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NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION CLEARING HOUSE
Please send questionnaire concerning my research. Please add my name 
Please send questionnaire concerning my program activities. to your mailing list
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Send your application to:
National Child Protection Clearing House, 
Australian Institute of Family Studies, 300 Queen Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Australia.
Phone: (03) 9214 7888.  Fax: (03) 9214 7839.  Internet: http://www.aifs.org.au/
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In August 1997, the New South Wales Child
Protection Council officially launched its
latest resource package Tell a Friend . . . It’s
Never Too Late. The package aims to raise
awareness and understanding of child sex-
ual abuse, promote recognition of what
constitutes sexual abuse, encourage early
disclosure, and facilitate a positive response
to the needs of children who have been
abused. It is designed to interest children in
the age range 8–13 years, as well as adults. 

The package is based around a video
comprising two 30-minute presentations of
stories of school-aged children who have
been sexually abused by someone they
know. To add to the interest for a young
audience, the video adopts a television pro-
gram format, using catchy rap and rock
songs and ‘commercials’ which provide
extra information. 

The stories present the major themes
from a child’s perspective and cover topics
including the experiences of abuse, the tac-
tics offenders use to entrap children, the
difficulties of disclosing to a friend or a
trusted adult, the responses of those who
help, and the events that follow disclosure. 

Version 1 of the video is designed to be
shown as a whole and then again in parts
if required. The rationale for this version is
that presentation of the whole of the story
enables viewers to see the outcomes, pre-
venting distress that may arise if the view-
ing is interrupted for discussion. The video
can be re-presented, section by section,
with discussion of issues such as identify-
ing abuse, power in relationships, and
protective strategies. 

Version 2 enables the stories of the two
main characters to be shown separately
with the commercial breaks to provide
information. A rap clip, ‘Body Parts are
Cool’, acts as the divider between the 
stories. 

The video is supported by an excellent
handbook, including sections on child
sexual abuse prevention education, key
considerations to be taken into account
when using the video, guidelines for con-
ducting sessions, background information
for presenters and appendices which
include song lyrics, service contact infor-
mation, and information sheets for adults.

This package provides an educational
resource in an area where appropriate
and accessible material has, to date, not
been readily available in this country. The
developers of the package have succeeded
in providing a resource that is engaging for
children and adults alike. While the infor-
mation on contacts and support networks
focuses on New South Wales, the package
should be broadly useful across the states.
This is an excellent resource for child sex-
ual abuse education. 

Alan Hayes is Professor of Early Child-
hood Studies, Macquarie University.

Child Sexual Abuse 
Prevention Package

Alan Hayes

TELL A FRIEND . . . IT’S NEVER TOO LATE 
This sexual abuse prevention resource package, incorporating the video
(including 2 x 30 minute presentations) and the handbook (83 pages), is 
available from the NSW Child Protection Council for $70 plus $10 postage and
handling. For further information: phone (02) 9286 7276; fax (02) 9286 7267.

N E W  R E L E A S E

Akey focus of the latest reports
from our Family Matters corre-
sponding consultants is the cre-

ation of a range of new state-based
agencies concerned with the wellbe-
ing of families and children. Other
reports of recent research activities
fall under the headings of families in
rural Australia, indigenous families,
and children.

AGENCIES FOR FAMILIES 
AND CHILDREN

Initiatives in three states, have seen
the development of a Family and Chil-
dren’s Advisory Council in Western
Australian, a Children’s Commissioner
in Queensland, and proposals to
establish a similar commissioner in
New South Wales. It is worthy of note
that these various agencies represent
a diversity of models and it will indeed
be interesting to observe their devel-
opment and, in the future, to assess
which is best suited to meeting the
needs of Australia’s children.

Western Australia

The Western Australian Cabinet last
year approved the establishment of
the Family and Children’s Advisory
Council. The Council is responsible to
the Minister for Family and Children’s
Services and reports to the Minister
through the Chairperson. The inau-
gural meeting of the Council was held
on 14 August 1996.

