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In promoting an aged care policy that
relies on adult children providing support
and care for elderly parents due attention
must be given to the fact that demographic
changes mean that such carers will not nec-
essarily be available and, even if available,
they may not see it as their responsibility
to provide the level of care required. 

The limits to which adults are able and
willing to care, and the extent to which
older people believe this care and support
is appropriate, must be fully understood
and factored into policy formulation and
the level of service provision. 

Further research is required to identify
the conditions under which adults and
older people believe it is appropriate for
families to provide care and support to
elderly family members, and to investigate
ways in which this type of family support
for the elderly can be assisted. We must
understand the values people hold about
family responsibilities for elder care and
support. Without this understanding there
is a danger of formulating policies that fail
to win over the support and cooperation
of those affected by them.
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The inaugural seminar and workshop to
establish an Asia Pacific Regional Group on
Families and Relationships was held in
Hong Kong on 31 July 1996 as part of the
27th International Council on Social Wel-
fare (ICSW) Conference.

The Australian International Steering
Group on Families and Relationships estab-
lished by the three peak organisations in
the Family Services Program (Relationships
Australia, Family Services Australia, and
Centacare) and the Legal Aid and Family
Services Division of the Attorney-General’s
Department had developed the proposal to
the stage where it could be presented to
interested organisations and individuals at
the workshop/seminar. This was done in
cooperation with interested groups within
Australia, including the Australian Institute
of Family Studies, and with representatives
from several countries in the region.

The first session of the workshop was
a mini conference with papers given by
Professor Jamilah Ariffin of Malaysia, the
Australian Group, and the Secretariat of
Aboriginal Islander Child Care (SNAICC). 

In the second session information was
given on ICSW, the International Union of
Family Organisations and its Commission
on Marriage and Interpersonal Relations,
and the regional body of the UN, the Eco-
nomic and Social Commission of Asia and
the Pacific.

The proposal to establish the Asia Pacific
Group on Families and Relationships was
put to the meeting and unanimously sup-
ported. This means that there is a mandate
to move ahead with the establishment of
the Regional Group with the following
objectives which have been adopted as ini-
tial guidelines:

• to promote policy, service and profes-
sional development in the families and
relationships field;

• to aid development of services for fam-
ilies and relationships within the region;

• to foster an exchange of learning across
cultures, share professional practices
and expand professional development
and training opportunities for mutual
benefit;

• to encourage international interest in the
specific family and relationship needs of
the region;

• to represent the interests of the Asia
Pacific region in international confer-
ences and forums; and 

• to explore possible appropriate linkages
with relevant international bodies.

The Asia Pacific Steering Committee has
been established with members from 11
countries including Australia. Helen Disney,
National Director of Relationships Australia,
is Chair of this Committee and the Australian
Group is providing the secretariat.

The task for the Steering Committee is
to develop the plans for the establishment
of the Asia Pacific Group for Families and
Relationships for launching officially in
September 1997 at the Regional Conference
of the ICSW to be held in Djakarta in Sep-
tember 1997. Discussions are being held
with the Indonesian representatives on
the possibility of a joint secretariat arrange-
ment between Australia and Indonesia.

For further information contact: Helen
Disney, National Director, Reslation-
ships Australia, PO Box 313 Curtin,
ACT 2605.  Phone: (06) 285 4466. Fax:
(06) 285 4722.  Email: relnat@net
info.com.au

ASIA PACIFIC REGIONAL GROUP ON
FAMILIES AND RELATIONSHIPS


