
Family Matters No.48 Spring/Summer 1997 Australian Institute of Family Studies 45

NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION CLEARING HOUSE
Please send questionnaire concerning my research. Please add my name 
Please send questionnaire concerning my program activities. to your mailing list

Title Full name 

Organisation 

Address (Postcode) 

Phone Fax 

Send your application to:
National Child Protection Clearing House, 
Australian Institute of Family Studies, 300 Queen Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Australia.
Phone: (03) 9214 7888.  Fax: (03) 9214 7839.  Internet: http://www.aifs.org.au/
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In August 1997, the New South Wales Child
Protection Council officially launched its
latest resource package Tell a Friend . . . It’s
Never Too Late. The package aims to raise
awareness and understanding of child sex-
ual abuse, promote recognition of what
constitutes sexual abuse, encourage early
disclosure, and facilitate a positive response
to the needs of children who have been
abused. It is designed to interest children in
the age range 8–13 years, as well as adults. 

The package is based around a video
comprising two 30-minute presentations of
stories of school-aged children who have
been sexually abused by someone they
know. To add to the interest for a young
audience, the video adopts a television pro-
gram format, using catchy rap and rock
songs and ‘commercials’ which provide
extra information. 

The stories present the major themes
from a child’s perspective and cover topics
including the experiences of abuse, the tac-
tics offenders use to entrap children, the
difficulties of disclosing to a friend or a
trusted adult, the responses of those who
help, and the events that follow disclosure. 

Version 1 of the video is designed to be
shown as a whole and then again in parts
if required. The rationale for this version is
that presentation of the whole of the story
enables viewers to see the outcomes, pre-
venting distress that may arise if the view-
ing is interrupted for discussion. The video
can be re-presented, section by section,
with discussion of issues such as identify-
ing abuse, power in relationships, and
protective strategies. 

Version 2 enables the stories of the two
main characters to be shown separately
with the commercial breaks to provide
information. A rap clip, ‘Body Parts are
Cool’, acts as the divider between the 
stories. 

The video is supported by an excellent
handbook, including sections on child
sexual abuse prevention education, key
considerations to be taken into account
when using the video, guidelines for con-
ducting sessions, background information
for presenters and appendices which
include song lyrics, service contact infor-
mation, and information sheets for adults.

This package provides an educational
resource in an area where appropriate
and accessible material has, to date, not
been readily available in this country. The
developers of the package have succeeded
in providing a resource that is engaging for
children and adults alike. While the infor-
mation on contacts and support networks
focuses on New South Wales, the package
should be broadly useful across the states.
This is an excellent resource for child sex-
ual abuse education. 

Alan Hayes is Professor of Early Child-
hood Studies, Macquarie University.

Child Sexual Abuse 
Prevention Package

Alan Hayes

TELL A FRIEND . . . IT’S NEVER TOO LATE 
This sexual abuse prevention resource package, incorporating the video
(including 2 x 30 minute presentations) and the handbook (83 pages), is 
available from the NSW Child Protection Council for $70 plus $10 postage and
handling. For further information: phone (02) 9286 7276; fax (02) 9286 7267.

N E W  R E L E A S E

Akey focus of the latest reports
from our Family Matters corre-
sponding consultants is the cre-

ation of a range of new state-based
agencies concerned with the wellbe-
ing of families and children. Other
reports of recent research activities
fall under the headings of families in
rural Australia, indigenous families,
and children.

AGENCIES FOR FAMILIES 
AND CHILDREN

Initiatives in three states, have seen
the development of a Family and Chil-
dren’s Advisory Council in Western
Australian, a Children’s Commissioner
in Queensland, and proposals to
establish a similar commissioner in
New South Wales. It is worthy of note
that these various agencies represent
a diversity of models and it will indeed
be interesting to observe their devel-
opment and, in the future, to assess
which is best suited to meeting the
needs of Australia’s children.

Western Australia

The Western Australian Cabinet last
year approved the establishment of
the Family and Children’s Advisory
Council. The Council is responsible to
the Minister for Family and Children’s
Services and reports to the Minister
through the Chairperson. The inau-
gural meeting of the Council was held
on 14 August 1996.

Under its terms of reference, the
Council will: provide advice to the
Minister on issues pertaining to fami-
lies and children; provide a forum to
discuss relevant policy and legisla-
tion; identify research to further the
knowledge and understanding of fam-
ilies and children in Western Australia;
and oversee the operation of Family
Week, held in May each year.

In addition to its terms of refer-
ence, the Minister has requested that

the Council review the report of the
Taskforce on Families in Western Aus-
tralia, WA Families – Our Future, and
advise which of the Taskforce recom-
mendations should be a high priority
for the government.

The Chairperson, the Executive
Officer and selected Advisory Council
members have visited metropolitan and
country centres to consult with local
groups and individuals regarding these
priorities.

For further information about the
work of the Council contact: Jane
White, Executive Officer, Family and
Children’s Advisory Council, 189 Royal
Street, East Perth, WA 6004. Phone
(08) 9222 2678; Fax (08) 9222 2773;
Email janewh@fcs.wa.gov.au

New South Wales

Judy Cashmore reports that the Wood
(1997) Royal Commission on Police
Corruption released its report on the
paedophile reference at the end of
August 1997. While its recommenda-
tions specifically concern New South

Wales, they also have significant impli-
cations for all states where the same
issues, problems and the need for
solutions arise.

The main recommendations con-
cern the proposal to establish a Chil-
dren’s Commission and to set up a
system within the Commission for vet-
ting current and future employees or
volunteers involved in the care or
supervision of children. Other recom-
mendations concern: the need for
training for all who deal with chil-
dren and sexual abuse in the course of
their work; legislative change in rela-
tion to children as witnesses to sexual
assault offences; and the lowering of
the age of consent for males involved
in homosexual activity to age 16, to
remove gender discrimination in exist-
ing law.

The need for tighter screening and
recruitment practices for workers
and carers who have direct contact
with children was made clear by a
number of case studies in the report
and the demonstrated failure of
departments and other agencies to
protect children from abusive work-
ers and volunteers.

The report also recommends the
establishment of a national register of
offenders for use by law enforcement
agencies to prevent child molesters
who come under suspicion in one
part of the country moving elsewhere
and easily gaining access to other
children.

The func t ion of the proposed
Children’s Commission would be to
‘oversee and coordinate the delivery
of services for the protection of chil-
dren from abuse’. The proposal is for
an independen t s t a tu to ry body
reporting to a joint parliamentary
committee and consisting of three
arms: a Centre for Child Protection
which would take over all of the
existing functions of the New South
Wales Ch i ld Pro tec t ion Counc i l
(including research, training, commu-
nity education); an Investigation and
Review Unit which would take over
the func t ions o f the Communi ty
Services Commission as they relate to

This column is designed to keep read-
ers informed of contemporary devel-
opments that matter to famil ies.
Compiled from reports provided by a
panel of corresponding consultants
with expertise in the many dimen-
sions of family research and policy
making, the column provides a snap-
shot of family research and policy
issues from a range of research per-
spectives and geographic locations
around Australia.


