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Risk factor Type of  abuse  Type of  evid ence  Comment 
Poor family cohesion and 
relationships 

Sexual abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 

 Psychological abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001), 

 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis  
(Black, Heyman,  Smith Slep, 2001b) 

 

 Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

While not found to be statistically significant, neglected children 
perceived their families to be less cohesive 

 Physical and sexual abuse Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review  
(Layton, 2003) 

 

 Sexual abuse Systematic literature review 
(Mullen, & Fleming, 1998) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and research findings 
(Frederick & Goddard, 2007) 

 

Number of children Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings 
(Sidebottom & Heron, 2006) 

Not significant after controlling for other factors 

Single Parenthood Sexual abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

 

 Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001), 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings 
(Sidebottom, & Heron, 2006) 

The study looks at a range of risk factors from an ecological 
perspective. 

Early Parenthood Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

Mother’s age only 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings 
(Sidebottom, & Heron, 2006) 
 
 

The study looks at a range of risk factors from an ecological 
perspective. 

Poverty Sexual abuse Meta analysis  



Risk factor Type of  abuse  Type of  evid ence  Comment 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 Psychological abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Smith Slep, & Heyman, (2001) 

Cited as a likely risk but not found to be statistically significant 
from analysis of published studies 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b), 

 

 Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review 
(Layton, 2003) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and research findings 
(Frederick & Goddard, 2007) 

Complex perception of poverty as a factor in relation to other 
factors in the context of a transactional- ecological perspective 

 Sexual abuse Systematic literature review 
(Mullen & Fleming, 1998) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and research findings 
(Kienberger Jaudes & Mackey-Bikaver, 2008) 

Low income in relation to child behaviour and mental health. 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings 
(Sidebottom & Heron, 2006) 

The study looks at a range of risk factors from an ecological 
perspective. 

Community context (i.e., 
‘dangerous communities’- 
crime, violence, drugs etc.) 

Sexual abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 

Social Exclusion/Social 
Isolation 

Sexual abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

Mother’s who do not work or work part time.  
Mothers reporting little social support and more social isolation 

 Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review 
(Layton, 2003) 

 

 Sexual abuse Systematic literature review 
(Mullen & Fleming, 1998) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings 
(Sidebottom & Heron, 2006) 
 
 
 

The study looks at a range of risk factors from an ecological 
perspective. 

Family violence (i.e., 
domestic violence/spousal 

Sexual abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 



Risk factor Type of  abuse  Type of  evid ence  Comment 
verbal abuse) Psychological abuse Meta analysis 

(Black, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 
 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

 

 Neglect and emotional abuse 
Physical and sexual abuse 

Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review 
(Layton, 2003) 

 

 Sexual abuse Systematic literature review  
(Mullen & Fleming, 1998) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and research findings  
(Frederick & Goddard, 2007) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect  Literature review and research findings 
(Dixon, Hamilton-Giachritsis, Brown, & Ostapuik, 2007) 

Comprehensive consideration of the factors for both men and 
women as perpetrators and victims 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings 
(Sidebottom & Heron, 2006) 

Lost significance once other variables controlled for  

Parental poor emotional and 
mental health 

Sexual abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 

 Psychological abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review 
(Layton, 2003) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings  
(Sidebottom & Heron, 2006) 

The study looks at a range of risk factors from an ecological 
perspective. 

Parenting skill deficits Psychological abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

 

 Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

 Neglect and emotional abuse Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review 
(Layton, 2003) 
 

 

All forms of abuse and neglect 
(except witnessing family violence) 

Retrospective community sample of adults (Higgins & 
McCabe, 2001) 

 Parental sexual punitiveness 
(responding negatively to 
child’s sexual issues / Sexual abuse Retrospective study of young adults—US College  



Risk factor Type of  abuse  Type of  evid ence  Comment 
behaviours) students (Finkelhor, 1979) 
Parental experience of abuse 
as a child 

Sexual abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

 

 Psychological abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

 Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review 
(Layton, 2003) 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings  
(Sidebottom & Heron, 2006) 

The study looks at a range of risk factors from an ecological 
perspective. 

Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

Particularly alcohol abuse by fathers and drug use by mothers  

Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

 

Neglect and emotional abuse Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review  
(Layton, 2003) 

 

All forms of abuse and neglect Literature Review and research findings 
(Smarsh Hogan, Myers, & Elswick, 2006) 

Concludes that it is not substance abuse per se but that the 
same demographic and social factors that lead to substance 
abuse also raise the potential for child abuse. 

Parental substance 
misuse/dependence (i.e., drug 
and alcohol) 

  Dawe at al. (2008) 
Sexual abuse Meta analysis 

(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 
Issue of causality- developmental issues existing prior to or in 
consequence of abuse? 

Psychological abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

Issue of causality (see above) 

Physical abuse Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, Smith Slep, 2001b) 

Causality 

Neglect Meta Analysis 
(Schumacher, Smith Slep, & Heyman, 2001) 

Causality 

Child disability/ additional 
needs or social 
maladjustment (e.g., learning 
disability and challenging 
behaviours) 

All forms of abuse and neglect Literature Review and   
Submissions to the Review 
(Layton, 2003) 
 

 

 All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and research findings 
(Kienberger Jaudes, & Mackey-Bikaver (2008) 

Behavioural and metal health conditions carried more risk than 
chronic health conditions or disability 

Low birth weight All forms of abuse and neglect Literature review and cohort study findings 
(Sidebottom & Heron, 2006) 

Was found to be significant in this study 



Risk factor Type of  abuse  Type of  evid ence  Comment 
 

Sexual abuse 
 

Meta analysis 
(Black, Heyman, & Smith Slep, 2001a) 

Links between physical abuse; prior physical/sexual abuse of a 
family member; attempted kidnapping and genital violence 

Sexual abuse Systematic literature review 
(Mullen &Fleming, 1998) 

 

Prior victimisation and 
experience of other forms of 
abuse (child) 

All forms of abuse and neglect Systematic literature review (Higgins & McCabe, 
2001); Retrospective community sample of adults 
(Higgins & McCabe, 2001) 

Moderately high correlations between all forms of child 
maltreatment, suggesting that the experience of one kind of 
abuse or neglect increases the risk of other kinds occurring 
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