
 
 

 

National Foster Care Conference 
 

31 October to 2 November 2008 
Novotel Hotel, Brighton Beach, New South Wales 
 
 

Better Outcomes 
 
The theme of this year’s national conference is “Better Outcomes” Those 
interested in speaking, or presenting a workshop or concurrent session at 
the 2008 National Foster Care Conference on a topic relevant to this 
theme are invited to submit a 250 word abstract of the topic and method of 
presentation, together with brief information about themselves and any co-
presenters, to the Conference Organising Committee by 5:00pm on 
Thursday 24 April 2008. 
 
This is the only national conference that is dedicated to foster care issues. 
Attendees may include foster, relative, kinship, grandparent and 
permanent carers; non-government and government agency workers; 
policy makers; researchers; students and academics; and professionals 
working in areas intersecting with care and protection. 
 
The aim of the conference is to provide a creative, constructive and 
enjoyable learning forum where all involved in, or with, the care and 
protection sector can share experiences and learning both formally and 
informally.  
 
The conference sessions and activities should focus on achieving positive 
outcomes or enhancing practice and, in particular, attempt to address the 
issues challenging the sector now and in the next five years. 

 
Pro-active discussion and sharing of ideas is encouraged in sessions and 
we invite you to think laterally and creatively in terms of session delivery. 
Most effective learning may come from a visit to a local organisation as 
well as a formal session, so please share your thoughts with us. Some 
suggestions for relevant content appear overleaf. These suggestions have 
been provided by carers and workers from across Australia but they 
should not limit your proposal. 
 
 
Applications are encouraged from foster, relative and kinship carers, 
workers, researchers, consultants and other experts. 
 

Expression of interest cover sheet overleaf  �   �   �   �   
Further information and inquiries about the guidelines for the submission 
of proposals and presentation of papers may be obtained by email from 
conf2008@bigpond.com 

 



Email proposals to: conf2008@bigpond.com or fax to: (02) 6253 8887  

 

2008 NATIONAL FOSTER CARE CONFERENCE 
PRESENTATION EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

 

Name:  

Co-presenter(s):  

Organisation:  

Address: 

Contact phone:                                             (b/h)                                                       (a/h)                                                      
(mob) 

Email:                                                                                                        Fax: 

 
Name of session: ............................................................................................................................................................................ 
 

Please tick the following (you may pick more than one duration option, but must indicate only one mode of delivery): 
 

General area (see examples below)   Mode of delivery   Duration Target Audience 
(tick all applicable) (tick one only)    (tick all applicable)  (tick all applicable)   

� � �  Case planning & management � � �  Interactive Workshop � ��  45 mins � � � Foster / 
Permament Carers 

� �  Carer retention and training � � �  Panel Discussion � � �  60 mins � � �  Relative / Kinship Carers 

� � �  Carer & carer family support � � �  Paper presentation � � �  90 mins �  � � Indigenous carers 

� �  New / innovative / best practice � � �  Snap shot � � �  5 /10 /15 mins � � �  Workers 

� � �  Motivational  � � �  Poster presentation � � �  5 /10 /15 mins � � �  Academics/Researchers 

� � �  Other: …………………….. � � �  Visit/ excursion    � � �  Other: …………………………………….…… 
 

Relevant Areas.  Areas and issues that have been identified as being of interest are listed below. This is not, however, an 
exhaustive list and does not preclude the consideration of other areas.  
 

• Child-centred foster and kinship care practice or policy 
issues (e.g. protecting the child focus; resourcing 
placements; maintaining an appropriate workforce; 
professional development; leaving care) 

• How to build and achieve better outcomes for children 
and young people in care 

• Supporting quality care in placements (e.g. attachment 
and bonding; building resilience; sibling connectedness; 
understanding and maintaining cultural identity; working 
with birth families; managing challenging or difficult 
behaviours; disability services; challenges of kinship 
care; conflict resolution; life story work) 

• Communication, partnerships and relationships within 
the care team 

• Caring for the carer and the carer family (e.g. support, 
children of carers, networks, self care) 

• Relationships/partnerships  with other services (e.g. 
education, health, housing etc) 

• Carer recruitment, training and retention 
• Indigenous issues and care models 
• ‘Professional’ care 
• Legal issues in foster care, carer rights  
• Allegations of abuse and neglect in care 
• Reporting findings of qualitative or quantitative research in 

foster or kinship care  
• New, innovative and successful practice 
• Transitions during care and leaving care. 

 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST CLOSE  24 APRIL 2008  and must include: 

� � � � � � � this completed form � �� 50 word biography for each presenter  � �� 250 



Email proposals to: conf2008@bigpond.com or fax to: (02) 6253 
8887  

 

word abstract of the key areas of your presentation 