Under its terms of reference, the
Council will: provide advice to the
Minister on issues pertaining to fami-
lies and children; provide a forum to
discuss relevant policy and legisla-
tion; identify research to further the
knowledge and understanding of fam-
ilies and children in Western Australia;
and oversee the operation of Family
Week, held in May each year.

In addition to its terms of refer-
ence, the Minister has requested that

the Council review the report of the
Taskforce on Families in Western Aus-
tralia, WA Families – Our Future, and
advise which of the Taskforce recom-
mendations should be a high priority
for the government.

The Chairperson, the Executive
Officer and selected Advisory Council
members have visited metropolitan and
country centres to consult with local
groups and individuals regarding these
priorities.

For further information about the
work of the Council contact: Jane
White, Executive Officer, Family and
Children’s Advisory Council, 189 Royal
Street, East Perth, WA 6004. Phone
(08) 9222 2678; Fax (08) 9222 2773;
Email janewh@fcs.wa.gov.au

New South Wales

Judy Cashmore reports that the Wood
(1997) Royal Commission on Police
Corruption released its report on the
paedophile reference at the end of
August 1997. While its recommenda-
tions specifically concern New South

Wales, they also have significant impli-
cations for all states where the same
issues, problems and the need for
solutions arise.

The main recommendations con-
cern the proposal to establish a Chil-
dren’s Commission and to set up a
system within the Commission for vet-
ting current and future employees or
volunteers involved in the care or
supervision of children. Other recom-
mendations concern: the need for
training for all who deal with chil-
dren and sexual abuse in the course of
their work; legislative change in rela-
tion to children as witnesses to sexual
assault offences; and the lowering of
the age of consent for males involved
in homosexual activity to age 16, to
remove gender discrimination in exist-
ing law.

The need for tighter screening and
recruitment practices for workers
and carers who have direct contact
with children was made clear by a
number of case studies in the report
and the demonstrated failure of
departments and other agencies to
protect children from abusive work-
ers and volunteers.

The report also recommends the
establishment of a national register of
offenders for use by law enforcement
agencies to prevent child molesters
who come under suspicion in one
part of the country moving elsewhere
and easily gaining access to other
children.

The func t ion of the proposed
Children’s Commission would be to
‘oversee and coordinate the delivery
of services for the protection of chil-
dren from abuse’. The proposal is for
an independen t s t a tu to ry body
reporting to a joint parliamentary
committee and consisting of three
arms: a Centre for Child Protection
which would take over all of the
existing functions of the New South
Wales Ch i ld Pro tec t ion Counc i l
(including research, training, commu-
nity education); an Investigation and
Review Unit which would take over
the func t ions o f the Communi ty
Services Commission as they relate to

This column is designed to keep read-
ers informed of contemporary devel-
opments that matter to famil ies.
Compiled from reports provided by a
panel of corresponding consultants
with expertise in the many dimen-
sions of family research and policy
making, the column provides a snap-
shot of family research and policy
issues from a range of research per-
spectives and geographic locations
around Australia.
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inaugural Children’s Commissioner,
Mr Norm Alford, has a background in
education, educational research and
working with Government Depart-
ments to draft policies related to chil-
dren and education. He is particularly
concerned in promoting practices and
procedures that uphold the principle
that parents or the legal guardians of
children have the primary responsi-
bility for the upbringing and devel-
opment of their children.

This is the first appointment in Aus-
tralia of this type and it would appear
that other States may use Queensland
as a model to establish similar bodies.

FAMILIES IN RURAL AUSTRALIA

Sotirios Sarantakos reports on two
ongoing research projects being con-
ducted at Charles Sturt University, in
Wagga Wagga, New South Wales, on
farm families and husband abuse.

