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Focus on Families and Children
in Western Australia

To improve services for protecting
children from abuse, the Western
Australian Government has estab-
lished a new independent council,
which will report directly to the
Minister for Family and Children’s
Services. The WA Child Protection
Council’s eleven members are drawn
from government, non-government
and community organisations
involved in preventing child abuse
and/or caring for children who have
been abused.

Rae Waiter, Executive Director of
Ngala Family Resource Centre, is
Chair of the Council, and believes
that it provides a great opportunity
to improve coordination and cooper-
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ation between relevant government
and non-government organisations.

The Council held its inaugural meeting
in May and is in the process of defin-
ing short- and long-term strategies. It
has an annual budget of $150 000 with
an additional $20 000 for establish-
ment costs in its first year of operation.

The Council’s terms of reference are to:

e promote the coordination and
exchange of expertise and informa-
tion between representatives of
government and non- government
agencies involved in the provision of
child protection services;

® provide the State Government
through the Minister of Family and

Children’s Services with advice on
the prevention and treatment of
child maltreatment;

promote and encourage research
into the issues surrounding child
protection;

raise the level of awareness in the
community of the issues surround-
ing child protection;

* encourage and promote inter-agency

training on all matters relating to
child protection.
The above information has been repro-
duced from material published in the WA
Department of Family and Children’s
Services’ Focus on Families and Chil-
dren, June 1998, p.6.

NEWSLETTER VOL.6 NO.2 SPRING 1998



