies were added to the Research Development Account
during 1997/98. The overall figures represent the ongoing and cummulative income
and expenditure of all studies, where the funds still form part of the account at 30
June 1998. Contract revenue received into the account, for studies completed prior to
30 June 1997, is reported as an aggregate figure carried over into 1997/98. From
1996/97 actual Institute monies are not separated physically into the two accounts, 
so as to consolidate banking practices.

Funds amounting to $50,000 were paid out of the Research Development Account,
(1996/97 $205,000), to support research work that has no direct external source of
funding.

(a) Revenue 1998 1997
$ $ 

Carers DSS CATI Survey 20,000 –
Brimbank Family Outreach Consultancy - 10,014
Department of Health & Family Services, 

Parenting Extension 49,000 77,000
Department of Health & Family Services, 

Quality Care Survey 10,000 –
Department of Health & Family Services, 
Youth Suicide Prevention 178,436 121,875
Department of Human Services, FANL & ECO 43,221 10,000
Department of Prime Minister & 

Cabinet, Divorce Transitions 15,000
NSW Child Protection Council, 

Child Abuse Prevention 10,351 –
Rotary, Looking After Children 35,000 17,500
Revenue from other studies prior to 30 June 1997 – 1,123,304
Other contract revenue – –
Contract revenue from beginning of reporting period 1,359,693 –

Total Research Development Revenue 1,720,701 1,359,693

(b) Expenditure
Contract salaries 396,911 220,231
Travel expenses and allowances 26,265 13,375
Office requisites and services 5,214 5,214
Postage and telecommunications 60,688 50,993
Building services 8,318 8,318
Library/data 5,595 5,595
Publishing 95,610 64,738
Dissemination 35,292 13,638
Consultants 225,816 104,124
Incidental and other expenditure 11,648 5,876
Equipment and maintenance 27,603 26,165
Transfer from Research Development 255,000 205,000

Total Research Development Expenditure 1,153,960 723,267
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Childwatch International    36, 51

Clearing House  see National Child
Protection Clearing House and National
Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy

Commonwealth Authorities and Companies 
Act 1997 v, 58

consultations    24

international    75

national and state    75-76

universities and other educational bodies
76-77

community, professional and advocacy
groups    77

Index



Index

Australian Institute of Family Studies 1997–1998 Annual Report 109

Community and Public Sector Union
(CPSU)  see union
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see also information technology services
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Healthy Retirement Project  
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Institute Consultative Committee    3, 60
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