Farm families

The Farm Families study includes 124
farm families from Victoria and New
South Wales rural areas. These fami-
lies were matched with 124 city fami-
l i e s , ma in ly f rom Sydney and
Melbourne , accord ing to fami ly
income, family size, age of parents
and ethnic origin of spouses. Data
was collected by interviewing hus-
bands and wives separately.

The study explores family structure
and process, including overall happi-

children (handling complaints, moni-
toring standards, reviewing cases of
children in care); and an Employment
Information Centre to check people
working with chi ldren. I t is a lso
proposed tha t the Ch i ld ren ’ s
Commissioner would perform the
role of Special Guardian for children
in care.

The focus of this model of a Chil-
dren’s Commission is therefore on
child protection, not children’s rights.
The possible narrowness of this
approach could be ameliorated, how-
ever, if child protection is interpreted
broadly to include an emphasis on
prevention, and the promotion of
‘child-friendly’ communities. Such
amelioration is likely to depend a
great deal on the calibre and approach
of the person appointed as Commis-
sioner, as the report makes clear.

The New South Wales Government
is still to make a full response to the
Royal Commission’s recommendations,
but the Premier has endorsed in prin-
ciple key recommendations such as
the establishment of a Children’s Com-
mission and it is understood that leg-
is lat ion to this ef fect wil l be
introduced in the forthcoming session
of Parliament. Which recommenda-
t ions are implemented, and how,
remains to be seen.

Queensland

Cynthia à Beckett reports that the
Queensland State Government has
appointed the first Children’s Com-
missioner and introduced a Children’s
Services Appeals Tribunals Act 1996.

Appointed in December 1996, the

ness, marital satisfaction, power struc-
ture, spouse appreciation, family func-
t ioning, confl ic ts and tensions,
community involvement, community
support, family togetherness, and reli-
giosity. It was designed to provide
information about the quality of life of
farm families and to allow compar-
isons between farm and city families,
as well as between husbands and
wives, on quality of family life.

Some of the key findings to date are
that farm families operate in an envi-
ronment in which social, health and
educational services, as well as gov-
ernment support, have been eroded
over the past 25 years, thus forcing
country people to rely on their own
personal resources and on commu-
nity support. This raises questions
about how and at what costs these
families manage to succeed in their
task as carers and socialisers of chil-
dren. It raises the question about the
strengths these families have and the
sacrifices farm parents make to suc-
ceed in their role – issues which are
currently being studied.

Husband abuse

A second study explores the pres-
ence and nature of husband abuse,
its relationship to wife abuse, its
causes and consequences, and the
response of the community to this
family problem.

The sample comprises 262 fami-
lies that have experienced domestic
violence, living in rural and city
areas. The study’s multi-phase sam-
pling procedure begins with respon-
dents gathered through advertising,
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informal networks and snowball
techniques. After these respondents
are interviewed, all husbands who
report that they had been abused by
their wife are interviewed, after
which typical cases are extracted to
be studied in depth using qualitative
research methods. New cases of
domestic violence are processed the
same way.

Preliminary findings are consistent
with trends in other countr ies .
Overall, although these findings con-
firm the fact that wife abuse is and
remains a very serious family problem
that deserves our continued attention,
they also show that husband abuse is
a problem we cannot ignore. The final
results are expected to provide more
specif ic information of husband
abuse.

CHILDREN

Lee Wightman reports on two new
research projects being conducted at
the University of South Australia.

The first explores the outcomes for
children whose mothers are in prison.
One intended result of the research is
the development of strategies
designed to achieve integrated policy
development across the range of agen-
cies involved with these children and
their mothers.

For further information, contact Di
Gursansky, School of Social Work and
Social Policy, University of South Aus-
tralia. Phone: (08) 830 24378.

The second project is concerned
to improve the information and
preparatory material provided to
child witnesses who are the victims
of criminal acts. In conjunction with
representatives from agencies
involved with the criminal justice
system, including the South
Australian Police, Director of Public
Prosecutions, Department for Family
and Community Services and the
Victim Support Service, the project
will eventually involve pre- and
post-court interviews with children
in order to obtain their perspective
on the information and preparation
they are given prior to the court
experience.

