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A group of 350–400 adolescents and their families gathered
for afternoon tea on Sunday 26 November 2000 to meet the
researchers and to celebrate the first 18 years of a landmark
longitudinal research study of children’s development, the
Australian Temperament Project.

It was also the occasion for the launch of a book about the
study, Pathways from Infancy to Adolescence, published by
the Australian Institute of Family Studies. The book provides
an overview of the temperament study and a summary of the
wide range of issues investigated.

This unique study, which commenced in 1983, and
involved more than 2000 children and families from all parts
of Victoria, has followed the children’s development from

infancy to early adulthood, with twelve waves of data col-
lected at roughly 18-month intervals. The study made a
detailed investigation of the children’s progress, focusing on
the contribution of within-child characteristics such as tem-
perament, social skills, behaviour and health, as well as
contextual factors such as relationships with parents and
friends, and family constellation, to child and adolescent
adjustment and school functioning. 

In officially launching the book, the Hon. Ann Henderson,
Presiding Member of the Board of Directors Australian Insti-
tute of Family Studies, highlighted the major conclusions
emerging from the study and their implications for families,
schools and the wider community.

C E L E B R A T I

A U S T R A L I A N  T E M P E R A M E N T  P R O J E C T  P A R T Y  A N D  B O O K  L A U N C H

The Twelfth Regional Conference for Asia and the
Pacific was held by the International Social Secu-
rity Association (ISSA) in Bangkok from 20–23
November 2000. Some 30 countries of the Asia and
Pacific Region were represented, as well as repre-
sentatives from various International Agencies,
such as ISSA, the International Labour Organisa-
tion, and the World Health Organisation.

Papers were presented on: Globalisation and
social safety nets; The current economic and social
context of social security in Asia and the Pacific;
Challenges to providing social protection in the
informal sector; Issues in disability protection; and
Measuring social security performance.

AIFS at Asia and Pacific Region conference

Papers were presented from the perspectives of
the diverse social protection systems that apply in
the region, from the developed systems of countries
such as Japan and the Philippines to those coun-
tries at an earlier stage of economic development
who depend more on the extended family and rural
subsistence activities to provide social protection.
The Region has considerable diversity in the types
of systems, including in the contingencies covered,
benefits available, and the coverage of the popula-
tion. The role of the extended family continues to
be critical in most Asian societies.

Providing social protection to families in the
informal sector continues to be a major preoccupation

The Director of the Australian Institute of Family Studies, David Stanton, reports on the recent
Twelfth Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific.

The research team is photographed after the Hon. Ann Henderson launched Pathways from Infancy to
Adolescence at the Australian Temperament Project party. From left: Diana Smart, Margot Prior, Ann
Henderson, Ann Sanson, and Frank Oberklaid.

Researcher Diana Smart (second from left) meets some of the partici-
pants in the Temperament study.
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The participating adolescents and families were welcomed

by the principal researchers: Professor Margot Prior, Director
of Psychology, Royal Children’s Hospital; Associate Professor
Ann Sanson, Acting Research Manager, Australian Institute
of Family Studies; Mrs Diana Smart, Research Officer, Aus-
tralian Institute of Family Studies; and Professor Frank
Oberklaid, Director of Community Child Health, Royal Chil-
dren’s Hospital. 

Families had travelled from as far away as Perth, Boort,
Tawonga, Stawell and Gippsland to attend. For many, 
this was their first opportunity to meet the researchers 
and other teenagers and parents participating in the project.
It was a lively and happy occasion, in which a light-hearted

history of the project was given and plans for the future 
outlined.

The launch sparked a considerable amount of media inter-
est, and was reported by local and interstate newspapers and
radio, and by television programs such as the Today show,
the 7.30 Report, and Today Tonight. 

Pathways from Infancy to Adolescence: Australian Tem-
perament Project 1983–2000 is written in an accessible and
non-technical style suitable for parents, teachers, and other
professionals. 
The book is available from the Australian Institute of Family
Studies at a cost of $16.50. Order your copy(ies) now by fill-
ing in and returning the order form on p. 87.

and challenge in the Region. Most informal 
sector workers continue to rely on traditional
family support. There was some discussion
about how it might be possible to foster group
initiatives that would support families by the
coordination and financial support of the 
activities of non-governmental organisations,
voluntary agencies and other concerned organ-
isations. Informal sector workers are mostly in
self-employment in very small production units
in both urban and rural-based activities.

We can get some idea of the dimension of
the problems being faced when we consider
that of the world’s 6 billion people, some 1.2
billion live on less than $US1 a day, with some
70 per cent of them living in East and South
Asia (World Bank, World Development Report,
2000/2001.

Pictured at the Twelfth Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific are (from left): Ross Mackay,
Special Advisor, Ministry of Social Policy, New Zealand; Cheryl Schmidt, Director, Disability Policy,
Australian Department of Family and Community Services (FaCS); David Stanton, Director,
Australian Institute of Family Studies; and Keith Ogborn, Project Leader, Enterprise, Housing and
Social Security Reform Team (FaCS), People’s Republic of China.

Some of the adolescents who participated in the Australian Temperament Project gather together for a “photo
opportunity” during the launch of the Australian Temperament Project book.

Researcher Ann Sanson chats with one of the fathers.