For further information, contact Dr
Clare Wilson, University of South Aus-
tralia. Phone: (08) 830 24537.

Alison Garton reports that the Aus-
tralian Psychological Association

has published a Position Paper titled
‘Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Dis-
order: A Guide to Best Practice’.

The main points raised in the
paper are: awareness of changing
diagnostic criteria; recognition of
different types; difficulties of diag-
nosis; co-morbidity with other child-
hood disorders; cognitive versus
organic models of aetiology; the
nature of deficits – attentional
problems and cognitive problems;
behavioural manifestations; pharma-
cological treatments – benefits and
side-effects; situation-specificity;
behavioural and educational inter-
ventions; co-management; parental
and teacher education; Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder in the
classroom; measurement; multiple
measures and multiple informants;
evaluation of interventions and treat-
ment outcomes.

Finally, in Western Australia, the
newly formed Family and Chil-

dren’s Council (reported above) is
developing a paper which includes
statistical information on the status of
children in Western Australia. It is
anticipated that the Council will con-
sult with the community about what is
believed to be the major issues that
affect children today during the latter
half of 1997.

INDIGENOUS FAMILIES

Two new research publications have
recently been released, providing
information on issues affecting indige-
nous families.

‘A brief history of the laws, poli-
cies and practices in South Australia
which led to the removal of many
Aboriginal children: We took the
children: A contribution to reconcili-
ation’ is the title of a booklet which
formed the basis of the South
Australian Government’s submission
to the Human Rights and Equal

Opportunity Commission inquiry
into the removal of Aboriginal chil-
dren from their families.

The booklet provides a candid
recognition of what took place as it
tracks the South Australian laws, poli-
cies and practices which determined
the treatment of Aboriginal people
and, in particular, the treatment of
children and families through the
period since colonisation. Commis-
sioned by the Department for Family
and Community Services, and written
by Andrew Hall, this publication pro-
vides a salutary lesson about how
‘good intentions’ can result in terrible
consequences.

The booklet may be obtained from
the Public Affairs Unit, Department
for Family and Community Services.
Phone: (08) 8226 6735.

The Centre for Aboriginal Economic
Policy Research is soon to release a
new discussion paper on the disad-
vantage of indigenous sole-parent fam-
ilies – generally reported as being
amongst the most economically vul-
nerable and impoverished families in
Australia, and particularly vulnerable
to a cycle of inter-generat ional
poverty. Indigenous sole-parent fam-
i l ies represent over one-third of
indigenous families with children – a
proportion twice as high as for the
wider population. Critical to the well-
being of these families is their access
to education, vocational training and
employment skills, and assistance with
overcoming transportation and child
care barriers to participation in the
workforce.

Referneces

Daly, A. and Smith, D. (1997), Indigenous
So l e - par en t Fami l i e s : Inv i s i b l e and
Disadvantaged, CAEPR Discussion Paper
No. 134, Australian National University,
Canberra.

Wood, J.R.T. (1997), The Paedophile Inquiry,
Final Report, Volumes 4, 5 and 6, Royal
Commission into the New South Wales
Police Service, Sydney.

Ian Winter is a Senior Research
Fe l l ow w i t h t he Au s t ra l i an
Institute of Family Studies. We
encourage readers to contact
their local Family Matters corre-
sponding consultant to advise
them of significant happenings
and developments that may be of
interest.

Professor Pat Noller
Centre for Family Studies
University of Queensland

Ms Cynthia a’Beckett
School of Early Childhood
Queensland University of Technology

Associate Professor Sotirios Sarantakos
Department of Sociology
Charles Sturt University
Wagga Wagga, NSW

Dr Steven Zubrick
Telethon Institute for Child Health Research
Perth, WA

Dr Judy Cashmore
Social Policy Research Centre
The University of New South Wales

Professor Hal Kendig
Lincoln Gerontology Centre
La Trobe University
Melbourne, Vic.

Dr Alison Garton
The Australian Psychological Society
Melbourne, Vic.

Professor Jon Altman
Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research
The Australian National University
Canberra, ACT

Ms Lee Wightman
The Office for Families and Children
South Australia
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inaugural Children’s Commissioner,
Mr Norm Alford, has a background in
education, educational research and
working with Government Depart-
ments to draft policies related to chil-
dren and education. He is particularly
concerned in promoting practices and
procedures that uphold the principle
that parents or the legal guardians of
children have the primary responsi-
bility for the upbringing and devel-
opment of their children.

This is the first appointment in Aus-
tralia of this type and it would appear
that other States may use Queensland
as a model to establish similar bodies.

FAMILIES IN RURAL AUSTRALIA

Sotirios Sarantakos reports on two
ongoing research projects being con-
ducted at Charles Sturt University, in
Wagga Wagga, New South Wales, on
farm families and husband abuse.

Farm families

The Farm Families study includes 124
farm families from Victoria and New
South Wales rural areas. These fami-
lies were matched with 124 city fami-
l i e s , ma in ly f rom Sydney and
Melbourne , accord ing to fami ly
income, family size, age of parents
and ethnic origin of spouses. Data
was collected by interviewing hus-
bands and wives separately.

The study explores family structure
and process, including overall happi-

children (handling complaints, moni-
toring standards, reviewing cases of
children in care); and an Employment
Information Centre to check people
working with chi ldren. I t is a lso
proposed tha t the Ch i ld ren ’ s
Commissioner would perform the
role of Special Guardian for children
in care.

The focus of this model of a Chil-
dren’s Commission is therefore on
child protection, not children’s rights.
The possible narrowness of this
approach could be ameliorated, how-
ever, if child protection is interpreted
broadly to include an emphasis on
prevention, and the promotion of
‘child-friendly’ communities. Such
amelioration is likely to depend a
great deal on the calibre and approach
of the person appointed as Commis-
sioner, as the report makes clear.

The New South Wales Government
is still to make a full response to the
Royal Commission’s recommendations,
but the Premier has endorsed in prin-
ciple key recommendations such as
the establishment of a Children’s Com-
mission and it is understood that leg-
is lat ion to this ef fect wil l be
introduced in the forthcoming session
of Parliament. Which recommenda-
t ions are implemented, and how,
remains to be seen.

Queensland

Cynthia à Beckett reports that the
Queensland State Government has
appointed the first Children’s Com-
missioner and introduced a Children’s
Services Appeals Tribunals Act 1996.

Appointed in December 1996, the

ness, marital satisfaction, power struc-
ture, spouse appreciation, family func-
t ioning, confl ic ts and tensions,
community involvement, community
support, family togetherness, and reli-
giosity. It was designed to provide
information about the quality of life of
farm families and to allow compar-
isons between farm and city families,
as well as between husbands and
wives, on quality of family life.

Some of the key findings to date are
that farm families operate in an envi-
ronment in which social, health and
educational services, as well as gov-
ernment support, have been eroded
over the past 25 years, thus forcing
country people to rely on their own
personal resources and on commu-
nity support. This raises questions
about how and at what costs these
families manage to succeed in their
task as carers and socialisers of chil-
dren. It raises the question about the
strengths these families have and the
sacrifices farm parents make to suc-
ceed in their role – issues which are
currently being studied.

Husband abuse

A second study explores the pres-
ence and nature of husband abuse,
its relationship to wife abuse, its
causes and consequences, and the
response of the community to this
family problem.

The sample comprises 262 fami-
lies that have experienced domestic
violence, living in rural and city
areas. The study’s multi-phase sam-
pling procedure begins with respon-
dents gathered through advertising,
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informal networks and snowball
techniques. After these respondents
are interviewed, all husbands who
report that they had been abused by
their wife are interviewed, after
which typical cases are extracted to
be studied in depth using qualitative
research methods. New cases of
domestic violence are processed the
same way.

Preliminary findings are consistent
with trends in other countr ies .
Overall, although these findings con-
firm the fact that wife abuse is and
remains a very serious family problem
that deserves our continued attention,
they also show that husband abuse is
a problem we cannot ignore. The final
results are expected to provide more
specif ic information of husband
abuse.

CHILDREN

Lee Wightman reports on two new
research projects being conducted at
the University of South Australia.

The first explores the outcomes for
children whose mothers are in prison.
One intended result of the research is
the development of strategies
designed to achieve integrated policy
development across the range of agen-
cies involved with these children and
their mothers.

For further information, contact Di
Gursansky, School of Social Work and
Social Policy, University of South Aus-
tralia. Phone: (08) 830 24378.

The second project is concerned
to improve the information and
preparatory material provided to
child witnesses who are the victims
of criminal acts. In conjunction with
representatives from agencies
involved with the criminal justice
system, including the South
Australian Police, Director of Public
Prosecutions, Department for Family
and Community Services and the
Victim Support Service, the project
will eventually involve pre- and
post-court interviews with children
in order to obtain their perspective
on the information and preparation
they are given prior to the court
experience.

For further information, contact Dr
Clare Wilson, University of South Aus-
tralia. Phone: (08) 830 24537.

Alison Garton reports that the Aus-
tralian Psychological Association

has published a Position Paper titled
‘Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Dis-
order: A Guide to Best Practice’.

The main points raised in the
paper are: awareness of changing
diagnostic criteria; recognition of
different types; difficulties of diag-
nosis; co-morbidity with other child-
hood disorders; cognitive versus
organic models of aetiology; the
nature of deficits – attentional
problems and cognitive problems;
behavioural manifestations; pharma-
cological treatments – benefits and
side-effects; situation-specificity;
behavioural and educational inter-
ventions; co-management; parental
and teacher education; Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder in the
classroom; measurement; multiple
measures and multiple informants;
evaluation of interventions and treat-
ment outcomes.

Finally, in Western Australia, the
newly formed Family and Chil-

dren’s Council (reported above) is
developing a paper which includes
statistical information on the status of
children in Western Australia. It is
anticipated that the Council will con-
sult with the community about what is
believed to be the major issues that
affect children today during the latter
half of 1997.

INDIGENOUS FAMILIES

Two new research publications have
recently been released, providing
information on issues affecting indige-
nous families.

‘A brief history of the laws, poli-
cies and practices in South Australia
which led to the removal of many
Aboriginal children: We took the
children: A contribution to reconcili-
ation’ is the title of a booklet which
formed the basis of the South
Australian Government’s submission
to the Human Rights and Equal

Opportunity Commission inquiry
into the removal of Aboriginal chil-
dren from their families.

The booklet provides a candid
recognition of what took place as it
tracks the South Australian laws, poli-
cies and practices which determined
the treatment of Aboriginal people
and, in particular, the treatment of
children and families through the
period since colonisation. Commis-
sioned by the Department for Family
and Community Services, and written
by Andrew Hall, this publication pro-
vides a salutary lesson about how
‘good intentions’ can result in terrible
consequences.

The booklet may be obtained from
the Public Affairs Unit, Department
for Family and Community Services.
Phone: (08) 8226 6735.

The Centre for Aboriginal Economic
Policy Research is soon to release a
new discussion paper on the disad-
vantage of indigenous sole-parent fam-
ilies – generally reported as being
amongst the most economically vul-
nerable and impoverished families in
Australia, and particularly vulnerable
to a cycle of inter-generat ional
poverty. Indigenous sole-parent fam-
i l ies represent over one-third of
indigenous families with children – a
proportion twice as high as for the
wider population. Critical to the well-
being of these families is their access
to education, vocational training and
employment skills, and assistance with
overcoming transportation and child
care barriers to participation in the
workforce.
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